


500 Palestinians Compete for 83 council seats 

CAZA CITY .Gaza Strip CAP) — More Ulan 500 Palestinians are 
competing for 83 seats on the autonomy council that will run the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, officials said Friday. The deadline for 
candidate registration, which was to expire Friday, was extended 
for another day because banks were closed on the Muslim holiday 
and candidates could not pay their 5100 registration fee, said 
Usama Abu Safi yah. an elections official in the Gaza Strip. He 
said only PLO leader Yasser Arafat has registered for the 
presidency of the autonomous government. Palestinians have two 
votes in the Jan. 20 balloting, one for council candidates and one 
for president of the Palestinian authority. Some Palestinian leaders 
have criticised Mr. Arafat's handling of the elections, noting that 
he has yet to appoint the nine-member elections commission that 
was to oversee the registration of the candidates. Haidar Abdu! 
Shan, a council candidate and former head of the Palestinian 
peace negotiating team, complained this week that the process was 
chaotic and demanded elections be delayed. 
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Peres resigned to foreign visits to Orient House 

TEL AVTV (AP) — In a softening of positions. Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said Friday he was resigned to continued visits by 
foreign leaden to the PLO headquarters in Jerusalem. Mr. Peres 
spoke after meeting earlier in the day with French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette who said he would hold talks at the 
PLO headquarters, known as the Orient House, over the 
weekend. Asked by reporters about Mr. de Chareite's plans. Mr. 
Peres said: “The question is whether it is worthwhile making an 
issue out of it for our dignity? What for?" In the past. Israel 
strenuously opposed visits by foreign leaden to the Orient House, 
saying they granted legitimacy to Palestinian political aspirations 
in the disputed city. The Palestinians want East Jerusalem, 
captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war, as a future capital. 
Israel has annexed East Jerusalem into its capital and said it woujd 
never relinquish sovereignty over all of the city Mr. Peres said 
Friday he would only take action against the Orient House if it was 
turned into a branch of Yasser Arafat's self-rule government. 
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King says it is up to Iraqis themselves to freely determine future 

‘Federation is only one of the options that they might want to consider’ 


k By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has asserted 
that any move which the 
Kingdom takes on Iraq is 
motivated by its concern for 
that country and its people, 
stressing that anybody who 
maintains silence about the 
deteriorating situation there 
is “contributing to the crime" 
that is .being committed 
against the Iraqi people. 

But the King, who empha- 
sised that he has no personal 
ambitions in Iraq, said that 
any role that the Kingdom 
will play in Iraq will be res- 
tricted to helping rally the 
various segments of the Iraqi 


people around a' plan of ac- 
tion to save their country and 
themselves "before it is too 
late." 

Speaking to journalists at a 
meeting in the Royal Court 
Thursday, the King said, 
however, that “nothing has 
been decided yet" on plans to 
bost the Iraqi opposition 
groups in a conference in 
Amman with the purpose of 
articulating plans to end (he 
suffering of Iraqis and pre- 
vent the disintegration of the 
country. 

“Our concern for Iraq and 
our love for Iraqis are the 
motivation for us in every 
move we take and everything 
we say (towards Iraq)... this 
besieged country where 


When Kings point out mistakes 
and journalists do soul-searching 


AMMAN (J.T.) — “I truly appreciate the Jordan Times and 
feel that, in its treatment of stories, articles and editorials, we 
can say it is a cut above the level." 

These kind words were spoken by His Majesty King Hussein 
during the meeting which he held with journalists at the Royal 
Court Thursday. 

“But while we wish for (this trend) to continue." King 
Hussein said, “weird things do happen sometimes." 

The King cited among these a report published by the 
Jordan Times Dec. 17 in which he was quoted as saying (at a 
joint press conference with U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher a day earlier, that Jordan was open to the idea of 
a federation between Jordan and Iraq if that would help end 
the political and economic isolation of Iraq. 

“I never said that,” the King said, "and I do not know how 
this (misquotation) could have happened." The King said that 
what "is required" of the media is accuracy because reports, 
"which have nothing to do with reality," confuse the people. 

The Editor of the Jordan Times, who was present at 
Thursday’s meeting, later apologised to His Majesty for the 
error. What happened was that the reporter who wrote the 
story had relied on a transcript of the press conference not his 
own, and he did not double check the quotations with other 
colleagues. The Jordan Times apologises to all its readers for 
any inconvenience the error may have caused them. 


things have reached a level 
that a person sells part of his 
body in order to secure food 
for himself and his family," 
said the King. 

"Anyone who maintains si- 
lence on this is contributing 
to the crime which is being 
exercised against the Iraqi 
people," said the King who 
pointed to the enormous 
natural resources and abili- 
ties that qualify Iraq for a 
leading role in the region. 

The King said that Jordan 
will not impose on the Iraqis 
any solutions or formulas to 
govern their country but 
would encourage the various 


Iraqi groups to meet and 
reach an understanding on 
how to save Iraq. 

“It is time that (representa- 
tives of all segments of Iraqi 
people) met and sent a mes- 
sage to every Iraqi that the 
bloodbath which is said to be 
awaiting the Iraqis will not 
occur," said the King. 

He said the Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups ought to assure 
their people that they are 
about to reach reconciliation 
and that they will work 
together to prevent a catas- 
trophe in Iraq. 

Stressing Jordan's un- 
wavering commitment to the 


Territorial integrity of Iraq, 
the King said the idea of a 
federation among the three 
major components of the Ira- 
qi society is only one of the 
options that the Iraqis could 
consider for the future, 
adding that he mentioned this 
formula after having heard it 
from some Iraqis. 

Saying that a federation 
system is a highly advanced 
and sophisticated form of 
governance, the King re- 
jected insinuations that such 
a choice would lead to the 
disintegration of Iraq. 

King Hussein expressed 
astonishment that voices 


which call for confederation 
between Jordan and the West 
Bank, which were united in 
the past, reject federation in 
Iraq even though it consti- 
tutes a closer form of rela- 
tions than confederation. 

“It is astonishing that some 
say that federation is not 
suitable for Iraq, and it might 
not be, while confederation is 
favoured among Jordanians 
and Palestinians despite all 
the (historically strong) ties 
with the Palestinians," said 
the King, adding that confed- 
eration is among the options 
that will be considered be- 
tween Jordan and the West 



His Majesty King Hussein addresses journalists at the Royal Court on Thursday (Petra photo) 


Bank when people on both 
sides of the river are free to 
choose. 

The King told the joumal- 
ists'that division in Iraq was 
manifested in the referendum 
that was carried out by the 
Iraqi regime earlier this year 
when large segments of socie- 
ty were excluded. 

“Division would occur 
through more bloodshed, 
destitution and suffering and 
through (the acts of some) 
neighbours of Iraq who have 
specific designs and objec- 
tives," the King said. “Our 
duty is to prevent the tearing 
apart, the loss, and the disin- 
tegration of Iraq." 

The King, who noted the 
special relations the Kingdom 
had with Iraq since the Great 
Arab Revolt up until shortly 
before 1958 when the two 
countries united, said Jordan 
stood by Iraq during its war 
with Iran because Baghdad 
was then defending the east- 
ern gate of the Arab World. 

Hie King said the King- 
dom later tried to upgrade 
the ties with Iraq amidst 
assurances that Iraq would 
not interfere in the domestic 
affairs of others and would 
not allow the use of Arab 
arms against other Arabs. 

“We were taken by sur- 
prise by the catastrophe., the 
military action which resulted 
in the occupation of 
Kuwait... which Jordan un- 
successfully tried to resolve. 
And just as the Iraqi regime 
did not listen* to the advice 
Jordan gave it during the 
Gulf crisis, it is still unwilling 
to enter into a dialogue that 
would enable (the Kingdom) 
to help the Iraqi people," the 
King said. "Unfortunately, I 
do .not see a window of hope 


because the (Iraqi) lead- 
ership would not enter into a 
dialogue that can lead to a 
result that can help us end the 
suffering of the Iraqis and 
save Iraq. The result, as I see 
it, is a catastrophe in front of 
us and it will harm others if 
we do not prevent it from 
occurring one way or the 
other.” 

The King also pointed to 
Iraq's failure to fulfil United 
Nations resolutions which, he 
said, go beyond the destruc- 
tion of weapons of mass des- 
truction to human rights and 
other issues. 

But despite the lack of 
cooperation by the Iraqi lead- 
ership to help Iraq and its 
people, Jordan will do all it 
can to ensure a better future 
for Iraqis. “We have no de-. 
signs or ambitions but to play 
our role in saving Iraq," said 
the King. 

King Hussein noted that 
the S1.2 billion debt Iraq 
owes Jordan is Jordanian tax- 
payers* money that the gov- 
ernment made available to 
companies “so that they play 
their role in helping Iraq." 

“We do not seek the disin- 
tegration of Iraq. We seek to 
rally the Iraqis together and 
around each other before it is 
too late." he said. "All Ira- 
qis, probably including cur- 
rent officials, should deter- 
mine their future freely so 
that, they can rebuild their 
country and prevent it from 
being a point of danger to the 
Arab Nation and to Iraq it- 
self." 

The King expressed be- 

(Conthmed on page 7) 
Gen. Kamel opposes federa- 
tion — page 12 


Sanaa, Asmara set conditions 
for ending Hanish dispute 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
and Eritrea squared up Fri- 
day each setting its own con- 
ditions for ending a dispute 
over a strategic Red Sea is- 
land capCur«j by Eritrean 
forces in an armed battle 
launched a week ago. 

Sanaa has demanded the 
withdrawal of all Eritrean 
forces from the island of 
Hanish A] Kabir captured on 
Monday after three days o£ 
fighting in which nine soldiers 
died. 

As a further precondition 
to any talks, the Yemeni gov- 
ernment has also called for 
the release of all 180 Yemeni 
prisoners. 

But Eritrean President 
Issaias Afe world rejected the. 
demands by his Yemeni 
counterpart Ali Abdullah 
Saleh out of hand on Friday. 

Instead he demanded both 
sides withdraw their troops 
; from the Hanish archipelago 
, of nine islands ahead of inter- 
national arbitration. 


"If both countries agree in 
principle to withdraw their 
forces from the Hanish 
archipelago, a neutral 
mediating body acceptable to 
both parties should be estab- 
lished until such time that a 
lasting' solution is found to 
the dispute through interna- 
tional arbitration," he said in 
a statement. 

Sanaa spelled oat its posi- 
tion to Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister Seyonm Mesfun 
who has undertaken to medi- 
ate between the two sides. 

“Eritrea must first erase 
the traces of its aggression 
against the Yemeni island of 
Hanish A1 Kabir," Mr. Saleh 
told Mr. Mesfun, according 
to the official news agency 
SABA. 

But Mr. Afeworki said: 
“To request as precondition 
and in an intimidating man- 
ner, that Eritrea alone should 
withdraw is however in- 
appropriate and nnaccept- 
able." 


He also rejected the de- 
mand for the release of pris- 
oners saying it was "not 
acceptable as a precondi- 
tion." 

The Yemeni government 
daily A1 Thawra condemned 
the “Stalinesque mentality” 
of Asmara as well as the 
“logic which consists of 
occupying (these islands) and 
then calling for negotia- 
tions." 

It said: "Sanaa has an in- 
alienable and legitimate right 
to defend the Yemeni island, 
if Asmara does not ensure 
that the traces of its aggres- 
sion are removed." 

Western diplomats in the 
Yemeni capital said Thursday 
that Yemen had boosted its 
military forces on two nearby 
Red Sea islands to dose in on 
the Eritrean troops, intend- 
ing to retake Hanish A1 Kabir 
and negotiate from a position 
of strength. 


Hamas, PNA talks fail 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Palestinian Islamic group 
Hamas Friday refused to re- 
nounce its violent campaign 
against Israel after reconcilia- 
tion talks with the Palestinian 
Authority failed to end its 
opposition to the peace pro- 
cess. 

The Islamic resistance 
movement, (Hamas), also 
ruled out taking part in the 
first Palestinian general elec- 
tions, due next month under 
Israeli-PLO autonomy 
accords, but agreed to avoid 
inciting supporters to boycott 
the polls. 

Hamas, which has killed 
dozens of Israelis since setf- 
Tule was launched in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho in May 1994, 
also agreed not to launch 
attacks in areas under Palesti- 
nian control. 

But it vowed to continue- 
violence in areas under 
Israeli occupation. “It is a 
legitimate struggle which is 
aimed at the occupier and not 
the authority, which we are 
not frying to embarrass,” said 
Hamas spokesman Khaled 
Misha’al. 


“It means that the Islamic 
movement commits itself not 
to cany out acts of violence 
in the regions controlled by 
the Palestinian Authority, 
while reserving the right to 
continue them in the territor- 
ies under Israeli- 
occupation," said a PLO 
member asking to remain 
anonymous. 

The head of the PLO de- 
legation Selim A1 Zaa n un 
said it was up to the Israelis 
to respond to attacks in areas 
under their control. 

“We have no authority in 
Hebron and if an operation 
takes place there for example 
no-one can call us to 
account," he told a press 
conference. 

But political analysts said 
the militant group's offer fell 
short of what Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat had 
hoped would come out of 
four days of negotiations in 
Cairo between the authority 
and its hardline opponents. 

He had hoped to persuade 
the group to take part in the 
election in return for an end 
to violence and his PLO- 
dominated authority had 


offered to enter into a nation- 
al coalition with Hamas at the 
start of talks. 

It had also agreed to give 
20 per cent of the 83 seats in 
the first elected Palestinian 
autonomy council to Hamas, 
according to one member of 
the PLO delegation. 

Mr. Zaanun, who has de- 
scribed the talks as positive, 
sought to play down their 
differences. “We didn’t come 
here to obtain something 
from Hamas and neither did 
they.*' 

However, the Hamas rep- 
resentative in Tehran, Usama 
Hamdan, told AFP: "We lis- 
tened to the Palestinian Au- 
thority's point of view and we 
found nothing there to make 
us change our opinions. 

“On the contrary, their 
arguments convinced us to 
stick even more firmly to our 
positions." 

In a joint statement late 
Thursday, the two sides said: 
“Hamas is sticking to its posi- 
tion on the elections and the 
commitments of the Palesti- 
nian Authority (on the peace 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel may abandon referendum on Golan 


Peres, Assad summit in 3-4 months 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi-, 
mon Peres said Friday he 
may abandon plans for a re- 
ferendum on any 'withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights if a 
peace treaty with Syria looks 
likely in the run-up to next 
year’s elections. 

Meanwhile, top peace 
negotiator said in an inter- 
view published on Friday that 
an uprecedented summit be- 
tween Prime Minister Peres 
and Syrian President Hafez 
A! Assad was conceivable in 
three to four months. 

Mr. Peres told Israeli 
newspaper editors that a re- 
ferendum would be “super- 
fluous” because the public 
-could express its views in the 
general elections, set for next 
October 29. 

His predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was assassinated 
by a Jewish fanatic on Nov. 4, 
had pledged to put to a re- 
ferendum any “major with- 
drawal” from the Golan 
Heights in exchange for 
peace with Syria. 

The two countries are to 
open three days of peace 


talks on Wednesday outside 
Washington, before bolding a 
second round a week later. 

Syria demands a total 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan, a strategic plateau 
dominating northern Israel 
which was captured in the 
1967 Middle East war and 
annexed by Israel in 1981. 

The future of the Golan 
has been the main stumbling 
block in previous Israeli- 
Syrian talks, which broke 
down in June. 

Mr. Peres refused to spe- 
cify to which line Israel would 
pull back from the Golan, 
saying the “depth of the with- 
drawal depends on the level 
of peace that Israel gets in 
exchange from Syria." 

“I. do not believe Israel 
should show all its cards and 
spell out the concessions it is 
ready to make at this stage in 
the negotiations," the prime 
minis ter added.’. 

Mr. Peres, addressing 
Israeli newspaper editors at a 
luncheon Friday, predicted 
that peace with Syria was 
imminent: “Neither we nor 
the Syrians have any alterna- 


tive but to make peace. I say: 
There will be peace." 

Mr. Peres refused to say 
explicitly that he would agree 
to a fell Golan withdrawal, 
reiterating Israel’s position 
that "the depth of the with- 
drawal will be equal to the 
depth of the peace." 

Positive signals from 
Damascus were also picked 
up by French Foreign Minis- 
ter Herve de Charette, who 
hosted the Syrian Vice Presi- 
dent Abdul Halim Khaddam 
in Paris earlier this week and 
is now visiting Israel. 

Mr. de Charette told 
Israel’s Haaretz daily Friday 
that there is “a substantial 
change in the Syrian posi- 
tion." 

“Syria is moving in a new- 
direction, and has reassessed 
the situation,” Mr. de 
Charette said. 

Syria was motivated by 
"the change in the interna- 
tional environment, the prog-., 
ress already accomplished in 
the peace process and the 
prospects it brings for de- 
velopment," Mr. de Charette 
told a news conference Fri- 


day. 

He stressed that France has 
a special interest in the inde- 
pendence of Lebanon, which 
was ruled by France between 
World War I and World War 
n under a mandate from the 
League of Nations. 

“We are specially con- 
cerned with the independ- 
ence and sovereignty of this 
country with which we have a 
very old and very good rela- 
tionship," Mr. de Charette 
said. 

However, France “does 
not disapprove” of Shimon 
Peres* reported offer to rec- 
ognise Syria’s dominance 
over Lebanon, Mr. de 
Charette said. Syria has an- 
estimated 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 

Asked how Syria re- 
sponded to his expression of 
concern for Lebanon’s inde- 
pendence, be replied “they 
approved." 

He ended the news confer- 
ence before he could be 
asked to explain the apparent 
contradictions. 

Uri Savir also said he be- 
lieved a history-making peace 


— Savir 

accord with Syria could be 
reached before Israeli nation- 
al elections set for October 
1996. 

Meanwhile, French Fore- 
ign Minister Herve de 
Charette told Mr. Peres 
Damascus was ready for a* 
fast negotiating process. 

Asked by Israel’s mass cir- 
culation daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth “when do you see Prime 
Minister Peres and President 
Assad shaking hands," Mr. 
Savir was quoted as saying: 

“If we want peace, it could 
happen in three or four 
months." Mr. Savir, also a 
main architect of Israel’s his- 
toric 1993 peace deal with the 
Palestinians, said: “Yes." 

Israel and Syria are to re- 
sume peace talks, between 
more junior officials, near 
Washington Dec. 27. The 
Jewish state has long urged a 
summit but Damascus has 
been reticent. 

The resumption will end a 
six-month suspension of 
negotiations that occurred 
over Israel’s demand for ear- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Arafat will have to bend to ‘status quo’ at Christmas mass 


By Lac de Barochez 

Agence France Presse 

BETHLEHEM, West 
Bank — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat will have to 
curb his fiery temperament 
and submit to strict ancient 
Christian rite when he 
attends his first Christmas 
midnight mass Sunday in 
newly autonomous Beth- 
lehem. 

The service is tightly reg- 
ulated by the “status quo” 
— a pact in force at the 
principle Christian sites in 
the Holy Land since a dis- 
pute between Orthodox 
and Catholics over access 
to the Church of the Nativ- 
ity helped unleash the Cri- 
mean War in 1853. 

. That conflict, which left 
tens of thousands dead, en- 
ded with the defeat of Rus- 
sia by an allied force from 
Britain, France and the 
Ottoman Empire. 


Franciscan clerics, who 
represent the Roman 
Catholic Church in dealings 
concerning the holy sites, 
met recently in Gaza Gty 
with Mr. Arafat — a Mus- 
lim' — to explain the status- 
quo and the ensemble of 
sometimes curious but al- 
ways respected rules gov- 
erning Christmas mass. 

The rules leave no place 
for a pre-eminent role for 
the chief of Bethlehem's 
new ruling power, the 
Palestinian Authority, 
which gained control, of the 
town after the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces on Thurs- 
day. 

The ceremony is pres- 
ided over by the Latin Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem — a 
post held since 1987 by the 
Palestinian cleric Michel 
Sabbah — who must follow 
a closely choreographed 
itinerary from the moment 
of his grand entry into 


Bethlehem until the end of 
the midnight mass. 

In the first row of the 
church, to the right of the 
patriarch, sit the four 
Catholic consul-generals of 
Jerusalem — from Bel- 
gium. France, Italy and 
Spain, — and 16 of their 
guests. 

To the left, 20 seats are 
reserved for civil author- 
ities: Bethlehem Mayor 
Elias Freij, the town gov- 
ernor (until last year the 
Israeli military governor), 
and 18 of their guests, in- 
cluding this year, Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

The Palestinian leader,- 
•who normally insists on 
.head-of-state treatment, 
will find himself limited to 
being just one of the other 
guests. 

At the end of the mass, 
the patriarch descends to 
the Cave of the Nativity 
beneath the basilica to read 


the gospel of the birth of 
Christ, accompanied only 
by fellow clergy and the 
four consul-generals. 

The “status quo," de- 
creed by an Ottoman sultan 
in the 18th century to bring 
an end to incessant quar- 
relling between Catholics, 
Orthodox, Armenians, and 
other Christian Churches, 
was confirmed as “inviol- 
able" in the 19th century 
Berlin Treaty. 

Since then, each occupy- 
ing power in Bethlehem 
has respected the pact even 
if attending Israeli author- 
ities had the habit of arriv- 
ing late for Christmas mass 
each year. 

The status quo requires 
that the Latin Christmas — 
the Orthodox' celebrate the 
birth of Christ on Jan. 6 
and the Armenians on Jan, 
18 — be celebrated in the 
Church of Saint Catherine, 
a Franciscan edifice adja- 


cent to thd Church of the 
Nativity. 

The fourth century 
Church of the Nativity is 
reserved for the exclusive 
use of the Greek Ortho- 
dox, the oldest of the 
Christian denominations in 
the Holy Land and the one 
responsible for more than 
half of all the holy sites. 

The entrance to the 
Nativity basilica is through 
a 1.25-metre opening called 
the "humility gate.” The 
Latin patriarch is only per- 
mitted to pass through the 
gate on his way to the Cave 
of the Nativity. 

The status quo also ap- 
■plies to the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre and the 
Church of Gethsemane in 
Jerusalem, with rules just 
as precise and arcane as in 
Bethlehem. 

As the Israeli writer 

{Continued on page 2) 
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Ciller behind in polls 
— Turkish newspaper 


ANKARA (R) — A leading 
Turkish newspaper, in a 
media war ahead of general 
elections this weekend, on 
Friday published opinion 
showing Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller trailing behind two 
other parties. 

The anti-Ciller Hurriyet 
daily said Ms. Ciller came 
first in only one of 13 surveys 
done in recent weeks. The 
main opposition Motherland 
Party (ANAP) was ahead in 
six of the polls and the Islam- 
ist Welfare Party (RP) led 
five others, it said. ANAP 
and RP came in a dead heat 
in the remaining survey, it 
said. 

Although newspapers have 
been openly flouting a pre- 
election ban on publishing 
polls, an Istanbul court on 
Friday ordered the day's 
issues of Hurriyet and the 
tabloid Posta confiscated for 
publishing surveys, the 


Anatolian news agency said. 

The same court had Hur- 
riyet's sister paper Milliyet 
and another paper confis- 
cated on Thursday for a simi- 
lar poll. 

Hurriyet and Milliyet have 
backed conservative" ANAP 
leader Mesut Yilmaz for Sun- 
day's elections as part of a 
bitter circulation war with 
rival daily Sabah. 

The pro- Ciller Sabah de- 
voted many of its columns on 
Friday to scathing attacks on 
the opposition leader. “Yil- 
maz has done nothing of note 
in his whole political career," 
h said. 

The newspaper this week 
quoted unnamed polls which 
said more than 20 per cent of 
voters, mostly women, were 
still undecided, and predicted 
that many of these votes 
would go to Ms. Ciller. 

Former Premier Yilmaz 
has urged conservative voters 


Pro-Kurdish party Holbrooke 
seeks active role in to ir y 
Turkish politics shutde 


ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
key’s newly-founded pro- 
Kurdish People's Democracy 
Party (HADEP), which 
backs a peaceful settlement 
to the country's Kurdish con- 
flict, is bidding for an active 
parliamentary role following 
the December 24 general 
election. 

“We must enter parliament 
to play an active role in Tur- 
key's politics, particularly to- 
ward a peaceful solution to 
the Kurdish problem" 
HADEP Deputy Secretary 
General Mehmet Zeynettin 
Unay told AFP in an inter- 
view. 

“I think we'll receive the 
necessary 10 per . cent vote 
and be represented in parlia- 
ment by some 50 deputies,” 
be predicted. 

HADEP is strong in Tur- 
key’s mainly Kurdish- 
populated southeast, scene of 
a separatist rebellion laun- 
ched by the outlawed Kurdis- 
tan Workers Party (PKK) U 
years ago. 


More than 21,000 people, 
including PKK rebels, mem- 
bers of security forces and 
civilians, have been killed in 
violence in the regiotr since 
then. 

“We have no organic links 
with the PKK,” Mr. Unay 
insisted. “And we have never 
approval of violence by the 
... sides” the Turkish military 
and the PKK. 

Mr. Unay said that for a 
settlement “the Kurdish 
identity should be guaranteed 
by the constitution” and bans 
on free discussion of the Kur- 
dish question should be 
lifted. 

“And later the Turkish 
government and representa- 
tives of Kurds should start 
talks for a peaceful solution,” 
he said. 

Cengjz Candar. a leading 
political analyst, recently sug- 
gested in a commentary that 
in the near future HADEP 
might even play a role similar 
to Sinn Fein. 


Rail engineer blamed 
for Cairo collision that 
killed 75 people 


CAIRO (AP) — Police on 
Friday blamed a rail engineer 
for the crash of two passenger 
trains that killed 75 people, 
saying he was speeding at 110 
kilometres an hour despite 
heavy fog. 

The engineer, Mahmoud 
Mahmoud, was being held 
under guard in a hospital, 
where his right leg was ampu- 
tated after Thursday’s colli- 
sion, police sources said. 

Mr. Mahmoud’s short-haul 
train plowed into the rear of 
another southbound train, a 
passenger express that had 
slowed because of the morn- 
ing fog blanketing the rail 
line along the River Nile. 

The engineer was charged 
on Friday with causing death 
by negligence, the police 
sources said, insisting on 
anonymity. 

The force of the crash sent 
rail carriages hurtling over 
each other, and derailed cars 
smashed into wooden shops 
lining both sides of the track 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

1440 Bade 10 (he Future 

14J0 ... Harry and the Hendersons 

1540 t. Blue Heelers 

15J0 Only in Hollywocxl 

1*M 

The Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

i&M Sky Trackers 

1740 

Children's Programme: CEsl Pas 
Sordcr 

17 JO Magazine — Omnisciences 
1*40 

Drama — Ccst Mon Historic 

1946 Lc Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Faut Pas Rover 

19J0 News Headlines 

19JS Major Dad 

2040 

Doc. — The stamp Of Greatness 
2th25 The Bold And The Beautiful 

21:10 Star Trek 

2240 News in English 

Zfc2 5 

Feature Film: "The Town Bully” 
2346 Scric — Behaving Badly 

PRAYER TIMES 

•545 Fajr 

Q6'J7 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 1:34 Dhuhr 

14:18 'Asr 

1641 Maghreb 

1844 'Isha 


in Badrshein, 20 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

Officials put the toll as 75 
dead and 76 wounded. A list 
of the first 38 identified fatali- 
ties.. published Friday in- 
cluded two women and five 
more were listed among the 
unidentified. One victim was 
a woman whose leg was 
sheared off and whose baby 
died in her arms. 

The state-owned daily Al- 
Gomhuriya quoted Minister 
of Transport Suleiman Met- 
wally as saying the accident 
resulted from “a one-man 
mistake.” But Mr. Metwally 
also suspended several offi- 
cials at the railway authority 
until a full investigation of 
the accident was completed. 

The train driven by Mr. 
Mahmoud was going from 
Cairo to Fayoum, 90 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al. The passenger express was 
headed to southern Egypt, 
which contains the tourist 
cities of Luxor and Aswan. 


CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Charch 
Swefffch, Td. 810740 
AnembBes of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chun* Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnnimdaUou Td. 

637440. 

De fa Safle Church Tel. 661757 
Torasaucta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the An—Mw Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian CifboHc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chon* Td. 

775261. 

SC. Ephraim Cbm* Td. 771751. 
Amman Internatioiial fh m r h Td. 
652526. 

Eva ny Beil Lutheran Chun* Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazaram Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
Tel. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology- 

Moderate weather conditions are 
expected to prevail with tempera- 
tures around average and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba. 


to try 
shuttle 
diplomacy 
in Cypriot 
problem 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Richard Holbrooke, who 
negotiated an end to the war 
in former Yugoslavia, plans 
another round of shuttle di- 
plomacy next month when he 
takes on the complex 21- 
year-old conflict in Cyprus. 

Mr. Holbrooke, an assis- 
tant secretary of state, plans 
in late January to visit 
Greece, Turkey, the divided 
Mediterranean island itself 
and several other countries, a 
U.S. State Department offi- 
cial has said. 

Cyprus has been unofficial- 
ly partitioned since Turkey 
invaded in 1974. 

In 1983, Turkish Cypriots, 
who account for about a 
quarter of the island's 

750.000 people, declared a 
breakaway state in the north 
under the protection of 

30.000 Turkish troops. 

The territorial dispute has 
put NATO members Greece 
and Turkey periodically dose 
to war. The United Nations 
maintains 1.200 peacekeep- 
ers on Cyprus along the de 
facto frontier, which passes 
through Nicosia, the. capital. 

U.N. -sponsored peace 
talks between the two com- 
munities have broken down 
repeatedly over failure to 
agree on confidence-building 
measures aimed at reuniting 
the island as a twin-zoned 
federation. The two sides 
also have been unable to 
agree on the terms governing 
eventual union. 

Earlier this month, 
Richard I. Beattie, President 
Bill Clinton's special envoy 
on Cyprus, met with Presi- 
dent Glafcos Clerides and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash in an effort to res- 
tart the peace process. Re- 
sults of those meetings were 
inconclusive, reports said. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether Mr. Hol- 
brooke, who announced on 
Tuesday he was retiring from 
the foreign service to return 
to private life, would stand a 
better chance of persuading 
the two sides to resolve their 
differences. 


Freij : Israeli officials not invited, civilians 
welcome to Bethlehem Christmas festivities 


to abandon Ms. Ciller and 
unite behind him against the 
Islamists. 

Ms. Ciller’s party has 
urged electoral authorities to 
fully enforce the ban on pre- 
election surveys. 

Hurriyet on Friday said 
most opinion polls showed 
Ms. Ciller, Turkey’s first 
woman prime minister, in 
third place behind Yilmaz 
and Welfare’s Necmettin 
Erbakan. 

It published charts of three 
opinion polls it said were 
carried out by independent 
firms. ANAP and Welfare 
were set to gamer around 20 
per cent of the vote each with 
Ms. Ciller several points be- 
hind, it said. 

Ms. Ciller called the elec- 
tions 10 months before they 
were due after her minority 
government lost a parliamen- 
tary vote of confidence in 
October. 


, BETHLEHEM, West 
j Bank (AP) — Bethlehem 
1 Mayor Elias Freij pushed 
for peace when the idea 
was not so popular. As 
Israeli troops finally left his 
town waving a friendly- 
goodbye. he ruefully 
admitted the bitterness 
would take time to subside. 

Israeli officials, be sug- 
gested, are not necessarily 
welcome at the town's first 
Palestinian- run Christmas 
festivities on Sunday night. 

“For 28 years, Israelis 
were represented here by 
their military governors. 
Maybe in three years we’ll 
invite them,” said Mr. 
Freij, who is also the tour- 
ism minister in Yasser Ara- 
fat's Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Mr. Freij later said 
Israeli tourists could come 
to Bethlehem as long as 
they were not armed. 
“They are welcome, pro- 
vided they come without 
guns,” Mr. Freij said. “We 
want a peaceful ceremony, 
and no visitors will be 
allowed to carry arms.” 

Many Israelis travelling 
through Palestinian towns 
carry arms for protection, 
and most Jewish settlers 
are armed. 

• The Israeli army 
announced- Friday that it 
would bar Israelis from en- 
tering Bethlehem through 
Sunday. The order was in 
line with army practices to 
keep Israelis out of PLO- 
ruled areas in the first few 
days after the handover of 
power to avoid friction. 

On Thursday evening, 
the Palestinian self-rule 
government took over this 
town just eight kilometres 
south of Jerusalem. In a 
cacophony of church bells, 
gunfire and cheering 
crowds, the last Israeli 
troops withdrew from Man- 
ger Square and over 850 
Palestinian police took up 
positions in the town. 

Bethlehem, the town 
where Jesus was born, thus 
became the sixth West 
Bank town — in addition to 
■the Gaza Strip r— to come 
.under Paired hi an control 
as part of the Israel-PLO 


autonomy accords. Ramal- 
lah and much of Hebron 
will also be evacuated be- 
fore Palestinian elections 
Jan. 20. 

Although Muslims out- 
number Christians in the 
town by 35,000 to 15,000, 
the Christmas celebrations 
this year are expected to be 
a manifestation of all 
Palestinians national 
aspirations. 

About 10.000 gathered in 
Manger Square to witness 
the Israeli pullout. Fire- 
workers burst and gunfire 
crackled as Israeli troops 
left their police headquar- 
ters on the square in a 
convoy of 11 jeeps. Celeb- 
rants mobbed the last jeep 
and an Israeli soldier stand- 
ing on the back bumper 
waved goodbye. 

That marked the end of 
Israel's occupation in the 
town, which began in June 
1967 when Israel took the 
West Bank from Jordan 
and the Gaza Strip from 
Egypt, along with other 
territories. Now, for the 
first time ever. Palestinians 
are in charge. 

“This is a historical 
night,” an exultant Mr. 
Freij told the Associated 
Press. “At long last, the 
Israeli occupation has left 
this town. It’s time for us to 
prove that we are capable 
of running our affairs by 
ourselves.” 

“This is the beginning of 
a difficult road ahead.” the 
78-year-old Freij added. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, a Muslim, was to 
visit Bethlehem for the first 
time on Sunday, Christmas 
Eve, and deliver a speech 
from the roof of the Church 
of the Nativity before a 
crowd expected to number 
in the tens of thousands. 

Mr. Arafat is coming on 
Saturday afternoon, with 
his wife Suha and their 
baby daughter Zahwa. 

Mr. Freij said no other 
world leaders — including 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres — were invited 
to the festivities. ■ 

. .Mrl Freij's. rueful tone 
was in contrast with a 







Ik 


A Christian Palestinian police woman touches Biblical town’s 45,000 Christians are preper- 
an icon of the Virgin Mary and baby Jesus as ing to celebrate their first Christmas under 


she prays in the Church of the Nativity Friday 
one day after Israel handed over control to the 
birthplace of Jesus to PLO control. The 


PLO rule after 28 years of Israeli occupation 
(Renters photo) 


career of pushing for 
Palestinian-lsraeli concilia- 
tion. 

“I’ve been preaching for 
peace for the past 25 years 
and have been saying that 
there will never be a milit- 
ary solution for the Arab- 


Israeli crisis,” said Mr. 
Freij, a Greek . Orthodox 
Christian who has been 
mayor of this West Bank 
dty for 23 years. 

For this, he has faced 
death threats and conde- 
mnations. Palestinian 


radicals attacked him for 
proposing peace talks at 
the United Nations in 1974 
and denounced him for 
“treachery" after he called 
for a cease-fire during the 
1987-1993 Palestinian' up- 
rising. 


‘ White House agrees 
to action plan for Iran’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House has agreed 
to accept a covert action 
programme aimed at mod- 
erating Iran’s Islamic regime 
which had been approved by 
the House of Representa- 
tives, the Washington Post 
said Friday. 

The $20 million covert, 
anti-Iranian programme pas- 
sed by the House Thursday 
was a modified version of an 
original programme intended 
to overthrow the Tehran gov- 
ernment, which was stead- 
fastly opposed by Mr. Clin- 
ton and the Senate. 

The bill was pushed 
through at the insistence of 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich, who has described Iran 
as “the most dangerous coun- 
try in the world." 

Administration and con- 
gressional sources told the 
daily that Mr. Gingrich for 
weeks held up the passage of 
a $28 billion intelligence com- 
munity spending bill to force 
the White House to accept a- 
covert programme for Iran. 

The Senate is expected to 
take up and approve the 
House-passed covert plan on 
Friday, and the sources said 
Mr. Clinton would sign it into 


law shortly after he receives 
it. 

The anti-Iran programme 
is interned to move Iraq, 
even gradually, towards a 
more democratic form of 
government, and does not 
authorise any spending for 
lethal military aid to anti-Iran 
forces, the sources said.^ 

Also Thursday, the Senate 
approved a bill tightening 
current U.S. sanctions 
against Iran by punishing 
foreign firms that invest in 
Iran’s oil industry, which Mr. 
Clinton has also indicated he 
will accept. 

The proposal is intended to 
force foreign companies to 
choose between doing busi- 
ness with Iran and doing busi- 
ness with the United States. 

A similar bill is under con- 
sideration at the House of 
Representatives, where 
sources predicted the appor- 
!oval of stronger sanctions 
probably including a ban on 
exports to the United States 
by foreign corporations in- 
vesting in Iran. 

Iran is on the U.S. State 
Department's black list of 
countries who support inter- 
national terrorism and aspire 
to develop their own nuclear 
weapons. 


UAE president hosts lunch 
for deposed Qatari emir 


DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) Presi- 
dent hosted a lunch on Friday 
to honour the deposed emir 
of Qatar, whose son ousted 
him in a June bloodless 
palace coup. 

Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad 
AJ Thani arrived in Abu 
Dhabi on Thursday, his first 
visit to a Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) country since 
his son overthrew him. 

GCC leaders had im- 
mediately recognised Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Khalifa A1 Thani 
as Qatar's new ruler. 

President Sheikh Zaid Bin 
Sultan Al Nahayan hosted a 
lunch to honour “his brother. 
His Royal Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Hamad,” the 
official news agency WAM 
said. 

UAE officials on Friday 
could not say how long 
Sheikh Khalifa planned to 
stay in what they term a 
brotherly visit. 

Diplomats said some of his 
aides and associates arrived 
in the UAE before him, a 
sign he might stay for a long 
time. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 2/13 

Aqaba 8 / 20 

Deserts (V 15 

Jordan Valley 8/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 12, Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 93 per can, 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhlcsMazahrah 820425 

Dr. Salman Al Daboubi .... 776751 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Khalid M'addi 743500 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

N ai roukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 

Alqnds pharmacy ..... 


281741 

. — (-) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akrara Haddad 985550 

Kbalifcti pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvil Defence Emergency 199 

RcacucPolice 192. 621 II 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pobcc 896390 

Pahhc Security Department ....... 630321 

Hotel Complaints ........ 605800 

Price Complaints 76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 
Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
„ . 8156*5 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
RbaUdi Maternity, J. Aznn 

644281/6 

Akflch Maternity. J. Amn. 

. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani $07071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashraflch 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queer Aha Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hjkma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibo AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hiya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Damascus (RJ | 

09M Aqaba I RJ) 

Kb 15 New Delhi (RJ) 

6ft55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

Ifc* Colombo (RJ) 

12M New Delhi (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*2® Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:40.... Vienna (RJ) 

01:30 Berlin. Vienna (RJ) 


“He certainly feels more at 
home here than in France 
because of geographic pro- 
ximity, culture, language and 
other factors,” said one. 

Sheikh Khalifa was in 
Switzerland when he was de- 
posed by his son and was 
believed to have moved to 
France afterwards. 

Diplomats said Sheikh 
Khalifa's request to visit the 
UAE was made two months 
ago, and Doha and been told 
of it beforehand. 

Qatari ambassador to the 
UAE, Abdullah Mohammad^ 
Uthman. was among those on* 
hand to receive Sheikh Khali- 
fa at the airport. 

Qatar, which has said 
Sheikh Khalifa was welcome 
to return whenever he 
wanted, has made no com- 
ment on his UAE visit. 

But some diplomats say 
Doha might not feel at ease, 
especially after Sheikh Khali- 
fa told leaders of the GCC 
earlier this month that he was 
still the legal ruler of Qatar 
and that he had not relin- 
quished his post. 

His visit gained signifi- 
cance after Qatar’s Emir 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1 2:4 * Bahrain, Doha (OF) 

!** Rome (AZ) 

J 5:00 Vienna (OS) 

J*!f Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:05 Lamaca(CY) 

“ Cairo (MS) 

22:45 Athens. Beirut lOA) 

25:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:15 .... London. Damascus (BA) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

JJiH Beirut (RJ) 

"fc 3 ® Aqaba (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

I' 1 ® Madrid. Geneva ( RJ) 

Paris. Brussels | RJ) 

!“® London (RJ) 

j:!?J Cairo (RJ) 

- Vienna 1RJ) 

5* 05 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

Larnaca ( RJ ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

“[ Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:50 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

SiS ••••■■ Beirut (ME) 

,J - 30 Bahrain. Shariqah (GF) 


Sheikh Hamad walked out of 
a GCC summit in early De- 
cember, isolating Doha- and 
exposing rifts within the 
group, masked for years by 
statements reflecting unhy. 

The GCC alliance, formed 
in 1981, also includes Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, and 
Bahrain. 

UAE officials said they ex- 
pected Qatari Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Hamad Bin Jassim 
Bin Jabr Al Thani to visit 
Abu Dhabi on Saturday as 
part of a GCC fence-mending 
tour that will also take him to 
Oman and Kuwait. 

Bahrain has turned down 
his request to visit and there 
has been no indication GCC 
power-broker Riyadh is on 
his schedule. 

Arafat 

(Continued from page I) 

Amos Elon noted concern- 
ing the Holy Sepulchre: “If 
Franciscan hands dare 
touch Greek dust with a 
broom, the response can be 
so violent that police must 
be called in." 


Rome (AZ) 

Vienna (OS) 

Dubai (EK) 

Larnaca (CY) 

Cairo (MS) 

25:40 Damascus. Paris ( AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

05:00 Athens (OA) 

05:05 London (BA) 

market prices 

Uppcrfowcr price in fils per kg. 

£PP* C 7WV500 

680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Banana (imported) SS 0/700 

100/50 

SEL 260/150 i 

Cauliflower luyso 1 

Cucumbers (large) 7001 120 j 

Cucumbers (small) 350 / 220 

'Want 200 1 100 ' 

S ari,c 750500 ! 

prape Fruit 220/150 | 

tf mon 250/180 i 

Marrow (large) 120/80 

Marrow (small) tjj / 15 Q 

Onion (green j "... 22(V150 

Union (dry) 23Qt jsq 

S?? 6 /,:-”: 540/400 

j£P pcr •>«> 260/180 , 

Pepper (sweet) 260/180 I 

5 °“.*° 260 1 180 

£?.* sh - 150/80 

Srt 12080 

S«nng Beans 530 / 450 

Tangerine Z7W20Q 

tomato 170/100 
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C HRIST MAS GREETINGS: HRH Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday conveys 
Chrtetmses wishes to^ leaders of the Christian community in the town of Husn, near 
lrbid. Uunng a visit to the town as part of a tour he made in the Irbid Gover- 
norate, Prince Hassan asked Christian leaders to convey his congratulations and 
best rest of the community. Representatives of the community 

thanked Prince Hassan for his gesture of good-wilL Prince Hassan was accompa- 
nied on the tour by HRH Prince Rashid Bin Al Hassan, the Irbid governor and 
deputies from the Irbid Governorate (Petra photo) 


Prince Ali celebrates 20th birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Ali Bin Al Hussein 
today celebrates bis 20th 
anniversary. Prince Ali was 
bora to HM King Hussein 
and the late Queen Alia on 
Dec. 23, 1975. He received 
his elementary and junior 
secondary education at the 
Islamic Scientific College, 
the American School and 
the International Baccalau- 
reate school. He joined Sal- 
isbury school in Connecti- 
cut state in the United 
Stales, where be completed 
his secondary education 
and graduated in June 1993. 
In 1994, Prince Ali joined 
Sandhurst Military College 
where he got the Brunei 
Medal of Distinction and 
graduated with honours. In 
. SepL 1995 be joined Prince- 
ton University in the United 
States where he currently 
studies political sciences 
and history. Prince Ali is 
the honorary President of 
Prince Ali club for the deaf 
and dumb. 




LECTURE 

* "The Status and Future of the Pales- 
tinian Banking System" by Dr. Foiiad 
Bseiso at the Abdel Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6.00 
p.m. 


SHORT STORY RECITAL 


* Recital of short stories by Hozama 
Habayeb at the Phoenix Gallery, gar- 
dens St., at 6.00 p.m. 


BAZAAR 

* Christmas bazaar at the Greek 
Orthodox Church in the Ruwa 
Neighbourhood, Fuheis. (until 
22 ) 

EXHIBITIONS 


(Until Dec 20th). 

* Works by artist Hind Nasser at 
Darat Al Funun (until Jan. 6). 
"Photography by poet Ibrahim Nas- 
rallah entitled "The Autobiography of 
an Eye" at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibaeh. (Until Jan. 4). 

* Photography exhibition "Biblical 
Itineraries" at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec 30). 


CHRISTMAS SALE 

"Gifts (publications by the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature, hand-painted Christmas 
cards, hand-crafted silver ' 


Sec. 


* Photography exhibition. Kingdom 
Of Peace, by zohrab Markarian at 
The National Gallery, Jabal Weibdeh. 


recycled glass, pottery) at Beit Al 
Fuheis Hall, Funeis (until Dec. 22). 

“Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas Kas- 
sisieh (includes Christmas items, 
table mats, baskets, wall-hangings, 
candle-holders and side-lamps) at the 
Jordan Design and Trade Centre of 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off 
Wadi Saqra Street (until Dec. 31). 


'Peres, Assad summit in months' 




(Continued from page 1) 

ly warning stations on the 
Golan Heights under any 
withdrawal. 

Both ades have demons- 
trated a resolve to make 
headway since the assassina- 
tion in November Of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a 
rightwing Jew opposed to 
handing land to Arabs. 

More than four years of 
negotiations between the 
sides have foundered over 
the strategic Golan Heights, 
a plateau captured by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

Syria demands a full Israeli 
withdrawal. Israel will not 
detail the scope of a pullback 
until Syria says if peace 
means full ties, open borders 
and trade. 

Mr. Savir indicated on 
Wednesday Israel could drop 
the demand for early warning 


stations on the Golan after a 
withdrawal. 

Maariv daily said on Friday 
that if and when Israel signed 
a treaty with Syria in parallel' 
it would sign a defence agree- 
ment with the United States 
providing it reconnaisance 
planes and access to intelli- 
gence from U.S. spy satel- 
lites. 

Israeli officials were not 
available to comment. 

But Israel is sticking by its 
refusal to detail the scope of a 
withdrawal before the nature 
of the peace is defined. 

“Under no circumstances 
will we say. Not before we 
get down to serious, effective 
negotiations and not before 
we~ know about all the ele- 
ments of peace,” Mr. Savir 
told Yedioth. 

“Israel has no territorial or 
other ambitions in Leba- 


non,” the statement quoted 
Mr. Peres telling Mr. de 
Chare tte. 


Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

process with Israel) while 
agreeing not to force any- 
body to boycott the elec- 
tions.’* 

They also announced they 
had derided to form a joint; 
committee to settle urgent 
problems that might arise be- 
tween them. 

Mr. Arafat, who had been 
expected to take pan in the 
final day of negotiations on 
Thursday, left Cairo without 
attending the talks when it 
became clear they had been 
unable, to make significant 
headway. 


Consumer society announces start 
of national boycott against coffee 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Following the 
“ mini mum reduction" on 
coffee prices agreed to 
between the Ministry of 
Supply and coffee 
importers on Monday last 
week, the National Society 
for Consumer Protection 
(NSGP) announced the start 
of a national boycott 
against coffee. 

The announcement was 
made by Mohammed Obei- 
dat, president of the NSCP. 
during a press conference 
held on Thursday. 

According to Dr. Obeidat, 
who is also professor of 
economics at the University 
of Jordan, the boycott 
should have a considerable 
impact on the internal mar- 
ket and coffee sales should 
drop by 40-50 per cent. 

“The reduction on coffee 
prices which was 
announced by the Ministry 
of Supply last week is min- 
imum, has no effective 


value and is for below our 
expectations," Dr. Obeidat 
said 

While the NSCP called 
for the coffee prices to be 
lowered to JD 3 per kilo- 
gramme for the qualitv 
“Extra”, to JD 2.75 per 
kilogramme for the quality 
“Special”, and to JD 2.25 
per kilogramme for the 
“Rupesta”, only one quali- 
ty, the “Rupesta,” went 
down from JD 4.5 to JD 3 J 
per kilogramme. 

The NSCP called for the 
boycott against coffee after 
a poll on 3,000 housewives 
showed that S5.6 per cent 
of them were willing to 
comply with the boycott 
and stop buying and con- 
suming coffee. 

According to a press 
statement on the coffee 
price reduction issued by 
the Ministry of Supply last 
Monday, other coffee prod- 
ucts will be sold at market 
prices, which are currently 
ranging from JD 6.5 to JD 
4.5 per kilogramme. 


Dr. Obeidat pointed out 
that the price ceiling was 
imposed only on the 
“Rupesta,” which is the 
worst quality of coffee sold 
on the national market. 

The decision to lower the 
coffee prices was taken by 
the Ministry of Supply and 
the coffee importers after a 
significant price reduction 
in the international market 
took place eight months 
ago. 

“Over- the last eight 
months, coffee merchants 
have made at least a 60-70 
per cent profit at the 
expense of Jordanian con- 
sumers,” Dr. Obeidat told 
the Jordan Times. 

The boycott against cof- 
fee was launched by the 
NSCP starting Thursday 
and “will last until coffee 
merchants respond posi- 
tively to our appeal and 
lower the prices,” Dr. Obei- 
dat told the Jordan limes. 

Dr. Obeidat also said ihis 
is the first campaign for a 
boycott in the Kingdom. 


and that, until now, people 
have responded positively. 

“We contacted labour 
unions and political parties 
and received great support 
from everybody.” Dr. Obei- 
dat said. “The Parliament 
has also supported us. and 
private citizens and associ- 
ations have sent us letters or 
called us to praise our ini- 
tiative.” 

“We also contacted hotels 
and restaurants and asked 
them to support the boycott 
and stop serving coffee. 
Some coffee shops told us 
that they agreed to and sup- 
ported the boycott.” Dr. 
Obeidat added. 

Majda Masri. secretary 
genera] of the Jordanian 
Democratic Women's 
League (JDWL) and mem- 
ber of the Jordanian 
Women's Union tJWUt, 
said: “This campaign is 
very important for the peo- 
ple; if the boycott succeeds, 
the people will gain confi- 
dence and start believing 
that they have a say (to mat- 


ters).” 

“Coffee is just a start. If 
this campaign succeeds, we 
will stan fighting to lower 
the prices of many other 
products; (products that 
are) more important to fam- 
ilies’ lives, such as rice, 
vegetables, cleaning prod- 
ucts and (benefits such as) 
health care,” Mrs. Masri 
told the Jordan Times. 

She noted that “prices of 
these products might not be 
lower in other countries, 
but average family incomes 
and salaries there are higher 
than in Jordan.” 

“A similar national cam- 
paign. calling for boycott 
against chicken, took suc- 
cessfully place in Egypt 
about ten years ago, while 
in Europe such campaigns 
are launched almost every 
day by associations, unions 
or consumer societies. It is 
time for Jordanian women 
also to lake a firm stand,” 
Mrs. Masri said. 


Seminar to orient councils 
on development means 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
three-day seminar on the 
role of municipal councils 
in local development is to 
open in Aqaba Monday 
under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. 

Making the announce- 
ment Friday, Zuheir Kayed, 
director general of the 
Institute of Public Adminis- 
tration, said the seminar 
aims to provide council 
heads with information 
related to their work and to 
help them contribute to the 
development of local com- 
munities by orienting them 
oa introducing legislation 
in parliament;-- ■ . i’ vi. • 
r The-- seminar- will - also 
inform them of cooperation 
methods in loan acquisi- 
tions from the Cities and 
Villages Development 
Bank. Dl Kayed said. 

According to the director 


general, 122 heads of local 
councils in the southern 
regions for Jordan will take 
part in the meeting, along 
with officials of local com- 
munity development cen- 
tres and the local govern- 
ment. 

Dr. Kayed said partici- 
pants will review working 
papers submitted by a num- 
ber of experts dealing with 
such issues as tourism 
development, environment 
protection, pollution isses, 
financial issues of concern 
to local councils, and coop- 
eration with the Aqaba 
Region Authority in devel- 
opment projects for south- 
ern -Jordan: 

• The s emin ar is being 
organised by .the Institute of 
Public Administration in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment. 


Jordan receives food, clothing 
donations for needy children 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has received more than 
40,000 gifts of food and 
clothing from benefactors 
from the United State::, 
Canada. Spain, the Nether- 
lands and the United King- 
dom to be distributed to 
needy children in the King- 
dom. 

Sharif ah Zein Bint Nass- 
er, who supervised the dis- 
tribution of part of the gifts 
to children in Wadi Araba 
and other regions, said Fri- 
day that volunteers from 
the donor countries, assist- 
ed by Jordanians, distrib- 
uted gifts to 350 children 
out of a total of 30,000 cf , 
dren listed to receive _te' 
gifts. 

The gift shipment arrived 
in Jordan last Saturday. 

Children who received 
the donations live in settle- 


ments in the country such 
as Finan, Qatar, 
Mudeibeeh. Jada’a, Mith- 
na. and Rajel. 

A children's hospital run 
by a charity organisation in 
the Mafraq region also 
received gifts, according to 
Sbarifah Zein. 

She also said that the 
remaining bulk of gifts will 
be distributed during the 
holy month of Ramadan, 
which stans around Jan. 21. 

Sharifah Zein said she 
was contacted by a charita- 
ble group representing the 
Samaritan Cross Society 
who told her that volunteers 
in five western countries 
had collected gifts for ship- 
ment to needy children in 
Jordan. 

According to Sharifah 
Zein the gifts have been 
stored at the Queen Alia 


Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF) warehouses to 
await distribution to other 
less fortunate areas of Jor- 
dan, particularly Aqaba. 
Karak. Tafileh, Ma’an and 
Mafraq during Ramadan. 

According to one of the 
foreign voluntary teams 
arriving with gifts in Jor- 
dan, his group has been 
involved in this kind of 
philanthropic work for the 
past 20 years. 

The construction of 
Mafraq children's hospital 
was part of the team's pro- 
jects twenty years ag'oV'he 
said. 

Benefactors have also 
sent gifts to Bosnia, the 
team member said, adding 
that this year, 12 countries 
are on their donation list. 


Workshop studies constraints on women’s political participation 


By Alia A. TouJkan and 
Mahmoud I. Mufti. 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
women activists discussed 
ways to overcome con- 
straints and limitations fee- 
ing women's participation 
in the politicial realm in a 
two-day workshop in Irbid 
entitled “Realizing the 
interests of women in the 
community through orga- 
nized political work.” 

The workshop.which 
ended Thursday, was organ- 
ised by the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women, the Konrad Ade- 
nauer Foundation, and AI- 
Kutba Institute for Human 
Development 
The workshop featured a 
comprehensive programme 
of political-party simula- 
tions, lectures, discussion 


panels and open fora. 

The stated aims of the 
workshop were to increase 
political awareness among 
women and their possible 
roles in the public arena, to 
train women representa- 
tives in democratic leader- 
ship and networking, and to 
develop strategies to ensure 
the representation of their 
interests. 

Participants in the work- 
shop agreed that attitudes 
towards women, by both 
women themselves as well 
as men, and their role in 
society are one of the 
biggest barriers to political 
participation. 

Nadia Bushnaq, a pio- 
neering women activist 
who ran for Parliament in 
1989 and 1993 and lost 
both times, stated that 
“politically, the role of 
women is weak due to the 


lack of political unity and 
awareness among women 
themselves” 

Suggested ways of over- 
coming present obstacles 
feeing women on the politi- 
cal front included the cre- 
ation of societal support 
facilities, such as day care 
centres, aimed at helping 
women meet both their 
family needs and their 
political obligations. 

In addition, the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women stressed the impor- 
tance of grass-roots organi- 
sation in the political, 
social, education, and legal 
fields of society. 

Changing stereotypical 
images of women was also 
emphasised. 

Amal Daghestani, a guest 
lecturer and author, noted 
that “men and women don’t 
care who they vote for as 


long as the person is com- 
petent. The problem is that 
most people are still scepti- 
cal about women’s capaci- 
ties and roles. If they are 
convinced, they would elect 
women to public office.” 
She added that the media 
and education can con- 
tribute significantly to 
altering perceptions of 
women's roles in the public 
sphere. 

The broader implications 
of the workshop include the 
impetus to conduct similar 
workshops in all major 
areas of the Kingdom, 
according to Ellen Khourv, 
co-director of Ai-Kutba 
Institute for Human Devel- 
opment. 

This will be carried out 
while capitalising on the 
success of this workshop 
and on the ever-increasing 
willingness of many Jor- 


danian women to educate 
themselves further in the 
realms of political partici- 
pation, electioneering and 
mobilisation, Mrs. Khoury 
said. 

The overwhelming con- 

•5* 

census of Lhe participating 
members of the workshop 
was that only by such 
means and venues can Jor- 
dan truly achieve a bal- 
anced society. Turning a 
blind eye to just over half of 
the country’s population, 
the participants disclosed, 
is unrealistic. 

Attending the workshop 
were invited members and 
representatives of numer- 
ous women's associations, 
as well as several uninvited 
women, with evident inter- 
est in the programme. 



••• 

■ y ■ : '■ "■ . ' 


Minister opens health workshop 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Aref Batayneh Friday opened a 
three-day workshop on diabetes, cancer and heart diseases, organised by 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Health and Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST). 
Addressing the opening session. Dr. Batayneh said diabetes is a genuine 
health problem in Jordan, noting that 20 percent of the Jordanian popula- 
tion has diabetes. He added that the percentage of cancer and heart 
patients also significant, and stressed the ministry’s interest in addressing 
these problems. The workshop seeks to identify the size of these health 
problems and come up with recommendations capable of helping crys- 
tallise a national plan of action to overcome these diseases. 

Court rules on bank administration 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Court Thursday passed a ruling, call- 
ing on the Arab Land Bank administration to pay its staff a 15 per cent 
salary increase which should not be less than JD 20 and no more than JD 
150. The court, which looked into the dispute between the bank adminis- 
tration and the General Union of Workers in banks, insurance and 
accounting companies and institutions called on the bark to pay the end 


of service gratuity based on the latest salary, less the bank's share of the 
contribution to the Social Security Corporation. The court ruling fixed 
the period of six years as the minimum qualifying period tor employees 
moving up the promotion scale. 

Former PM to open higher education symposium 

AMMAN (Petra) — Former Prime Minister and President of the Jordan 
National Society for the Enhancement of Democracy and Public Free- 
doms (JNSEDF) Taher Masri will today open a two-day symposium on 
higher education, at the Royal Cultural Centre. The symposium, which 
is organised by JNSEDF, will focus on admission policies, national uni- 
versities, university education, community needs and the higher educa- 
tion legislation. 


ffiB approves industrial, tourist loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hie Industrial Development Bank (IDB) has recent- 
ly approved 11 loans worth JD 2,422,000 to finance industrial and tourist 
projects, including eight existing ones and three new projects. The new 
projects are set to provide 73 new job opportunities, and to ensure an 
additional yearly income of JD 562,000. 
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Russian troops reportedly are 
still fighting for Gudermes 


MOSCOW (R) — Fighting 
raged in Chechenya’s sec- 
ond town Friday as Russian 
troops tried to drive out sep- 
aratist rebels, an official for 
the pro-Moscow Chechen 
administration said. 

But' the commander of 
rebel fighters said his forces 
were withdrawing from 
Gudermes at the end of an 
operation which be said had 
exposed Russian attempts to 
hold elections in the rebel 
region as a farce. 

Ruslan Martagov, press 
secretary of the pro- 
Moscow Chechen adminis- 
tration, told Interfax News 
Agency that fierce battles 
were being waged in 
Gudermes. 30 kilometres 
east of the regional capital 
Grozny. 

“The impression is grow- 
ing that the guerrillas are 
actively looking for, and 
finding, a corridor along 
which to leave the town,” 
Mr. Martagov told Interfax. 

“It is impossible to esti- 
mate a casualty figure for 
civilians because military 
actions are going on there,” 
he said 


Rebels stormed into the 
town of 60,000 people on 
Dec. 14 as preparations 
were under way for Russian 
parliamentary elections and 
a poll to elect a new 
Chechen leader. 

They had sworn to disrupt 
both polls, being held 
despite continued skirmish- 
es between rebels and 
troops sent by the Kremlin a 
year ago to try to end the 
region’s independence bid 
The rebels attacked and 
surrounded Russian troops 
in Gudermes, inflicting 
heavy casualties in some of 
the worst fighting in the 
region for months. But they 
were partially beaten back 
Wednesday in a major 
assault by Russian forces. 

In a television broadcast 
filmed in a mobile studio in 
the mountains, rebel 
Commander Aslan 

Maskhadov said Thursday 
night he had given an ordeT 
for his men to pull out of 
Gudermes. 

“We have fulfilled our aim 
and proved that the election 
was a farce. We must prove 
to Russia that armed 


Chechens and ordinary peo- 
ple are one, otherwise war 
wifi enter every household,” 
he said 

* Mr. Maskhadov said more 
than 1,000 rebel fighters 
had taken part in the opera- 
tion. Three had been killed 
and 23 hurt, he said 

He said -hundreds of 
Russians had been killed 
and dozens of armoured 
vehicles destroyed 

Russian military officials 
quoted by news agencies 
said that operations were 
still under way to drive the 
rebels out of the town. 

A Russian army 
spokesman quoted by 
Interfax said the rebels were 
trying to gain control of 
Gudermes and the villages 
of Achkoi-Martan, Urus- 
Martan, Shatoi, Sbali and 
Argun. 

The mayor of Gudermes 
said Thursday that more 
than 100 civilians had been 
killed 

An unnamed Russian 
Interior Ministry official, 
quoted by RIA news 
agency, said losses among 
ministry troops in 


Gudermes were comparable 
to those in fighting for 
Grozny itself — indicating 
they bad suffered dead and 
wounded 

Interfax said that apart 
from Gudermes, the rebels 
were blocking all approach- 
es to the village of Urus- 
Martan and were in control 
of administrative buildings 
there. 

Interfax quoted another 
military source as saying 
the picture had barely 
changed in Use past 24 
hours. The source said the 
Russian aim in Gudermes 
was to free Russian troops 
encircled by rebels near the 
railway station. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin sent troops to the 
volatile southern territory 
on Dec. 11, 1994. 

After six months of fight- 
ing in which thousands 
were killed and Grozny 
reduced to ruins, a shaky 
ceasefire was declared in 
June. But the level of vio- 
lence has been growing 
steadily. 


N. Korea to return fishing crew 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea said Friday it 
would make a peace gesture by releasing 
the five surviving crew members of a South 
Korean trawler seized in May, defusing a 
dispute between the two Koreas at a time of 
heightened military tension. 

The vessel Woosung strayed into North 
Korean waters after being released from 
Chinese custody for illegal fishing. 

Pyongyang's official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) said the crew com- 
mitted “grave crimes” and should have 
been punished under North Korean law. 
“But all the crewmen frankly admitted and 
made an apology for their crimes and 
requested a competent organ to leniently 
forgive them.” 

Forgiving the crew was “an expression of 
our warm compatriotic feelings toward the 
South Korean people and a manifestation of 
our consistent peace stand for national rec- 
onciliation and peace of the country”, said 
KCNA, monitored in Tokyo. But it said the 
boat would not be returned. - • - t 

South Korea has repeatedly demanded the " 
return of the trawler and crew, and the inci- 
dent contributed to a deterioration of rela- 
tions between Seoul and Pyongyang. 

Pyongyang’s failure to return the crew- 
men was seen as especially provocative 
after Seoul started shipping free rice to the 
North on humanitarian grounds following 
floods that ruined the grain crop. 

KCNA said the cremated remains of two 
crew members shot and killed during the 
capture would be returned along with the 
remains of a third sailor who died of illness 
in the North. 

The surviving five crew would be sent 
home through the Panmunjom border ham- 
let on Dec. 26 to allow them to spend the 
new year with their families, it said. 

Panmunjom is the only crossing point 
along the heavily fortified demilitarised 
zone that has divided the Korean peninsula 
since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

South Korean authorities have said the 
Stalinist north is massing warplanes and 
artillery near the zone and could take 
advantage of political turmoil in the South 


to make mischief. 

Two former South Korean presidents 
have been disgraced and are in detention. 

South Korea’s ruling New Korea Party 
welcomed* the release. 

“It was very regrettable that North Korea 
kidnapped Woosung with arms, killed some 
of its crew members and held them for a 
long period of time but we welcome their 
decision to return them although this seems 
to be a little late,” a party spokesman said 
by telephone. 

“North Korea should not repeat provoca- 
tions that hurt the people’s feelings.” 

Perennial fears of Northern aggression in 
the South have been heightened by reports 
of near-famine in the North. 

There is also concern Pyongyang is still in 
flux following the death in July 1994 of the 
“great leader” Kim li-Sung. 

Kim’s son, Kim Jong-11, has yet to inherit 
the titles of president and general secretary 
of the ruling Worker’s Party of Korea from 
his late father.' * ■ 

~ Two spy incursions from the North this 
year have convinced many South Koreans 
that Pyongyang remains unpredictable and 
hostile. 

However, Washington officials have 
played down any immediate military threat 

On Wednesday U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said Washington was closely 
watching military exercises and food short- 
ages in the Norm, but it saw no reason to 
send more U.S. tropps to South Korea. 

A Seoul Unification Ministry spokesman 
said: “There has been nothing but North 
Korea’s announcement that it noil return the 
crew members of woosung. 

“Therefore, our government will 
announce its position on this matter after 
their repatriation and after listening to what 
happened to them.” 

A spokesman for South Korea's main 
-opposition National Congress for New 
Politics said: “We sincerely wish that the 
repatriation of the crew members will be a 
breakthrough opening an era of dialogue 
and cooperation between South and North 
Korea in the new yean” 


South Korean prosecutors 
probe Chun for slush funds 


SEOUL (R) — After indict- 
ing former President Chun 
Doo Hwan for leading a 
1979 coup, South Korean 
prosecutors were digging 
into his finances Friday 
amid allegations that, like 
ex-President Roh Tae-Woo, 
he also amassed huge slush 
funds. 

State radio quoted a senior 
prosecutor as saying Mr. 
Chun appeared to have 
amassed 300 billion to 400 
billion won ($39 million to 
$52 million) during his 
1980-88 term in office. 

The prosecutor was also 
quoted as saying the actual 
amount Mr. Chun had 
allegedly stashed away was 
smaller than what Mr. Roh 
has admitted to amassing 
during his presidency but 
the value was “much high- 
er” when inflation was 
taken into account 

This had been confirmed 
Thursday when a prosecu- 
tion team questioned Mr. 
Chun, who is now at the 
police hospital in Seoul, 
according to the radio. 

Mr. Roh has been 
detained and indicted on 
charges of accepting $369 
million from 35 business 
conglomerates after con- 
fessing that be built op $654 


million during his 1988-93 
tenure. His trial on bribery 
charges started Monday. 

The radio also said Mr. 
Chun is alleged to have hid- 
den a huge amount of illicit 
funds in real estate and 
bonds under the names of 
relatives. A Seoul prosecu- 
tion official declined to 
comment on the reports, 

■ only confirming prosecu- 
tors had launched probes 
into the allegations over Mr. 
Chun’s slush funds. 

Mr. Chun is in a police 
hospital under heavy guard 
after being rushed from his 
jail cell Wednesday night 
He had been on a hunger 
strike since his arrest on 
Dec. 3. 

“He continues to refuse 
intravenous feeding and 
suffers dehydration and 
malnutrition but his condi- 
tion remains stable,” a hos- 
pital official said by tele- 
phone. 

“But we are prepared to 
cope with any unexpected 
accident concerning his 
health as be is an ageing 
man.” 

“Chun is still drinking 
only barley tea and milk,” 
she said. 

On Thursday Mr. Chun 
was formally charged wife 


mutiny for masterminding 
the coup feat was followed 
in May 1980 by an army 
massacre of pro-democracy 
rebels in the city of 
Kwangju. Neatly 200 peo- 
ple were killed by official 
counts but Kwangju resi- 
dents say the death toll is 
much higher. 

Along with Mr. Chun, Mr. 
Roh was also charged with 
playing a “key role” by 
pulling troops under his 
command off the border 
with North Korea to back 
the putsch Leaders. 

Both were also charged 
with murder and attempted 
murder for attacks on supe- 
rior officers and with order- 
ing military units mobilised 
without authorisation. 

Mutiny and murder both 
carry the death penalty in 
South Korea, although 
political analysts believe 
the disgraced former presi- 
dents will receive long 
prison sentences, likely to 
be commuted after a few 
years. 

Current President Kim 
Young-Sam set the stage for 
fee mutiny indictments by 
ordering punishment for his 
predecessors. 


Poll shows 
Forbes 
second in 
Republican 
pack 

CONCORD, N.H. (R) — 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole is still fee clear front- 
runner in the race for the 
Republican presidential 
nomination, but a new poll 
in New Hampshire shows 
millionaire publisher Steve 
Forbes closing fee gap. 

The poll of 509 likely 
Republican voters which 
was conducted by the 
University of New 
Hampshire and is to be 
published Friday, showed 
Sen. Dole leading the 
Republican field with 35 
per cent of voter support. 

Mr. Forbes emerged as a 
strong second with 16 per 
cent. 

“Steve Forbes’ support 
has increased dramatically 
in New Hampshire. He 
went from eight per cent in 
the last poll to 16 per cent, 
so he’s now emerging as a 
real contender to Senator 
Dole,” said Kelly Myers of 
the University of New 
Hampshire, who conducted 
the poll for the Boston 
Herald and Boston televi- 
sion station WCVB. 

Analysts believe Mr. 
Forbes’ strong showing is 
due mostly to his expensive 
campaign of flooding fee 
New Hampshire airwaves 
with a blizzard of televi- 
sion advertising, despite 
the entrenched belief that 
New Hampshire is the 
home of “retail politics” 
relying more on hand- 
shakes and personal con- 
tacts. 

“The truth is what works 
in New Hampshire is what 
works in other parts of the 
country, and that's adver- 
tising through the mass 
media, principally through 
television,” said Mr. 
Myers. 

The Forbes campaign 
will not disclose the cost so 
far of its television adver- 
tising, but analysts estimate 
the candidate already has 
spent about $6 million. 

New Hampshire hold’s 
the nation’s first presiden- 
tial primary and has fixed 
the date for Feb. 20. 

The poll showed Texas 
Senator Phil Gramm edged 
up two points to eight per 
cent 



Actors Michael Douglas and Annette Benning are shown in a scene from The 
American President The film received five Golden Globe Award Nominations 
(Reuter photo) 

American President gets 5 Globe nods 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The film The 
American President received five Golden 
Globe award nominations Thursday, while 
Leaving Las Vegas and Apollo 13 each got 
four. 

The Golden Globes, awarded by the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Association, are 
seen as an indicator of which films will win 
fee coveted Academy Award Oscars. Other 
films nominated For globes were Bridges Of 
Madison County, Sense And Sensibility and 
Get Shorty. 

The American President was nominated 
for best motion picture in the musical or 
comedy category, and its stars, Annette 
Benin g and Michael Douglas, were Domi- 
nated for best actress and best actor in that 
category. Ron Howard was nominated for 


best director for his work on fee film, which 
also got a best screenplay nomination. 

The Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association largely ignored Oliver Stone’s 
critically acclaimed Nixon, giving it only 
one nomination, best actor in the drama cat- 
egory for Anthony Hopkins for his portray- 
al of the late president. 

Apollo 13 and Leaving Las Vegas were 
nominated for best motion picture in the 
drama category as was Braveheart, The 
Bridges Of Madison County and Sense And 
Sensibility. 

Leaving Las Vegas stars Nicolas Cage 
and Elisabeth Shue were nominated as best 
actor and best actress in the drama catego- 
ry- 


Burundi provincial governor killed 


BUJUMBURA (R) — Uni- 
dentified gunmen assassi- 
nated fee governor of fee 
troubled northern burundian 
pro-vince of Ngozi. state- 
run Burundi Radio said 
Friday. 

The radio said Governor 
Bede Nzobonimpa was shot 
dead Thursday by “uniden- 
tified criminals” but gave 
no more details. 

Ngozi has been a centre of~- 
civil war between fee Tutsi- 
dominated army and rebels 
of the Hutu majbrity’forlhe 
past two years in which 
more than 100,000 people 
have been killed. Many of 
fee dead were civilians. 

Aid agencies have pulled 
many of their expatriate 
workers out of Burundi for 
Christmas and New Year 


holidays because of increas- 
ing insecurity and will 
decide whether they should 
return in January. 

Two prominent Hutu par- 
liamentarians from the 
Frodebu Party of President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
were assassinated in the 
capital Bujumbura in two 
separate attacks this week, 
officials said. 

Frodebu is the major part- 
ner in an increasingly frag- 
ile- coalition government 
with the Tutsi-dominated 
Uprona Party. 

On Tuesday, state-run 
radio reported fee deaths of 
27 people and said several 
were wounded in ethnic 
clashes in the north. 

The French charity 
International Action 


Against Hunger (Action 
International Contre la 
Faira) pulled out most of its 
expatriate staff members 
after two were wounded in 
grenade attacks Monday in 
Gitega. 100 kilometres east 
of fee capital. 

The International 

Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) a week ago sus- 
pended all its activities in. 
Burundi after a wave of 
coordinated grenade attacks 
on aid- agency office's' in 
Gitega 

Burundi has been sliding 
steadily deeper into ethnic 
chaos since the assassina- 
tion by Tutsi troops of 
Melchior Ndadaye. the first 
freely-elected Hutu head of 
state, in October 1993. 


Papandreou fighting new infection 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s 
ailing Socialist Prime 
Minister Andreas Papand- 
reou was fighting off anoth- 
er secondary infection 
Friday after a critical night 
in hospital. 

Greek reporters at the top 
Onassis Heart Centre, 
where Me Papandreou, 76, 
was rushed a month ago, 
said doctors described his 
condition as extremely criti- 
cal. 

Health minister and 
Papandreou ’s personal doc- 
tor Dimitris Kremastinos 
told reporters at an informal 
briefing Friday fee premier 
was now breathing without 
a respirator, had no fever 
and had a short physiothera- 
py session. 

But other doctors speak- 
ing on condition of 
anonymity said they were 
waging a tough battle to 
stop fee infection from 
spreading with extensive 
use of antibiotics. 

Reporters said the situa- 
tion seemed calmer Friday 
morning compared to a 
grim night, when family, 
prominent Socialists and 
supporters rushed to the 
hospital to wait for news. 

The latest in a string of 
secondary infections that 
began last week was 
announced Thursday night. ' 

‘There are indications of 
an infection and we are 
using a wide range of 
antibiotics. We have said 


repeatedly that what we fear 
most is infection,” Doctor 
Efthymios Livanis said. 

He told reporters that Mr. 
Papandreou had a fever and 
a high white bloodceli 
count, both pointing to a 
new secondary infection. 
Mr. Papandreou was put 
back on a respirator and he 
had undergone dialysis 
again for Ms failing kid- 
neys. 

The news prompted gov- 
ernment spokesman 
Telemachos Hytiris to hold 
a special news briefing, 
confirming Mr. Papandreou 
had an infection but adding 
doctors were in control of 
the situation. 

‘The premier is waging a 
battle with all his strength. 
We believe he will get 
through this difficult 
moment. It’s not as dramat- 
ic as it’s being presented ” 
Dr. Hytiris said. 

Doctors have said Mr. 
Papandreou’s condition was 
critical since entering an 
intensive care unit on Nov. 
20 with pneumonia and he 
was particularly susceptible 
to secondary infections. 

They say Mr. Papandreou, 
elected Greece's first 
Socialist premier in 1981, is 
unlikely to resume his offi- 
cial duties even if he even- 
tually recovers. 

But the revered Socialist, 
who broke fee right’s post- 
war grip on power wife his 
1981 election win, has 


refused to name a successor, 
leaving fee country in 
limbo. 

Various senior Socialists 
have met behind closed 
doors in recent days, jock- 
eying for position in the 
looming leadership battle 
within the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement 
(PASOK), founded by Mr. 
Papandreou in 1974. 

The two front-runners, 
U.S.-educated Defence 
Minister Geras imos Arsenis 
and German-educated for- 
mer Industry Minister 
Costas Simiris, were due to 
meet Thursday for fee first 
time since Mr. 
Papandreou’s illness. 

Mr. Arsenis, known as the 
economic czar in Mr. 
Papandreou’s first 1981- 
1985 government, has toned 
down Ms radical ways and 
recently sent 250 troops to 
join the international peace- 
keeping force in Bosnia. 

Mr. Simitis, who usually 
scores higher in opinion 
polls among the Socialist 
rank-and-file, has alienated 
some by his constant attacks 
on Mr. Papandreou after his 
return to power in 1993. 

Critics have charged feat 
Mr. Papandreou had 
become isolated and a virtu- 
al prisoner of Ms powerful 
and ambitious young wife, 
former Olympic Airways 
stewardess Dimitra Liani 
Papandreou, 40. 


S. African court orders British spy jailed 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A South African magistrate 
Friday rejected a bail -appli- 
cation by a former British 
spy and arms dealer wanted 
in the United States, saying 
the Briton was likely to 
abscond. 

Paul Grecian, 40, who 
tipped off fee west about 
Iraq's plans to build a 
“supergun”, was arrested by 


Interpol agents when he 
arrived in South Africa a 
week ago for a Christmas 
holiday with his fiancee 
Elizabeth Powell. 

Mr. Grecian is wanted in 
fee United States on charges 
of bank fraud, perjury and 
selling U.S. artillery fuse 
components to Iraq. He was 
acquitted of similar charges 
in Britain last month after 


the British government 
acknowledged it had con- 
doned Ms activities in return 
for information on Iraq’s 
war plans. 

Magistrate Dion Schnetler 
said Mr. Grecian faced a 
possible 25-year jail sen- 
tence in fee United States 
and would not voluntarily 
go there to stand trial. 

“The court is of fee opin- 
ion there is a likelihood Mr. 


Grecian would not attend 
the extradition inquiry,” 
Judge Schnetler said. “It is 
in the interests of justice to 
refuse bail ” 

The magistrate said feat 
even if Mr. Grecian surren- 
dered Ms passport as part of 
bail conditions and agreed 
to report to police every 
day, he would still be able to 
flee fee country. 


Actor Jimmy 
Stewart 
hospitalised 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Actor Jimmy Stewan was 
taken to fee hospital 
Thursday after suffering 
injuries from a fall, police 
said. The 87-year-old actor, 
who starred in such memo- 
rable films as Frank 
Capra’s It’s A Wonderful 
Life. Mr. Smith Goes To 
Washing-ton. Harvey and 
Anatomy Of A Murder, 
was taken to a hospital by 
paramedics around 8:30 
p.m. (0430 GMT) after he 
slipped and fell at bis 
Beveriy Hills home, police 
•said. Stewart’s condition 
was not immediately 
known, but according to 
local television repons 
eyewitnesses who were 
singing Christmas carols 
outside Ms home said the 
popular screen actor was 
taken out of Ms home on a 
stretcher with bandages on 
Ms head. Though probably 
best known for his leading 
role in the annual holiday 
classic It’s A Wonderful 
Life. Stewan has starred in 
a wide range of films, 
including thrillers such as 
Rear Window and Vertigo, 
comedies and even musi- 
cals, playing the band 
leader in The'Glenn Miller 
Story. He also starred in an 
epic western tale of 
revenge. Winchester ‘73. 

Madonna to testify 
against alleged 
stalker 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
judge ordered singer 
Madonna to testify against 
a man accused of stalking 
her. or face arrest and $5 
million bail. The pop star 
has repeatedly- refused to 
come to court to testify 
against Robert Dewy 
Hoskins, a drifter who 
allegedly showed up at her 
Hollywood Hills home on 
three occasions in two 
months before being arrest- 
ed on May 29. In court, 
attorneys for Madonna 
argued her schedule would 
make it impossible for her 
to appear. But Judge 
Andrew Kauffman said she 
was a material witness, 
“and must be in court — 
period” He ordered her to 
testify on Jan. 2. 

Forest owner 
takes his revenge 
on tree thieves 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
Swedish forest owner fed 
up with Christmas tree 
thieves has found a way to 
get even — pouring 
sewage on to the branches 
to generate a foul smell 
when fee tree is taken 
inside and the frozen 
sewage thaws. Roger 
Sallberg in Smaland, 
southern Sweden, came up 
wife the idea after years of 
repeated tree thefts, the 
Swedish News Agency TT 
reported. 

Rome re-opens 
Spanish Steps 
after facelift 

ROME (R) — The city of 
Rome has re-opened ODe of 
its most famous tourist 
attractions, the white mar- 
ble Spanish Steps, closed 
since May for renovation. 
The 18th century baroque 
steps, which offer some of 
the best views of Rome, 
were scrubbed clean of the 
pollution, weeds and graf- 
fiti that prompted the one 
billion lire ($600,000) 
facelift. Mayor Francesco 
Ruteili cut a ribbon to open 
the sweeping flight of steps 
after hundreds of coloured 
ballons were released into 
the air in celebration. The 
city hopes to keep fee steps 
in pristine condition by 
enforcing bans on eating 
and drinking while sitting 
on fee steps. Vendors also 
will be banned. In recent 
years the Spanish steps had 
been occupied by trinket 
sellers, and had become a. 
popular meeting place for 
the youngsters and back- 
packers. The steps, built 
between 1723 and 1726, 
are a masterpiece of 
baroque architecture link- 
ing fee Piazza Di Spagna 
Square wife the Church of 
Trinita Dei Monti. 
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Sinn Fein anger at Irish prison clampdown 


DUBLIN (R; — Sinn 
Fein, the IRA’s political 
arm, clashed angrily 
with the Irish govern- 
ment Friday after Dublin 
scrapped plans to free 10 
convicted guerrillas as a 
reward for a 16-month 
ceasefire in British 
Northern Ireland. 

Sinn ■ Fein Vice- 
President Pat Doherty 
branded the decision dis- 
graceful and said it 
would put renewed strain 
on the faltering peace 
process. 

Ireland was underlin- 
ing its revulsion over a 
series of killings in 
Belfast that British secu- 
rity sources blame on an 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) drive against drug 
dealers and underworld 
leaders. 

‘There’s no logic to iL 
I still see no relationship 
to the shootings in 


Belfast with the punish- 
ing of Republican pris- 
oners and their famines,” 
Mr. Doherty said. 

“Are they trying to use 
the prisoners as some 
kind of bargaining coun- 
ters? I think that is dis- 
graceful” he told Irish 
Radio in a rare outburst 
against Dublin. 

Ireland made no formal 
comment but official 
sources said the guerrillas 
would be given Christmas 
parole only. 

The news leaked after an 
Anglo-Irish s ummi t in 
Dublin at which Ireland’s 
John Bruton and Britain's 
Prime Minister John Major 
voiced outright condemna- 
tion of the killin gs. 

Neither government offi- 
cially named the IRA as the 
culprits. The extremist 
group has remained silent 
on the issue. 

But Irish officials said it 


Britain waits to see if 
Diana agrees to divorce 


■ V ; LONDON (R) — Prince 

Charles was resigned 
: : .. " Friday to becoming king 
.-...''without a queen but 
; ■ Princess Diana appeared in 
'' - no rush to make snap deci- 
sions on a speedy divorce, 
-ynnsfet Eager to quash specula- 
2s ri . 5 tion that has plunged the 
3 =,,, Si aQt- scandal-ridden monarchy 

SUjta'into crisis. Prince Charles 
a vowed Thursday not to 
• remarry if Princess Diana 

• .7 . 1 agreed to a permanent part- 

iug- ' 

; That could spell the end of 
his relationship with 
divorcee Camilla Parker 
" Bowles, the love of his life. 
‘ One churchman even told 
' Prince Charles: “Be celibate 
; if you want to be king.” 

• But Ms. Parker Bowles, 

• 4$, was reported to be ready 
- : to support Prince Charles as 
■ his “uncrowned queen” 

The tabloid Sun quoted her 
. as saying: T will stand by 
•• you always my darling.” 

• Queen Elizabeth, seeing 

• - - the House of Windsor iar- 

I. nished by the antics of its 
. _ - waning young royals', wrote 
to Prmce Charles and 
- . Princess Diana telling them 

divorce would be best after 
. “ months of their using the 
media for a public slanging 
match. 

: .T She felt driven to act after 
Princess Diana gave a frank 
r -- ; television interview in 
* ”ri r* which she admitted to adul- 
tery, questioned Prince 
Charles's suitability as king 
and labelled royal courtiers 
--“the enemy.” 

Princess Diana’s blunt- 
. 7' ness brought to a head a sit- 
. .nation she bad not wanted 
" Friends said she was devas- 
- ' tated by news of the queen’s 
letter being leaked to the 
tabloid press. 

For Princess Diana had 
said in that interview: “I 
don’t want a divorce but we 

• need clarity on the situation. 

■ 1 await my husband’s deci- 
- si on on which way we are 

going to go." 

He stated his position 
. within hours, backing his 
’5'” mother’s call for an end to 
- «- y- * e 14-year-old marriage. 

‘ ... Princess Diana’s confi- 
; dams felt she would agree 
, too — but no speedy deci- 
sion was likely as the 
lawyers involved on both 


sides were away on holiday 
until the new year. 

Princess Diana will want 
unlimited access to her 
sons. Princes William and 
Harry. She may agree to a 
clean break settlement of 
£15 million ($23.07 mil- 
lion). Separated since 1992. 
they could under British 
law be divorced wi thin 
three months. 

Prime Minister John 
Major faces a delicate task 
playing honest broker to the 
sparring royals. 

It is he who will help 
define the future role of 
Princess Diana, who sees 
herself as a caring “queen of 
hearts” who wants to be a 
roving ambassador for 
Britain. 

Some cabinet ministers 
and diplomats are luke- 
warm about such a role but 
□one doubt her media 
pulling power and commit- 
ment to a string of charita- 
ble causes. 

Experts insist divorce 
would not pose a constitu- 
tional crisis for Prince 
Charles but church leaders, 
like Archdeacon of York 
George Austin, warned him 
about having a relationship 
outside marriage with Ms. 
Parker Bowles. 

Divorce, unlike the abdi- 
cation crisis of 1936 when 
Edward VIE was forced to 
step down to marry 
divorcee Wallis Simpson, is 
seen as the way to stop the 
rot this time. 

Constitutional expert 
Lord St John of Fawsley 
said: “It was clear that 
things were going to go on 
getting worse. The display 
of disunity in the.royal- fam- 
ily was damaging national 
unity as well as toe monar- 
chy” 

But Princess Diana, a 
masterly media manipulator 
who knows to at whatever 
happens she will always be 
mother of the future king, 
has issued a stark warning. 

In that television inter- 
view, the once demure 
young bride said of her 
determined new self: “She 
won’t go quietly. That is toe 
problem. I will fight to the 
end as I have a role to fulfill 
and I have got two children 
to bring up.” 


Japan locked in battle 
over land for U.S. bases 


TOKYO (R) — The 

Japanese government was 
locked in a court battle with 
local authorities in 
Okinawa Friday over land 
contracts for U.S. military 
bases on Japan’s southern- 
most island. 

The struggle followed a 
decision earlier this month 
by Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama to seek a court 
order forcing the governor 
of Okinawa to sign docu- 
ments extending the leases 
on some land housing U.S. 
military facilities which the 
landowners refuse to renew. 

U.S.-Japan security ties 
have been threatened since 
toe rape of a 12-year-old 
Okinawan schoolgirl in 
September, allegedly by 
three U.S. servicemen. 

Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota, with toe 
backing of much of the 
island’s population, has 


refused to sign toe leases 
which expire at the end of 
March. 

. At Friday’s bearing. Mr. 
Ota urged the presiding 
judge to hand down a ruling 
that “can stand the judge- 
ment of history." 

He said he would not bow 
to pressure. from toe central 
government. 

“1 decided not to sign (the 
leases) after deep consider- 
ation,” Mr. Ota told toe 
court. “It’s too bad we 
foiled to secure the under- 
standing of the government 
and have to fight a court 
battle.” 

Officials representing Mr. 
Murayama’s government 
told toe court that Mn Ota’s 
refusal ran counter to 
“national interests” and 
blocked the government 
from fulfilling obligations 
i& toe Japan-U.S. security 
treaty. 


was reasonable to link toe 
prisoners' decision to the 
shootings. According to 
British security experts, the 
IRA — sometimes using an 
anti-drugs group cover 
name — has killed five 
men this year. 

Britain does not regard 
toe killings as a breach of 
toe guerrilla “military 
ceasefire" but emphasises 
that no group has a right to 
set itself up as judge, jury 
and executioner. 

Mr. Major, who stayed 
overnight and was due back 
in London Friday, derided 
Republicans attempts to 
“soft soap” toe public about 
Sinn Fein's links with the 
IRA 

Britain refuses to invite 
Sinn Fein to full talks until 
its military wing dismantles 
arsenals that sustained a 
25-year war to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland. 

After toe summit, in 


which both leaders reported 
steady progress in a new 
thrust for lasting peace, Mr. 
Bruton hit out angrily at toe 
killings and so-called “pun- 
ishment attacks” meted out 
by toe IRA and pro-British 
Protestant foes. 

“We joined together in 
condemning these 

appalling brutalities. And 
we want them to stop," toe 
Irish leader said. 

The number of punish- 
ment beatings for such 
“anti-social" offences as 
joyriding and drug-dealing 
has doubled since the 
ceasefires were called. 

Ireland has given early 
freedom to 35 IRA prison- 
ers since the ceasefire. 
Britain refuses to follow 
suit but is giving Christmas 
parole to 70 Republicans 
and 60 “loyalists”, whose 
Protestant comrades oper- 
ate a marching truce. 


36 die in Pakistan car bombing 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) 
— Rescuers picked through 
the smoking rubble of shops 
in the Pakistani city of 
Peshawar Friday, toe day 
after a car bomb killed at 
least 33 people and wound- 
ed more than 100. 

Witnesses said firemen 
hosed down shops in toe 
Saddar Bazaar area where 
toe bomb exploded outside 
a crowded garment store at 
6.30 p.m. (1330 GMT) 
Thursday. 

Police struggled to control 
hundreds of onlookers and 
distraught relatives at toe 
scene. At one point, they 
baton-charged the crowd, 
but no injuries were report- 
ed. 

Hospital sources and offi- 
cials said at least 36 people 
bad been killed and more 
than 100 wounded. State- 
run Radio Pakistan put the 
death toll at 42 and the 
Peshawar-based daily The 
Frontier Post said 45 people 


had been killed and 200 
wounded. 

“I saw a car blowing up 
and other cars catching 
fire,” balloon vendor Zafar 
Iqbal told Reuters from his 
hospital bed where he was 
treated for fractures in both 
legs. 

“I wanted to get away, but 
could not walk because my 
legs were so painful, so I 
crawled,” he said. He was 
driven to hospital by volun- 
teer rescue workers. 

Mohammad Ibrahim, a 
sales clerk in the Wadood 
Sons Garment Store that 
took the blast’s foil impact, 
said he had been in the 
basement and ran upstairs 
after the bomb went off. 

“But when I reached toe 
ground floor there was a lot 
of smoke and intense heat 
so I tore off my sweater and 
ran back downstairs,” he 
said 

Mr. Ibrahim was among 
about 30 people who 


crawled to safety via an 
exhaust fan outlet in the 
basement. He was treated in 
hospital for shock and 
smoke inhalation. 

A doctor at Peshawar’s 
Lady Reading Hospital said 
only two out of 20 bodies 
brought there had been 
identified. The rest were 
charred beyond recognition. 

In a separate attack 
Thursday, two people were 
killed and several seriously 
wounded when a bomb 
exploded on a bus near toe 
city of Faisal ab ad in toe 
central province of Punjab. 

There was no immediate 
evidence to link the bus 
bomb with the Peshawar 
blast. No group claimed 
responsibility for either. 

The attacks occurred just 
over a month after Muslim 
militant suicide bombers 
devastated the Egyptian 
embassy in Islamabad on 
Nov. 19, killing 16 people 
and wounding more than 


Provincial Police Chief 
Masood Shah said be sus- 
pected that an Afghan group 
was behind the Peshawar 
blast, toe latest of several 
explosions blamed on 
Afghans in toe area. 

“We have recently busted 
eight groups, all Afghans, 
who have confessed their 
involvement in the bombing 
incidents,” he told reporters. 
He did not suggest a 
motive. 

Some officials said the 
bombings could be the work 
of supporters of embattled 
Afghan President 

Burhanuddin Rabbani, who 
accuses Pakistan of backing 
his foes in toe Islamic 
Taliban Militia. Islamabad 
denies toe charge. 

In other incidents, police 
said a small explosion 
wounded one person in 
Peshawar overnight. 
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ynlty call isn’t enough 

EK MAJESTY King Hussein’s assurances 
Thursday before a representative group of the 
mass media that Jordan fully subscribes to Iraq’s 
^rritoriaJ integrity and unity shonld lay to rest 
ail speculation about the real intent of the 
Hgsarch on the future of Iraq. The King’s 
a~rSier suggestion that a federal system of gov- 
c^aent in that Arab country could offer a 
csjaacea to the existing division on ethnic and 
jzeiarian basis caused an outcry among some 
circles. The King’s suggestion was made in the 
r.-rSr.e of the current political turbulences that 
Stave swept through Baghdad in the aftermath of 
Ihc Gulf crisis and threatened its unity and 
isr^ritorial integrity. And, as he explained to the 
jcrmalists Thursday, it was a suggestion that he 
heard from some Iraqis in the first place. 

On more than one occasion the Monarch 
t affirmed that Jordan has no political ambitions 
efr designs on its sister state. Iraq has been and 
.tT! always be a pivotal and equal partner for 
T-irdan; and its stability, security and prosperity 
~:ald be translated into Jordanian gains at the 
•‘.'-.ft of the day. Jordan, as His Majesty also 
confirmed on several occasions, would like to see 
ivl end to the suffering of the Iraqi people by 
Tf-mg the crippling sanctions imposed upon 
~ 2 ghdad by the U.N. Security Council. 

There are countries in the region which still 
:-^rtain suspicious thoughts about Jordan’s 
regional role and tend to jump to hasty conclu- 
sions about its policies towards its neighbours. 
Such states see conspiracies when there are none 
ind political designs when all the facts tell 
mother story altogether. The state of affairs in 
•- v? are#, has gott$£*&be£o:twistedihat anything 
o moderate country like Jordan says or proposes 
Is automatically questioned and suspicion cast on 
zi. No wonder that the proposal for a federation 
came under such an attack, when in fact, as the 
liiag himself pointed out, such' countries as 
Germany and the U.S. thrive and prosper under 
Jeieral systems of government. 

We trust that the words uttered by King 
riess« in out in the open on the real stance by 
Jordan on Iraq will pnt an end once and for all to 
llx bickering and false accusations against us. 
Tfce peoples and countries of the region must 
have better things on their min ds than to engage 
3i futile and acrimonious arguments over Iraq. 
Whai that country needs is not more pious words 
about the need to safeguard its unity, nor more 
countries that are vying for control in attempts to 
‘ietenmine its future. What Iraq needs more than 
ever, and most urgently, is a collective interaa- 
ticss! effort, such as we have seen undertaken on 
Bosnia, Nigeria and Haiti, to save its people from 
Ihe cruel suffering and hunger. Most of us agree 
ihat the regime in Baghdad virtually has no 
credibility or ability left to save its country. But 
that does not mean that we should abandon the 
*raqi people to their fate and do nothing to 
s!3e\iate their suffering. An effort should be 
made now to rescue them. 


PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra'i hailed the on-going dialogue 
between Hamas and the Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) to settle differences between them about handling 
the Israeli occupation and the Oslo agreements. Mahmoud 
Rimawi said that it is important for the two parties to come 
to an agreement on the course of action the Palestinians 
must follow in order to secure their full rights in their 
homeland. The dialogue will strengthen democracy and 
political pluralism, which should prevail in the future 
Palestinians state, and will no doubt remove any lingering 
fears among the Palestinians about possible internal strife 
once the Israelis have pulled out from the occupied 
Palestinian territory, according to the writer. Expressing 
r.epe that the dialogue will bear fruit, the writer said 
opening the door for the opposition group to take part in 
the negotiations with Israel and in handling the affairs of 
:>,e future Palestine state will please the Palestinians masses 
will help bring about stability and security, which are 
essential elements for socio-economic development. 

A WRITER in A1 Dustour praised the Jordanian Consumer 
Protection Society (JCPS) for its efforts to help the 
limited-income groups and the Jordanian consumers in 
general. Bassam Haddadin said that the JCPS, which 
Jordanian citizens hope will step up its activities in defence 
r.f -the consumers, has succeeded in winning the hearts and 
ihe support of the majority of the Jordanian people 
?: cause it tackles economic issues of immediate concern to 
. public. In the writer's view, the society has been giving 
:■;? service to the public than all the political parties put 
together because, he said, the society is dedicating its 
efforts to protecting citizens' interests, something which is 
,:i2 lacking in the work of the political parties. Referring to 
; v; society's endeavours, the writer said that its president 
:s •. members are continually following up with government 
•.•"'dais and merchants questions related to high cost of 
the question of prices of basic commodities and 
.i-us and other issues related to people’s daily lives. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 



to save Iraq and its. people 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s remarks on Iraq two days 
ago reflected the worries of many Jordanians, who see the 
widespread suffering and miseries of many Iraqis who are 
scared of a bloodbath or a civil war if the regime in 
Baghdad is challenged. 

The talk about a bloodbath resulting from a civil war 
between Iraqi Kurds and Arabs or Shiite and Sunnis might 
well be a ploy used by the Iraqi ministry of information to 
neutralise the attempts by Iraqi nationals to take a daring 
step to topple the regime or to introduce a new political 
system where Kurds, Sunnis and Shiite can enjoy their 
rights as equal citizens in a democratic pluralistic society. 
On the other hand, its occurrence is a possibility that 
cannot be ruled out. A meeting of Iraqi opposition groups 
and political figures would send a message to certain Iraqi 
nationals inside Iraq that they can cany out the changes 
they feel required without being scared since the opposition 
groups will agree to a minimum common denominator of 
priorities. 

Such an initiative will neutralise the danger of the 
70,000-man Badr forces stationed in Tehran, composed of 
former Iraqi prisoners of war captured during the first Gulf 
war, and staffed by Iranian command officers. 

Those Badr forces, as it was revealed recently, have 
Iranian tanks and sophisticated anti-tank missiles as part of 
their equipment. The first contingent has already reached 
the Iraqi northern border in case they invade Kirkuk or 
Mosel, that would guarantee an Iranian hegemony in the 
area for ages to come. 

Though there are over 47 different opposition groups 
operating from Tehran, Damascus, Saudi Arabia, Cairo 
and Lebanon, the main strong ones are A1 Da’wa Party 
representing many Shiite and still in control of many areas 
around Basra and in the Marshes, the Kurdish opposition 


headed by Jalal Talabani and Masoud Barazani and some 
less strong parties and independent personalities who have 
their significance as representatives of a strong national 
movement. 

A common agenda between those numerous groups can 
be found if Jordan plays a role in bringing them to Amman 
to start a dialogue to reach a formula which all would 
accept and endorse. 

Such a formula will be the real message to be sent to 
many Iraqis who are at the moment inside Iraq and who 
have actually the desire and the capability to effect the 
drastic changes required. 

There are positive signals that Moh'd Baqer A1 Hakeem 
has agreed to send his envoy Hamed A1 Bayyati as a 
representative of AI Da’wa Party to the Amman confer- 
ence which, according to some sources, could take place on 
Jan. 6. 

Moreover, another signal came from Damascus when the 
former bead of Iraqi military intelligence. Wafiq Samar- 
raie, agreed to be one of the main participants in Amman 
along with 82 London-based Iraqi figures and beads of 
opposition groups including very prominent names like 
Majid A1 Khoe’ie, Saad Saleh Jaber, Mishaan AI Jubouri, 
Nabil AI Jinabi and Ahmad AI Huboubi. 

One of the salient points in Jordan's call is that it does 
not pre-impose a form of political system on Iraqis to live 
by. 

The King was clear that it is up to the Iraqis to choose a 
federation, or a confederation or a centralised authority as 
long as the integrity of Iraqi land and its sovereignty is 
maintained. 

Moreover, Jordan is motivated to launch this initiative 
by its concern for the Iraqi people and their sufferings. 
Other players in the area do not have the same honest 
motive. 


Some players are obsessed by their Arab irredentist 
party and its ideological fervour to annex and unite by 
force. 

Others are worried about their annual quota of ofl 
exports and how much financial loss lifting the sanctions on 
Iraq will cost them, which is in the range of S6 billion or S8 
billion. While the Iranian player has always defended the 
notion that existing Arab states should be subsumed in a 
Tehran based Islamic empire. Iraq and Arab nationalism 
have no legitimacy in Iran’s Islamic ideology. 

Furthermore, an appeal from Amman to the Iraqis 
carries more weight of credibility and acceptance of 
friendship due to Jordan's former stand with the Iraqi 
people during the last two Gulf wars. 

There was a chance to change the regime in Baghdad 
when President Saddam Hussein was at his weakest point 
in March-April 1991. But he survived due to three factors 
mainly: the Sunni community's fear of retribution if the 
regime fell, the elite's solidarity and the opposition's 
divisions. Moreover, during the Iraqi Shiite revolt in 
February 1991, Washington suddenly supported President 
Saddam out of fear from fundamentalist takeover, which 
will be pro-Iranian. 

King Hussein's initiative will guarantee that the same 
three factors which worked adversely before will be 
handled in a positive way: The Sunnis will not fear 
retribution, the elite’s solidarity will be positive with Brig 
Gen. Hussein Kamel in Amman, and the opposition will 
have a common agenda for a constitutional pluralistic 
democratic Iraq. 

It is in the interest of all parties in the area to maintain a 
united Iraq. Its geopolitical weight will always be consider- 
able since the country enjoys a combination of large oil 
reserves, population and skilled work force. 


Religious background 
to Rabin’s assassination 


By Israel Shahak 

THERE GAN be no doubt 
that Yitzhak Rabin was 
murdered for religious 
reasons. The murderer and 
his accomplices were sin- 
cerely convinced that by 
killing Rabin (and if possi- 
ble other Israeli leaders as 
well) they were carrying 
out the commandments of 
the Jewish religion and 
obeying God. Nor were 
they alone in holding this 
view, as comprehensive 
surveys, carried out by the 
Hebrew press in religious 
Jewish neighbourhoods, 
have indicated. These sur- 
veys show, a very consider- 
able sympathy for the 
jnuitierei^ It also 'can be 
assumed that the cleavage 
between religious and secu- 
lar Jews which the murder 
of Rabin has brought to the 
surface will from now on 
play an increasing role in 
Israeli politics and may yet 
result, as some observers 
predicted even before the 
Hebron massacre, in a civil 
war. 

Outside Israel, where in 
contrast to apologetics and 
propaganda on Jewish 
themes, real knowledge of 
Jewish history and religion 
is sorely lacking, the possi- 
bility of such a civil war 
appears far-fetched. But in 
Israel, where Jewish his- 
tory is taught iu schools and 
seriously studied by many 
adults, and where the real 
nature of Jewish religion 
can be directly experi- 
enced, the prospect of a 
civil war between Jews 
sounds eminently reason- 
able. After all, a great deal 
of Jewish history is filled 
with civil wars, or rebel- 
lions accompanied by civil 
wars, some of them glor- 
ified by posterity, or at 
least by some influential 
centres of Jewish thought. 

Let me quote in this con- 
text an aA.de by Labour 
stalwart Yoram-Perl, 
formerly editor of Davar 
newspaper, published on 
March, 25, 1994: 

“A serious danger exists 
that the divide between two 
irrecondable Israeli politic- 
al cultures may develop 
into cleavage with mutual 
acrimony sufficient to spur 
a minor civil war... The 
most significant difference 
which today divides Israeli 
Jewish society into two hos- 
tile camps — and it is a 
recent phenomenon — is. 
not that between right and 
left, but between the reli- 
gious or part-religious and 
the secular... As a factor 
which constitutes political 
blocs and antithetical poli- 
tical cultures, religion is 
crucial.... The religious ex- 
tremists are implacably 
hostile to the very rudi- 
ments of democracy.” 
However, at that time no 
Israeli leader, including the 
secret police (which in this 
affair exceeded its usual 
stupidity) paid any atten- 
tion to Mr. Peri and others 
like him. 

Jewish chauvinism 

The reason for this wilful 
ignorance, fully shared by 
Rabin himself until it was 


too late, is Jewish chauvin- 
ism. so prevalent in Israel. 
All chauvinists falsify the 
history of their nation m 
order to make it appear 
much better than it really 
is. They also falsify the 
current situation in order to 
claim that their nation is 
“the best,” a claim made 
frequently by Israeli Jews. 
When chauvinism is rein- 
forced by religious fanatic- 
ism, the combination is 
especially explosive. Jewish 
chauvinism is so virulent 
because the identification 
of Jewish religion with Jew- 
■ish nationality prevailed for 
so long. Let us recall here 
that democracy was 
brought into Judaism from 
die outside. Before the ad- 
vent of the modem state, 
Jewish communities were 
ruled by their rabbis. The 
dearest wish of Jewish reli- 
gious fanatics is to restore 
this state of affairs. 

In the long period of time- 
before the advent of the 
modem state, Jewish com- 
munities around the world 
enjoyed a great degree of 
autonomy. Where the 
autonomy was wide, rabbis 
used it in order to mer- 
cilessly persecute Jews of 
two categories: those who 
committed religious sins, 
and even more, Jews who 
informed on other Jews to 
non-Jews or otherwise 
harmed their interests. All 
foe rabbis’ persecuting ver- 
dicts remained on record in 
the Talmudic literature and 
can be used now as prece- 
dents by present-day rabbis 
or scholars. 

Among the punishments 
used against Jewish sinners 
who, for example, violated 
the Sabbath or assaulted a 
rabbi, one can find gouging 
out of the eyes, amputation 
of hands or feet and a wide 
variety of floggings. The 
death penalty, emeu in 
cruel forms such as stoning, 
was quite common. Public 
humiliation was much 
used. Indeed, the old syna- 
gogues of Poland, mostly 
destroyed by the Nazis, 
were equipped with stocks. 
The Jewish sinner was put 
in them and the pious, 
coming to prayer, spat on 
him. Of course, similar 
things were done in Eng- 
land in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. The crucial dif- 
ference in that English his- 
tory books mention such 
things. Jewish history 
books published in Britain 
or the U-S. ignore them. 

The sin of informing 

Two religious sins which 
used to be punished by 
death without trial by the 
Jewish religious author- 
ities, or by any individual 
Jew, are even more re- 
levant to the murder of 
Rabin. The first is the sin of 
being an informer, defined 
as a Jew who tells non-Jews 
about any Jewish affair, 
public or individual, finan- 
cial or criminal, and by this 
possibly cause loss of Jew- 
ish property or other dam- 
age. (In Hebrew the word 
for informer, mosser, is still 
one of the worst insults, as 
the word “collaborator” is 
among the Palestinians.) 


Jewish religious law is 
unanimous in stating that a 
Jewish informer should be 
put to death without trial, 
either by communal actioo 
or by any Jew, as a pious 
duty. 

The great scholar and 
philosopher, Maimonides, 
after noting this law. adds: 
“Informers are being put to 
death every day in the 
(Jewish) communities of 
North Africa and Spain.” 
Another sage. Rabbi Shlo- 
mo Luria (in 16th century 
Poland) chides the Jews of 
his time for “only cutting 
off the tongue and gouging 
out the eyes” of an infor- 
mer and orders them to kfll 
: ail-informers without mer- 
cy. A later Jewish authority 
threatens every Jew who 
refrains from help in the 
killing of an informer with 
being killed himself. Mur- 
der of informers, or of Jews 
who, because of their lax 
religious observance, were 
thought to be such, went on 
in Eastern Europe well into 
the 19th century. 

The land of Israel is cons- 
idered by religious Jews to 
be the exclusive property of 
the Jews. Thus, granting 
Palestinians authority over 
part of it could well be 
interpreted as “informing.’* 
The relations which de- 
veloped between Rabin 
and the Palestinian Au- 
thority could, and actually 
were, interpreted as caus- 
ing harm to Jews by “in- 
forming.” Rabin and other 

Labour or Meretz ministers 
of Knesset members were 
publicly denounced as “in- 
formers” by several in- 
fluential rabbis, such as the 
notorious Moshe Levinger. 
A widely respected figure. 
Professor Asa Kasher of 
Tel Aviv University, took 
the trouble to enlighten the 
public by means of a letter 
to the editor of Ha’aretz 
about the exact meaning of 
the term employed by 
Levinger and the danger of 
assassination implied in it. 
■His warnings were disre- 
garded by all, including 
Ha’aretz. 

The second religious law 
relevant to Rabin's murder 
is “the law of the persecu- 
tor'’ (Hebrew rodef), de- 
fined as a person who pur- 
sues a Jew with intent to 
kill. In such a casae, H is 
obligatory on every Jew 
who may be present to kill 
or incapacitate the “perse- 
cutor." But by the exten- 
sion of this law, other cate- 
gories of Jews were in- 
cluded in this term, and 
hence it became a religious 
duty to kill them. For ex- 
ample, it was argued by 
some rabbis in the early 
19th century that Reform 
rabbis who seduced Jews 
from their true faith and so 
endangered their souls 
were worse than those who 
tried to kill them. 

In a famous case in Lvov, 
(now in Ukraine, then in 
the Austrian Empire) in 
1848, the first Reform rab- 
bi of that town was 
poisoned together with 
members of his family, for 
that very reason. Even 
more relevant to Rabin’s 
murder is the argument of 


many rabbis that informers 
are also persecutors be- 
cause they may endanger 
Jewish lives, and that this is 
an additional reason to kill 
them out of hand. Let us 
recall in this context that 
many Israeli politicians and 
rabbis had accused Rabin 
of causing by his policies 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
assaults, with their heavy 
loss of Jewish life. This was 
also one of the claims of 
Rabin's assassin, Yigal 
Amir, who is a Talmudic 
scholar. 

Premises of toe 

Jewish underground 

Finally, let me point out 
that Rabin's murder- fol- 
lows logically from the reli- 
gious premises of the Jew- 
ish Underground of 1984. 
At that time the attention 
of the media was directed 
to their murders of Arabs. 
But it has meanwhile be- 
come abundantly clear that 
the killing of a non-Jew by 
a Jew does not constitute a 
sin in Jewish religious law. 
On. Nov. 6, Ha’aretz re- 
ported that Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef was quoted in the 
Israeli Supreme Court as 
arguing that “the killing of 
a non-Jew does not consti- 
tute a sin,” without arous- 
ing any comment. Rabbi 
Yosef is not only a famous 
rabbinical authority but 
also the spiritual patron of 
the Shas party. He is re- 
spected by the leaders of 
the present government. 
Thus, the real innovation, 
or rather a return to the 
not-so- ancient past on the 
part of the Jewish Under- 
go und, was its decision to 
permit the killing of secular 
Jews. 

Let us recall that mem- 
bers of that underground 
were caught red-handed 
planting bombs under Arab 
buses near Jerusalem. The 
day was a Friday. The 
bombs were equipped with 
timing devices so that they 
would explode a short time 
after the Sabbath began on 
that day, when to travel on 
a bus is a mortal sin accord- 
ing to Jewish religion. At 
the time, before the intifa- 
da, many Israelis used 
Arab buses, as did many 
tourists, Jews among them. 
The only category of peo- 
ple not likely to use such a 
bus when it exploded were 
religious Jews. 

Let us also recall that the 
pious members of the Jew- 
ish Underground used to 
seek prior rabbinical 
approval for their actions. 
(Peres. Rabin and Shamir, 
acting together according 
to the agreement by which 
the “national unity govern- 
ment” was set up, then 
ordered the police to stop 
investigating those rabbis). 
No single rabbi has since 
opposed the religious 
reasoning which led to the 
planting of those bombs. It 
is therefore an inescapable 
conclusion that some rabbis 
approved, even 11 years 
ago, the wanton killing of 
non-religious Jews.. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Eritrean aggression 
encouraged by 
Arabs’ division 

Reviewed by Elia Nasrallafr 

countries tc unite and take 
meaningful action to deter 
aggressors. Ibrahim AI 
Absi, a writer in AI Ra'i, 
said that slogans about 
Arab solidarity and nice 
words of sympathy express- 
ed by Arab states towards 
one another can do nothing 
to 'restore Arab rights. 
There is need for new Arab 
. charter and a new Arab 
order dedicated to protect- 
ing Arab lands, said the 
writer. First came Islamic 
Ira n, which occupied ihe 
Arabi air G ulf islands, fol- 
lowed "by Islamic Turkey 
which has been launching 
aggression on northern 
Iraq and finally came the 
Eritreans who occupied a 
Yemeni island, said the 
writer. The writer said that 
the Eritreans, who received 
help from all Arab states, 
including Yemen, in their 
struggle for independence 
from Ethiopia, have now 
turned the tables on the 
Arab Nation, which is too 
weak to act even in the 
defence of its own in- 
terests. 

Describing as unjustified 
Israel's decision to prevent 
hundreds of Jordanians 
from crossing into the West 
Bank to take part in the 


THE LOCAL press last 
week discussed Eritrea's 
occupation of a Yemeni is- 
land in the Red Sea. 
Israel's derision to prevent 
Jordanians from crossing 
into the West Bank, the 
on-going peace process and 
domestic affairs. 

Fakhri, Kawar, a writer 
in AI Dustour, said Eritrea 
represents the latest 
aggressors on Arab coun- 
tries but it definitely would 
not be the last. Realising 
that the Arab countries are 
too weak to fight back and 
quite assured that the 
Arabs wold not fight to 
liberate their occupied 
lands, the Eritreans were 
boldened enough to launch 
their aggression on Yemeni 
territory, said the writer. 
Before Eritrea. Iran occu- 
pied United Arab Emirates 
islands in the Arabian 
Gulf, and the Arab World 
proved unable to do any- 
thing against this aggres- 
sion either, said the writer. 
He said one facet of the 
Arab World's impotence in 
facing aggression was an 
Arab minister's advice 
given to Yemen to resort to 
the International Court of 
Justice to solve the prob- 
lem with Eritrea. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Ahmad AI Misleh. a wri- 
ter in AI Ra'i, said that the 
weakness of the Arab 
World has encouraged the 
Eritreans to launch their 
aggression on Yemeni 
territory. Had Sudan and 
Egypt been on good terms, 
Eritrea would not have 
dared to occupy the Yeme- 
ni islands and had the Arab 
countries in the eastern 
flank of the Arab World 
been united, Iran could not 
have maintained its 
occupation of the islands in 
the Arabian Gulf. It is re- 
grettable, said the writer, 
that aggression on Arab 
territories has not yet 
awakened the Arab Nation 
from its deep slumber and 
has failed to prompt Arab 
leaders to take a collective 
action. 

Discussing the Eritrean 
attack on Yemen. Taher 
Adwan, a writer in AI Dus- 
tour, said that the aggres- 
sion surprised Yemen and 
the Arab World, which 
continues to be divided and 
weak. The Arab World 
abounds with vast oil 
wealth and it has other 
natural resources and hold 
holy shrines but it lacks a 
united plan to ensure secur- 
ity for this wealth, said the 
writer. He said that the 
Arabs had done nothing to 
restore their sovereignty 
over the United Arab Emi- 
rates islands occupied by 
Iran and they are expected 
to do nothing vis-a-vis Erit- 
rea s aggression because 
they are too weak to make 
any move. 

Calling on the Arab 


celebrations marking 
end of occupation in N 
lus, Ahmad Shaker, a \ 
ter in AI Dustour, said t 
Israel's action was mean 
tell the Arabs that it < 
holds the final word in it 
ters concerning the Pale 
mans. Barring the Jor 
mans’ entry into the W 
Bank, said the writ 
would not change the i 
that the Jordanians s 
Palestinians constitute c 
family whose feelings i 
the same on both sides 
the River. He said that i 
Palestine National Auth 
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tested against the Isn 
action and taken imme 
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m the liberated city. 

Israel has aimed at hui 
liating the Jordanian » 
legation whose memb 
had unsuccessfully atten 
ted to cross into the W 
Bank to take part in N: 
lus’s celebrations, said Ti 
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wanted to deprive 1 
Jordanians and the Pale 
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they will continue to 
united, added the writer 
AI Dustour. He said t 
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the Oslo agreement, 1 st 
is still insisting to prove 
the Arabs that it rules si 
reme over all bridges a 
all approaches to the oa 
P«ed Arab land. 




Peace hopes shine on through the end of 1995 


By Nicholas Doughty 
- Reuter 

LONDON — The promise 
of peace triumphed in 1995 
with hope for an end to 
some of the world’s bit- 
terest conflicts. 

A treaty ended the war in 
Bosnia. The assassination 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin failed to de- 
rail the Middle East peace 
process. The guns in North- 
ern Ireland and Haiti stayed 
silent, even if they still 
blazed in Afghanistan, 
Chechenya and Sri Lanka. 

As the world approached 
the mille nnium and the end 
of a bloody century, 1995 
made a difference. But 
there were still plenty of 
clouds to go with the silver 
lining. 

The year had barely 
started when a huge earth- 
quake struck the Japanese 
city of Kobe, killing more 
than 5,000 people. 

Two months later, the 
country was struck by 
another disaster, this time 
of human making. Eleven 
people died and thousands 
were injured in a nerve gas 
attack on -the packed Tokyo 
subway system, carried out 
by the Anm Shinri Kyo 
religious sect. 

For die people of the 
United States, 1995 was the 
year when they realised that 
no one was immune from 
such acts of terror. A huge 
carbomb in Oklahoma City 
killed at least 167 people in 
April. Two Americans with 
a grudge against the U.S. 
government were later 
charged with the bombing. 

In Europe, the war that 
had torn apart efforts to 
build a new post-cold war 
order finally lurched to a 
conclusion. 

The year in Bosnia 
started with an uneasy ceas- 
efire followed by more 
fighting, NATO air strikes 
and massacres, after the 
Serbs overran two Muslim 
enclaves — Srebrenica and 
Zepa — in July. 

Then, battlefield rever- 
sals for the Serbs and a 
U.S.-led diplomatic drive 
finally opened up the road 
to peace after more than 
three years of conflict. 

Three weeks of gruelling 
talks at a U.S. airforce base 
in Dayton, Ohio, produced 



ingsheng to 14 years in 
rison this month. Fears 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA: A U.S. led diplomatic 
drive produced an agreement that promises an end to 
the war that had torn apart efforts to build a new 


post-odd war order. The picture shows French 
soldiers renovating the airport runway which will 


an agreement to end the 
war. After die deal was 
signed by the presidents of 
former Yugoslav republics 
in Paris this month, NATO 
troops flooded into snow- 
bound Bonaa. 

It was a new mission for 
die old alliance, working 
for peace beyond its bor- 
ders alongside Rossian 
troops and others, replacing 
a largely discredited U.N. 
mission. 

The 16-nation alliance 
had a good year, except for 
the whiff of scandal which 
forced NATO Secretary- 
General Willy Claes to res- 
ign in October. He was 
replaced by Spain's Javier 
SolSLQSL- 

In the Middle East, it 
looked as though the long 
.conflict between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours might 
finally be on its way to 
resolution, even though a 
key deal settling -the dis- 


putes between Israel and 
Syria remained elusive. 

Financial, diplomatic and 
commercial links, unthink- 
able a few years ago, were 
established in the region. 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) signed an agreement 
in Washington extending 
Palestinian rule to most of 
the West Bank. 

Then, at a peace rally in 
Tel Aviv on Nov. 4, an 
assassin gunned dowji 
Israeli. Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. The world 
mourned but the work for 
Middle East peace con- 
tinued. 

Two other leaders nar- 
rowly escaped assassination 
in 1995. Gunmen tried to 
kill Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak as he vi- 
sited Ethiopia in June and 
Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze escaped a 
carbomb two months later. 


Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein/ still in power despite 
his 1991 Gulf war defeat at 
the hands of the United 
States and its allies, re- 
mained defiant despite the 
defection of two of his most 
trusted aides, both sons-in- 
law, in August. 

It was a year to remem- 
ber the end of World War U 
50 years ago and die terri- 
ble, bright dawn of the nuc- 
lear age, with the use of the 
first atomic bombs against 
the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945. 

There were constant re- 
minders of the dangers 
posed by nuclear weapons, 
even though the threat of a 
global holocaust may have 
faded with the end of the 
cold war. 

The international com- 
munity agreed in May that a 
25-year treaty , to prevent- 
the spread of nnclear 


weapons and the technolo- 
gy used to build them 
should be made permanent, 
not left to expire. 

New French President 
Jacques Oiirac ► then 
announced that his country 
would resume a programme 
of nuclear tests in the South 
Pacific before the conclu- 
sion of an international 
treaty next year that will 
ban them altogether. 

France’s decision, and 
continued Chinese tests, 
brought vigorous protests 
from Asian powers and en- 
vironmental groups. 

For the United States, it 
was the year when Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton clawed 
bade some support at home 
and rebuilt his credentials 
on foreign polity. Washing- 
ton played a key role m 
JBosnia, the Middle East, 
Northern Ireland and else-> 
where. 

Russia, a shadow of' its 
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serve as their logistic base 
in Bosnia (AFP photo) 

former superpower self, 
had a much tougher time. 

Although the shattered 
economy showed some 
signs of stability, people 
craving order and relief 
from hardship voted in 
droves for the Communists 
in December parliamentary 
elections, delivering a ma- 
jor rebuff to President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

Russian troops were 
humiliated before they 
finally crushed most resist- 
ance in the breakaway re- 
»gkm of Chechenya. 

Despite a ceasefire, light- 
ing flared again before the 
end of the year. And 
Chechen fighters launched 
a commando-style raid in 
June on the Russian town 
of Buddenovsk, taking hun- 
dreds of hostages. At least 
120 people were killed. 

Natural disaster struck 
Russia, too, with an earth- 
quake that killed 'some' 


daring the NATO mission 


2,000 people in the for east- 
ern town of Neftegorsk. 

As Central and Eastern 
European countries con- 
tinued their reforms with 
high hopes of joining 
NATO and the European 
Union (EU), 1995 marked 
die end of an era in Poland. 

Aieksander Kwasniews- 
ki, a slide former commun- 
ist, was elected president in 
November — ending the 
reign of Lech Walesa, the 
man who had come to sym- 
bolise re s ist an ce to com- 
mon ism in the 1980s but - 
who finally lost popular, 
support. 

In Western Europe, lead- 
ers of the 15-nation Euro- 
pean Union ’reaffirmed 
their goal of building a sing- 
le currency by 1999 but 
some of the steam seemed 
to have gone out of then- 
drive towards closer pohtfo- 
al and economic, integra- 
tion. 


There were ^-disguised 
strains in the JFranco- 
Geiman partneship and a 
wave of paralysing pubtic 
sector strikes in France 
raised questions* about 
whether EU citizens were 
really prepared to make the 
sacrifices needed for 
monetary union. 

Political leaders in 
Europe, from Spain to Bri- 
tain, often appeared weak 
or indecisive. In Italy, cor- 
ruption scandals continued 
to taint those who once 
enjoyed supreme power. 

In Asia, Burmese opposi- 
tion leader Aung San Sun 
Kyi was finally freed in July 
by the country’s military 
rulers, after nearly six yean 
under house arrest 

China, already under fire 
for its human rights record, 
sentenced dissident Wei 
Jin; 
prison 

grew that China might be 
preparing to match its eco- 
'nomic power with more di- 
plomatic and military mus- 
cle. 

South Korea was plunged 
into turmoil as two former 
presidents were caught up 
m political and corraption 
scandals. 

Nevertheless, even on 
the world’s poorest conti- 
nent, 1995 brought at least 
some good news. 

South Africa united be- 
hind Nelson Mandela after 
last year’s end-bf-apartheid 
elections and Angola 
moved closer to lasting 
peace after two decades of 
civil war. 

Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous nation, outraged 
die world by hanging nine 
minority rights activists. It 
was suspended from the 
Commonwealth and faced 
sanctions. 

Central Africa saw fresh 
bloodshed as Totsis and 
Hutus struggled to come to 
terms with the aftermath of 
last year’s genocide in 
Rwanda and generations of 
unresolved ethnic rivalry. 

The feared Ebola virus' 
killed 244 people in Zaire, 
sending a shudder around 
the world. 

But for ordinary people 
in many of the plans where 
misery of human malting 
has reigned supreme, 1995 
was a year of Iks bloodshed 
and fewer tears. - ■ , 
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'It’s up to Iraqis to determine future’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
wilderment at the controver- 
sial discussions of the possi- 
ble meeting of the Iraqi 
opposition in Jordan while 
such meetings by the opposi- 
tion occur in many other 
Arab countries with no 
accusations similar to those 
levelled at Jordan being 
made against them. 

“We do not have ambitions 
(in Iraq) but look around and 
scrutinise: You might find 
that others have such ambi- 
tions and designs," said the 
King, adding that the interest 
of people come before the' ’ 
interest of individuals. 

During the meeting, the 
King also criticised those who 
belittle Jordan and its ability 
to play an independent role 
in the region. 

“Let us be frank and say that it 
seems that we suffer from an 
inferiority complex in the sense 
that a Jordanian cannot be equal 
to others and that Jordan does 
not have the ability to say and 
defend what it believes in,” the 
King told the journalists. 

The King said this feeling was 
manifested in the 1950s when the 
wliiical movement wasted the 
chance for developing democra- 
cy by becoming an extention to 
political parries in other Arab 


countries instead of organising 
itself around t principles derived 
from the belief that this country 
carries the legacy of the Great 
Arab Revolt. 

This led to a setback, and 
democracy was destroyed in the 
name of democracy, the King 
said. 

The monarch called on Jorda- 
nians to work together to protea 
the democratic march that Jor- 
dan restarted in 1989 so that “we 
can stand in the face of all the 
enemies -of democracy and hu- 
man rights.” 

“Many bet that we will fail ... 
And we must be careful to avoid 
a setback," said the King, who 
stressed his belief in democracy 
and the right of Jordanians to 

S ay a - role in determining their 
Cure. 

The King urged the press, 
which be seventy criticised last 
month, to abandon negativism, 
to seek accuracy and to be more 
responsible in dealing with the 
issues at hand. 

“As far as press is concerned, 
we hope that the dialogue will 
continue so that we reach a 
formula that will be satisfactory 
to ns and to you and to set the 
rules according to which the 
press will work in die future,” 
said the King. 

Later during a lunch he hosted 
for the journalists, the King 
agreed to a request by some 
journalists to give them time to 


discuss the situation of the press 
among themselves and make re- 
commendations on the subject 
before the government decides 
to amend the Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

The King also criticised those 
who blame the government for 
the increase in commodity 
prices, saying that these are de- 
termined by supply and demand. 

The King said that die econo- 
mic situation is improving, point- 
ing out that the state's income is 
quickly matching expenditures. 

He said the government play- 
ed an intensive role in the eco- 
nomy in the past because the 
private sector could not play that 
role, but this situation will 
change now because the private 
sector is able to play a more 
assertive role in die economy. 

“We are talking about a deter- 
mination by all to reach a stage at 
which we will not need any- 
body," said the King. 

The King said that the peace 
dividend will translate into tangi- 
ble achievements in the coming 
stages "so that we can provide 
our citizen with all the opportu- 
nities and narrow the gap be- 
tween us and others in this 
world.” 

“We stand on solid ground," 
said the King.” We are commit- 
ted to our faith and to our Arab 
identity and we are determined 
that this country will be a model 
for others:” 


Rabin’s assassination 


(Continued from page 6) 

The interesting proposal 
attributed to Rabbi Nahum 
Rabnowitz (Ycdiot AJhro- 
not, Nov. 16) to plant 
'.rines and explosive de- 
vices around any settle- 
ment threatened with eva- 
cuation by the Israeli army, 
follows the same Hne of 
reasoning. When Rabbi 
Rabin owitz was asked ab- 
out the danger, inherent in 
his proposal, to file life of 
Jewish soldiers, he 
answered: “If they obey 
the order to remove a Jew- 
ish settlement then they are 
wicked Jews,” and as such 
presumably deserve death. 

These developments 
should be seen in the con- 
text of the “twofold 
hatred” directed against 
non-Jews and secular Jews, 
preached for some time by 
the settlement rabbis of the 
Vest Bank. For example. 
Rabbi Yair Dreyfus argued 
that Israel was aabout to 
commit “spiritual apostasy 
the day the agreement with 
the PLO takes effect...” In 


that era of sin, he opined, 
Jewish culture would be 
polluted by what he called 
“a speedy Arabisation.” 
Dreyfus denounced Israel 
as “the new sinfnl 
Canaan ite-Palesti man state 
to be established now on 
the ruins of the genuine 
Jewish-Zionist state. It will 
not be a Foundation of 
God’s Throne on earth as 
the state of Israel was ex- 
pected to become by being 
true to the Word of God. 
God may even got to war 
against His polluted 
Throne. The Jews who lead 
us into that sin no longer 
deserve any divine protec- 
tion... We shall pursue a 
merciless struggle against 
the Canaanite-Palestinian 
entity,” that is against 
Israel. From here to the 
approval of murder in the 
name of God is a very short 
distance. 

It can be assumed that 
the policies now adopted 
by Peres of courting reli- 
gious parties and religious 
Jews in general will make 
the situation worse and will 


wast the enormous poten- 
tial created by the wide- 
spread mourning felt after 
Rabin’s murder. It can be 
predicted that such policies 
will lead to another reli- 
gious murder or to a series 
of such murders. After all, 
it has already been proven 
that the main reason why 
the murderer succeeded so 
easily was the long-held 
assumption of the Israeli 
secret police, equally 
chauvinistic and stupid, 
that no Jew would ever 
attempt to murder the 
prime minister and that re- 
ligious Jews were especially 
to be trusted. 

I cannot be sure that a 
civil war among Israeli 
Jews is necessary to estab- 
lish secular democracy and 
real peace with the Arabs, 
which in my view can only 
then be made. It is, howev- 
er, certain that serious dvil 
conflict among Israelis is 
now likely. 


— Middle East Interna- 
tional 


London: Europe’s new ethnic melting pot 


LONDON HAS always 
been a cosmopolitan rity, 
home to wave after wave of 
immigrants who in time 
have become Londoners, 
providing the mix that argu- 
ably makes London the 
most cosmopolitan dty in 
the world. 

There were Irish and 
Jewish people in London in 
the 12th century. Greek 
Street in Soho takes its 
names from an Orthodox 
community there in the 
17th century, while the East 
End has played host to 17th 
century Hugenots, 18th 
century Irish and 19th cen- 
tury Jews before becoming 
the Bengali community It is 
today. 

And work by the London 
Research Centre published 
last week, based on the 
1991 census, shows the pro- 
cess is still at work. From 20 
per cent of the population 
now, ethnic minorities are 
projected in just 15 years’ 
time to make up 28 per cent 
of the British capital's 
population. 

Two London boroughs, 
Brent and Newham, will 
see the ethnic minorities 
become the majority, their 
present 45 per cent and 44. 
per cent firing to 52 per 
cent and 61 per cent respec- 
tively. 

But in every London 
borough the numbers will 
rise, from Bexley and 
Bromley to Richmond and 
Sutton. Each of these outer 
boroughs at present has 
only a 5 or 6 per cent ethnic 
minority population. But 
each of which will see a 
similar 40 per cent rise to 
the rest of London, taking 
them dose to 10 per cent. 

The increase is almost 
entirely the result of the 
natural age structure, not 
the result of higher birth 
rates or continued immigra- 
tion, according to the Lon- 
don Research Centre. 
Those groaps which will en- 
joy the highest rate of 
growth at present have the 
lowest age profile. Accord- 
ing to Herman Ouseley, 
chairman of the Commis- 
sion for Radal Equality, 
these changes represent 
both a challenge and an 
opportunity. By 2011, well 
over half London's ethnic 


A new report sug- 
gests that within 15 
years almost one 
third of the British 
capital will be com- 


posed of ethnic 
minorities. Nicholas 
Timmins looks at 
London’s changing 
profile 


minorities will be British 
born, a proportion that will 
continue to rise sharply as 
the wave of Caribbean and 
Asian immigrants from the 
1950s and 1960s dies off. 

London's cosmopolitan 
nature, however, comes not 
just from New Common- 
wealth immigration. In 
1991, the census showed 
there were communities 
more than 10,000 strong in 
London from 34 countries. 
They ranged from more 
than 250.000 Irish to 
133,000 people born in EU 
countries, 32,000 Amer- 
icans, 50,000 Cypriots, 
almost 12,000 from Viet- 
nam, 18,000 from Hong 
Kong, almost 14,000 from 
Mauritius, 21,000 from Po- 
land, 16,000 from Malaysia, 
a similar number from Iran 
and 20,000 from Turkey. 

Not all of these will be 
British citizens and Lon- 
don's role as a key financial 
and trading centre has con- 
tributed to its ethnic mix — 
bringing in the Arabs in the 
1970s and the Japanese and 
growing ranks of Euro- 
peans in the 1980s and 
1990s — combined with 
Britain’s traditional, if 
steadily more restrictive, 
role as a haven for refugees. 

The most dramatic en- 
gine of the recent change m 
Loudon's ethnic make-up, 
however, has indeed come 
from New Commonwealth 
immigration, starting 
almost 50 years ago when 
the Empire Windiush dock- 
ed in 1948 with the first 
Caribbean immigrants 
brought over toboost Bri- 
tain’s labour force. 

In assessing how well the 
British capital has coped, 
Anne Page, chief executive 
of the London Research 
Centre, and Chris Myant, a 
spokesman for the Commis- 
sion on Radial Equality, 


strive for a balance. 

On (me level London has 
adapted remarkably well. 
Only briefly in the 1950s in 
Notting Hill has there been 
anything in London that 
could ratify be called race 
riots: the 1980s riots in 
Brixton and at Blackwater 
Farm having causes far 
more complex than race 
alone. 

None the less, immigra- 
tion initially produced the 
growth in intolerance that 
almost every wave of im- 
migrants has faced. Its 
peaks were symbolised by 
Enoch Powell’s “rivers of 
blood” speech in 1968 and 
the growth of the National 
Front in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

But as legislation prog- 
ressively restricted im- 
migration, governments of 
both colours began to take 
positive action to promote 
good race relations with the 
result that London now has 
a record for better than 
probably any other Euro- 
pean dty, where in most 
cases mass immigration has 
been for more recent. 

"The reason, I think, is 
that we deliberately faced 
the issues after the growth 
of intolerance of the 1950s 
and 1960s,” Anne Page, the 
London Research Centre's 
chief executive says, defin- 
ing the passage of the 1976 
Race Relations Act as the 
crudal moment in that. 

“As a result, London to- 
day enjoys a rich mix of 
people and culture unpara- 
lleled of radaj harmony, 
compared to its own recent 
past and possibly to other 
large dues in Europe," she 
says. 

Chris Myant points not 
just to the immense range 
of restaurants and shops re- 
flecting flavours and cul- 
tures from around the 


world bnt whole ethnic 
shopping centres from 
Soho's Chinatown to South- 
ail's Indian markets that are 
an intrinsic part of London 
life, as is the Notting H£D 
Carnival, a uniquely Afro- 
Caribbean event that draws 
in a vastly wider range of 
the population than Afro- 
Caribbeans alone. That, he 
says, “is very different from 
the odd Chinese or 
Japanese shop. These are 
real communities that are 
part of London and it is 
something that gives us 
great confidence and hope 
for the future.” 

There remains, he says, 
however, a darker side, one 
of unequal opportunities 
and uneven achievement, 
, fuelled by continuing discri- 
mination. There is a 
seemingly permanent 
undertow of radal attacks 
and violence in parts of 
London. Employment 
opportunities still vary 
widely by race. Among 16- 
to-24-y ear-olds, the Labour 
Force Survey showed last 
year that 60 per cent of 
black males were unem- 
ployed. a rate approaching 
three umes uui iui wm,w. 
Average weekly earnings 
for whites in London are 
just under £400 a week 
against not much more than 
half that figure for tile 
ethnic minorities. And 
while a black and Asian 
middle class has emerged in 
gjowiug numbers uiere are 
wide variations among the 
ethnic groups. 

The 1991 census showed 
that among black Carib- 
bean, there were half the 
managers there would have 
been if there was no em- 
ployment difference be- 
tween ethnic groups: the 
figure for the professions 
being a third. By contrast, 
among Indians the propor- 


tion in the professions was 
higher than expected, 
although managerial num- 
bers were relatively low. 
The professions employed 
twice as many Chinese as 
might be expected. Bang- 
ladeshis, particularly, were 
over-represented among 
unskilled workers. And de- 
spite considerable 
efforts, the ethnic 
minorities remain under- 
represented across wide 
swathes of city life, not just 
in professions and top man- 
agement The Metropolitan 
Police, already policing a 
dty a fifth of whose popula- 
tion is from the ethnic 
minority still has only 
around 1.5 per cent Mack 
and Asian officers. 

If there is a long way to 
go to achieve equal oppor- 
tunity, the continued 
growth of London’s ethnic 
minority population, 
however, is sorely less tfaie- 
ateping to the white popula- 
tion now than the original 
immigration of the 1950s 
and 1960s. Familiarity has 
bred mutual tolerance. The 
National Front and British 
National Party, which once 
had their bases firmly in 
London’s inner dty, now 
seem to do better in Bexley 
where ethnic minorities still 
make up a mere six per cent 
of the population. 

■ In an increasingly global 
world, London’s cultural 
and linguistic diversity can 
be seen as a key competi- 
tive advantage, if only the 
capital has the wit to use h. 
“Britain's ethnic minorities 
are an irreversible part of 
the social, cultural and eco- 
nomic well-being of Lon- 
don,” Mr. Ouseley argues. 
“Employers in London 
have tire opportunities to be 

the envy of the world with 
such diversity.” 

With more inter- 
marriage, more mixed com- 
munities, more ethnically 
mixed children and more 
diversity, London is set in 
the 21st century to become 
a tow type of dty for 
Euotpe — one more like 
the immigrant dries of the 
United States, but without, 
rf London gets it right, their 

segregation. 


The Independent 
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Oman appeals to private sector 
to help in development 


MUSCAT (AFP) — The 
Omani government, strapped 
for cash after a spending 
spree to build roads, hospit- 
als and other public facilities, 
has begun appealing to pri- 
vate businesses to help de- 
velop the country. 

But businesses are hesi- 
tant 

“The private sector is 
going to play a major role in 
the next five-year plan (1996- 
2000) and the government is 
ready to help it in its task," 
said commerce ministry 
director-general Rashid Mas- 
ruri. 

Since oil was discovered in 
1970, the state has provided 
the country with a modem 
infrastructure, but Mr. Mas- 
rari said: “Private business- 
men must pick up where we 
left off. 

'The laws on investment 
have been revised to allow in 
foreign capital,'' he added. 

An Arab diplomat in Mus- 
cat said: “Oman is experienc- 
ing serious economic difficul- 
ties and the state no longer 
has reserves to spend on de- 
velopment projects.'' 

The treasury has seen its 
reserves dwindle as falling oil 
prices hit a country where the 
cost of pumping crude is 
high. 

“The country is big. Both 
the infrastructure ana its up- 


keep are costly. State coffers 
can no longer afford it,” the 
diplomat said. 

The budget deficit for 1995 
exceeds $800 million, while 
the external debt is expected 
to reach $3.1 billion this year, 
according to estimates from 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

The new five-year plan 
“contains no new develop- 
ment project because, in 
order to avoid borrowing, 
allocations for development 
have been cut from 1.3 billion 
riyals ($3.38 billion) to 500 
million riyals ($1.3 billion),” 
he said. 

The government hopes to 
privatise electricity, water re- 
cycling, the hotels, and road 
building. 

But businessmen and di- 
plomats in Oman said the 
private sector which is 
dominated by trade, is not 
solid enough to meet the 
demands of the state. 

This sector “is afraid of 
rushing into industrial or in- 
frastructure projects," 
according to Yaacub Hamad 
a 1 Harithi, a buis ness man and 
former president of Oman's 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

The government has an im- 
portant role to play in train- 
ing the executives needed to 
run industry and tourism, he 


said. 

The country must “prepare 
for the period after the oil 
runs out by investing in hu- 
man resources because we 
cannot guarantee develop- 
ment with foreign labourers 
and managers,” he said. 

Foreigners, mainly Indi- 
ans, account for nearly 
600,000 of the two million 
people living in Oman, which 
has the highest population 
growth rate in the region at 
3.9 per cent annually. 

Just over half the popula- 
tion is under 15 years old. 

The policy of dying to re- 
palce foreigners with Omanis 
“is not working,” an Arab 
diplomat added, as young 
Omanis have ignored the 
government's appeals to take 
up many jobs except in bank- 


ing and the hotel industry. 

The businessmen said the 
government has still not 
taken the risks needed to 
develop tourism. Oman, one 
of the most picturesque coun- 
tries in the region, fears that 
tourists will bring in drug 
abuse and values alien to 
Islam. 

But time is running out for 
diversifying an oil-dependent 
economy, a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“Omanis do not have much 
oil reserves. If they continue 
to pump at the rate of 
800,000 barrels per day, they 
will have oil for 20 more 
years,” he said. 

In the long run, Oman 
hopes to develop its gas re- 
serves but it is in fierce com-, 
petition with neighbours such 
as Qatar and Iran. 


Tighter monetary policy by Asian 
central banks seen for ’96 



SINGAPORE (AFP) — Sad- 
dled with increasing current 
account deficits, the central 
banks of developing Asia 
look set to spend 1996 guard- 
ing their currencies against 
possible speculative attacks, 
analysts say. 

Fears of such runs, which 
sent the Mexican peso reeling 
early this year, would spur 
more central banks in the 
region to hammer out bilater- 
al arrangements to shield 
their currencies, they said. 

The central banks of Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Australia re- 
cently forged a set of bilateral 
repurchase agreements, or 
repos, that allowed them to 
draw on one another's kitties 
in times of need. 

Singapore has signed simi- 
lar pacts with Indonesia and 


Thailand. 

“Given a period of time, 
there is a big chance that 
more central banks will parti- 
cipating in repos," said Andy 
Tan. regional currency 
analyst with U.S. investment 
house MMS International. 

On the back of strong im- 
port growth, trade and cur- 
rent account balances of 
many Asian countries are de- 
teriorating and the position 
could worsen next year, 
analysts said. 

South East Asia's four fast- 
growing economies, Indone- 
sia. Malaysia, the Philippines 
and Thailand, are likely to 
see their combined current 
account deficit grow from an 
estimated $29 billion in 1995 
to about $32 billion in 1996. 
Merrill Lynch said in a recent 
study. 


South Korea and India also 
have sizeable current account 
deficits. 

Among South East Asian 
currencies. Mr. Tan said the 
Malaysian ringgit, the Thai 
baht and to a lesser extent the 
Indonesian rupiah were 
vulnerable in 1996. 

“Although the govern- 
ments are taking a firm 
approach in tackling the de- 
ficits, the markets seem un- 
convinced.” he noted. 

Analysts said the large cur- 
rent account deficits were ex- 
pected to see Asian interest 
rates remaining firm as gov- 
ernments finance these de- 
ficits through sustained capit- • 
al flows. 

But central banks of some 
deficit-stricken countries 
might have to stave off the 
flow of “hot money” into 
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OECD sees growth, but unemloyment to stay high 
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PARIS (R) — World growth 
has been disappointing this 
year but is set to pick up next 
year, helped by a recoveiy in 
Japan and a continued mod- 
erate upswing fh the United 
States, the OECD has said. 

However, the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) 
said that growth was slowing 
in Europe and admitted that 
even its own forecasts for the 
region's powerhouse eco- 
nomy, Germany, might be 
over-optimistic. 

The OECD said signs of 
weakness had appeared in all 
major regions in 1995, lead- 
ing it to lower the overall 
growth forecast for its 25 
member nations to 2.4 per 
cent from the 2.7 per cent 
forecast in June after growth 
of 2.9 per cent in 1994. 

It saw growth picking up to 
2.6 per cent in 1996 and 2.8 
per cent in 1997. 

The Paris-based group, 
which represent the world's 
rich industrialised nations, 
warned this would only dent 
unemployment in many 
states. 

It urged members to tackle 
deep-rooted structural prob- 
lems incluidngbig public de- 
ficits in. , time for the next 
recession,, thereby creating 
conditions for increasing 
jobs. 

“At the projected levels of 
economic activity, -employ- 
ment growth is likely to be 
modest," the Paris-based 
OECD said in its semi-annual 
Economic Outlook 


OECD-wide unemploy- 
to 7.7 


ment is forecast to foil to 
per cent in 1996, and 7.6 per 
cent in 1997, from 7.8 per 



ACROSS 
1 Thin nail 
5 Mausoleum site 
in India 
9 Lessen 

14 GA city 

15 Certain surgeon 

16 Zenith's 
opposite 

17 Fissionable unit 

1 8 Latvian capital 

19 Ellipses 

20 Start of a 
yuletide 
observation 

22 Member of a 
done 

23 Swindle 

24 PoetTeasdale 

25 Secret watcher 
28 Observation 

continued 

33 Actress Evans 

34 Genetic letters 

35 Town in Italy 

36 Actress Jiiiian 

37 “The Miser 
playwright 

41 Charged 
particle 

42 Setf-important 

one 

44 PulpH topic 

45 Mother of 
Perseus 

47 Observation 

continued 

50 Levels 

51 Celebes 
buffalo 

52 Peak 
54 Devil 

56 Observation 
concluded 
61. Blazing 

62 — mecum 

63 Yawn 

64 Tennis Rod 

65 Memorable 
times 

66 N.C. college 

67 Lock of hair 

68 Lease 

69 Split apart 
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Thursday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 
1 Bric-a— 


“Portnoy's 

Complaint" 

3 Cupid 

4 Passed by 
bequest 

5 Artery 

6 Fairy Tales" 

7 Shankar 
specialty 

8 Poor me! 

9 Arctic jacket 

10 German region 

11 Hard 

12 Ceramic piece 

13 Formerly, once 
21 Get lost! 

24 Wound reminder 

25 Cut to pieces 

26 Feather 

27 Original 

29 Singer Lopez 

30 Single 

31 Sound of pain 

32 Trig numbers 

38 Workplace 
watchdog 
acronym 

39 Equivocate 


is |M A F If 


HI AID O 


Q 

□ 

□ 

ae 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 


□ 

m 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



□ 

□ 

B 

B 

□ 

□ 



13 

|mu 

a 


40 

43 


46 


Watery swelling 
City on the 
Ganges 
One who gets 
even 

48 Skin lotions 

49 Boat with three 
rowers 
Treasure — 


53 


54 Seasoning 

55 Long distance 

56 Finished 

57 Articles of the 
same kind 

58 Nor’easter 

59 Atop 

60 Hang in 
suspense 


cent this year. 

OECD chief economist 
Kukkiharu Shigebara said 
underlying conditions were 
broadly favourable. There 
had been a welcome correc- 
tion in key exchange rates, 
world trade had grown and 
action to cut budget deficits 
was helping lower interest 
rates. 

“A key question now is 
bow these improved fun- 
damentals will be reflected in 
business and consumer con- 
fidence, and improvement of 
whicb is crucial to the realisa- 
tion of... sustained, high, 
non-inflation ary growth of 
output and employment.” he 
said. 

The OECD said policies to 
ensure economies continue to 
grow while keeping a lid on 
inflation were needed to get 
people back to work. But it 
warned these would require 
greater efforts to tackle long- 
standing problems, especially 
public deficits. 

“Politically difficult deci- 
sions and important structu- 
ral adjustments" awaited 


governments wbo were often 
reluctant to act quickly, fear- 
ing social problems and 
hardship. 

The report was issued as 
fresh rows about budget dis- 
cipline erupted in the United 
States and France began to 
recover from a crippling 
series of strikes against tight- 
er welfare controls. 

The OECD backed U.S. 
attempts to balance the 
federal budget over the next 
few years, saying this would 
be welcome. 

Deficit cuts could also help 
countries outside the OECD’s 
industrial members, pulling 
down interest rates worl- 
dwide. 

The OECD forecast 
growth would pick up espe- 
cially in Japan next year, 
helped by a recovery package 
announced in September and - 
an orderly reversal of the yen 
from its highs of early 1995. 

Japanese growth is seen 
reaching 2.0 per cent in 1996 
after just 0.3 per cent in 
1995. 

“In Japan, there are now 


more encouraging signs of 
recovery... in large manufac- 
turing firms. However, there 
is as yet no clear sign of 
recovery in the activity of 
small and medium-sized 
firms,” Mr. Shigebara told a 
news conference. A further 
fall in the yen would help 
small businesses, he said. 

The agency called on Japan 
to greatly strengthen its fiscal 
position once economic re- 
covery there was under way. 

In North America, recent 
data issued after the OECD 
forecasts were finalised on 
Nov. 10 “confirm our view 
that a renewed, but moder- 
ate. upswing is continuing in 
the United States and Cana- 
da,” he added. 

The OECD is forecasting 
U.S. growth of 2.7 per cent 
next year after 3.3 per cent 
this year. 


However growth had 
slowed sharply in some coun- 
tries in Europe, particualrly 
in France and Germany, Mr. 
Shigehara said. German 
growth might be around a 
quarter percetnage point low- 
er this year and next than the 
OECD’s own forecasts of 2.1 
per cent in 1995 and 2.4 per 
cent in 1996. 

French growth, hit by this 
month's public sector strikes, 
would be around a quarter of 
a point lower this year than 
forecast, although next year 
it might be lifted by lower 
interest rates. 

The OECD is officially 
forecasting French growth of 
2.2 per cent next year after 
2.7 per cent in 1995. Expan- 
sion among the OECD coun- 
tries in Europe is seen slow- 
ing to 2.6 per cent from 2.9 
per cent in 1995. 




THE BETTER HALF* 

. . By Glasbergen 



“Harriet knows I hate to workout, 
so she bought me a 25-pound 


remote control/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amoftf and Mflco Arglrton 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


USHOI 

- 





□ 



OiHtTMunt MrtaSmten, we. 


VERPO 



□ 



FOYMI 

D 



_ 



_ 


MIF 

IFIN 


□ 



r 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as s9§- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A [ T T T T T T 1 

N. ./N. ./Ti. JK. A. A A 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I Ju^btes: TOKEN MILKY GYRATE BEHELD 

> Answer: What the tired 1 Bader wanted his scouts to 
do — TAKE A HIKE 


their financial system, said 
Sim Moh Sing, an analyst 
with the Institute for De- 
velopment of Economic 
Analysis here. 

Hot money is capital that 
moves at short notice from 
one financial centTe to 
another in search of the high- 
est short-term interest rates:' 

“Hot money is seen fa 
volatile to the economy, as a 
sudden outflow could lead to 
excessive currency weak- 
ness,” Mr. Sim said. 

According to an MMS In- 
ternational study on the 
movement of 14 Asian cur- 
rencies, nearly all of them 
depreciated against tbe U_S. 
dollar in the third quarter of 
1995 on a spurt by the greea- 
back. 

Currencies which rose 
against the U.S. dollar during 
the year so far are the Singa- 
pore dollar by three per cent,” 
the New Zealand dollar by 
2.14 per cent, the South Ko- 
rean won by 1.95 per cent 
and the Chinese yuan by 1,55 
per cent. 

The ringgit and the Hang 
Kong dollar rose by less than 
0.5 per cent. 

Those which dropped 
against the greenback wrre- 
the baht by 0.2 per cent, the 
yen by 1.97 per cent, the 
rupiah by 3.83 per cent, new 
Taiwan dollar by 3.84, the 
Australian dollar 4.34 per 
cent, the Philippine peso by 
6.41 per cent, the Sri Lankan 
rupee by 7.59 per cent and 
the Indian rupee by 10.4 per 
cent. 

Analysts also said that the 
Hong Kong dollar coaid 
come under pressure from 
possible capital flight during 
the final year before the Brit- 
ish colony reverts to China 
rule in mid-1997. Holders of 
the Hong Kong dollar may 
convert to U.S. or Canadian 
currencies, they said. 
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DAY, DECEMBER 23, 1995 
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TW'TCH/iiUSr 
LOOK AT rr... 
MIND YOU, I THINK ■ 

I'LL KEEP HIM- 










V 




DON* TH COW ANYTHING 
AWAY-ITMieHr COME 
I^BACK IN FASHION! 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Early this morning give 
priority matters your atten- 
tion and try to find methods 

{.-For .self-improvement. Be 
ve ry social this evening. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Your intuitions are good 
today and should be followed 
if you are to gain personal 
goals easily in order to be 
successful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Get into public or worldly 
matters which attend you and 
handle them most efficiently, 
have fun with your close 
friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Study which of 
the new interests you have 
considered of late which yon 
feel will be best to take on at 
the time and you wiD find 
prosperity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study your practical affairs 
well and now how to make 
them work out better in the 
days ahead so you can be 
successful in the eyes of 
higher-ups. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You like to do 
everything precisely and it is 
possible at this time if you 
gain the cooperation of aides 
you can achieve your desires. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study your sur- 
roundings and see bow to 
make them more charming 
and comfortable. You under- 
stand a fellow associate bet- 
ter at this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Forge dull 
duties and get together with 
congenial friends at activities 
which are enjoyable. Make 
sure you don’t over-spend 
today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Be sore * 
to handle your loved ones 
with kid gloves so that more 
harmony can reign at home. 
Be more cooperative with 
those under your roof. 

CAPRICORN: (December22 
to January 20) This is the fine 
day for communicating and 
handling correspondence 
which has been accumulat- 
,n 8- Drive very carefully 
while on the highway. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to- 
February 19) Any ideas you 
have to gain a greater abund- 
? nc ^. which you need should 
he discussed with an expert 
ror his or her opinion. 

( F ? brua *y 20 to 
Mwch 20) This is a day'today 
” r d , dc what is best for you 
to oo later in the evening to 
Better your position m life so 
you can be more successful. 
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Another Jordanian company to receive ISO 9000 certificate 




By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The number of 
: ; Jordanian firms certified by 

• JSO 9000 has risen to four in 
;• less than two years. The 
t latest company to join the 
:■ s . quality seal of approval firms 
is Non Woven of Jordan, A 
Noquol Group subsidiary, 
according to Yeve Dusonn- 
J 'i;; diet of Soddte Gdnirale de 
Surveillance Yarsely Intema- 
■. donal. 

Dr. Dusuounchet of the 


Geneva-based inspection, 
testing and certification au- 
thority said Thursday that 
with the advancing peace 
process in the Middle East, 
Jordan can expect a con- 
tinuously improving econo- 
mic environment and increas- 
ing investments. 

“However.” he said "to 
succeed in attracting invest- 
ments in manufacturing and 
services it is crucial for Ior- 
dan to project to the world an 
image of quality.” 

Dr. Dusounchet added 


*&. 


•aj 


that 70,000 companies 
throughout the world have 
now adopted the ISO 9000 
quality management stan- 
dard," with only 340 com- 
panies in the Middle East of 
which 286 are Israeli com- 
panies.” 

Dr. Dusounchet was 
speaking in a ceremony held 
Thursday at the Forte Grand 
Hotel in Amman were ISO 
9002 certificate was awarded 
to Team International, an en- 
gineering and management 
consultant company which 


became the third Jordanian 
firm to be awarded an ISO 
9000 certificate, and the first 
in the Middle East to be 
awarded the quality certifi- 
cate in the field of services. 

He revealed that a fourth 
Jordanian company was re- 
commended to be awarded 
the ISO 9000 through Team 
International locally 

Suhail Tulail, 'director 
general of Non Woven Com- 
pany of Jordan told the Jor- 
dan Times that his firm was 
recommended to be awarded 


the ISO 9000 certificate last 
Wednesday, and that he ex- 
pects the awarding of the 
certificate to take place in 
early January. 

“we began the process of 
adapting to ISO standards 
seven months ago, and were 
visited by 565 assessors who 
recommended that we be 
awarded the ISO 9000 certifi- 
cate," Mr. Tulail said. 

He added that quality is 
one of the key factors in a 
country's economic . success 
on national and world mar- 


kets. “Since we are an 
export-oriented company," 
Mr. Tulail noted, “we had to 
work to achieve the quality 
standards in 65% of our pro-, 
ducrion which is exported 
and marketed worldwide.” 
According to the Jordanian 
Export Development Cor- 
poration, many Jordanian 
companies are currently in 
the process of acquiring the 
ISO 9000 certificate, and that 
by the end of 1996 nearly ten 
local firms are expected to be 
awarded the certificate. 
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company* 8 name 


TRADING MOV. OPENING CUtOXmC 

VQLUX2 CL09XKG PRICE PWK* 

■n price 


arab am pie • 

OCmOM KAT20KAZ, SANK 
CAIRO AMMAN BAKE 
BABA Or WR6M t 

XXDOLZ BAST INVESTMENT DAWN. 

INDUSTRIAL ' DZVaZ/aPJCBHT BUR 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANX/KEW 
T KB HOUSING BUR 

jokin' xw wi ****■ 

JORDAN COLT RAW 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BARIC 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

union baxx to r saving a investment 
jOMtMt INVESTMENT 4 rZRAMCB BUR 
BRIT BLKAL SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 
AMMAN HAW FOR INVESTMENT 
PXXLXDXLPHIA IKVWXKENT BANK. 


1,033,330 

240.900 

240.900 

234,000 

373,199 

4.980 

4.980 

4.980 

372,448 

4.240 

4.240 

4.490 

127,033 

3.800 

3.800 

3.700 

47,438 

1.180 

1.180 

1.200 

149,418 

3.400 

2.400 

7.920 

1,176,294 

2.490 

2.490 

2.330 

•21,982 

4.740 

4.740 

9.020 

23,046 

2.790 

2.790 

3.800 

338, 100 

1.140 

1.140 

1.120 

28.415 

3.7*0 

3.790 

3.850 

252,218 

3.440 

3.(49 

3.4X0 

1,605 

2 -9E0 

3.9*0 

3.290 

•38,039 

3.470 

3.470 

1.890 

11,340 

3.340 

3.340 

3.300 

217,997 

0.990 

0.950 

0.930 

29,343 

1.940 

1.940 

1.970 


BANES SECTOB 


9839041 

CHANCE 

XNDRX XUXHBl 188.41 
1 "1.24* 

~ : '■>>] JORDAN INSURANCE 

13,979 

3.200 

3.200 

3.290 

JOHDJkX FRENCH INSURANCE 

91,140 

2.770 

2.770 

2.840 

•. UkHNOUX INSURANCE 6 RJtZHSOXANCE 

300 

3.000 

3.000 

3.000 

ARAB Lire « ACCIDENT ZMSURAMC* 

228 

2.280 

2.280 

2.280 

- -C JORDAN GnT INSURANCE 

140 

3.800 

2.800 

2.800 

r.' *l-NISR AL- ARABS INSURANCE 

5,197 

4.790 

4.750 

4.410 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


111000 

INDEX NDXBHU 131.92 


TEN JORDAN WOR5TZ5 

MAB raWCXCKTIiCAL KAVUTACTOIUM 

JORDAN DAIRY i 

YEN JORDAN PIPE* MVrUFACSDRXJW 

JOCOMC PAPR 4 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

ms cksxical detergents industries 
RPHUPW 4 HEAVING 
BAFZA INDUSTRIES 

BAR AIi DANA DEVXLOPHXRT S ZK W n uU fT 
ARAB ALOHiBZUK SEDOftTOX 
LXV X R TOCX 4 POULT R Y 

«W *Am_QOTOXIW 4 tRAPllW 
uziauL enm. TFWifw r 

ERXIOEAL XSDOmZIf 

zmua&ZATB naso-cnxzcAZ. nuijwx zt 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

jQfttubs rockwool industries 
mrrvBRSAL chemical industries 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

RATIONAL CARET 4 NIRE JttXUPACTURZWa 

JORDAN SULFMO-CHEMICALS 

ARAB C SR TER TOR FXASX. 4 CEWXCALS 

zumas nrnsnnt 

UNIVERSAL MODERN tEOUfiTRIIS 
JORDAN ZX&OSTSUAZ, RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN KH CABLE COMPANY 
XL- BAY READY WEAR KAMUnctURZNO CO. 
ZXTXRKATXQRAZ. TOBACCO 4 CtCAUTTXS 
tlXZOB CHEMICAL 4 V2GATXABLX OIL IKD U S Htl 


INDUSTRIAL 


S Z C T O R 


99,301 

7.800 

7.800 

8.000 

207,130 

4.(40 

4.440 

(.470 

14,052 

2.990 

2.350 

2.590 

1,725 

3 {200 

2.300 

z.Joo 

493 

A. 900 

3.900 

2. 160' 

2,980 

12.350 

21.290 

11.920 

843 

1.670 

1.470 

1.480 

8,470 

2.180 

2.180 

2-190 

107,793 

7,770 

7.770 

7.700 

103,770 

5.4(0 

1.440 

9.100 

128,381 

0.434 

0.430 

9‘«M 

144,820 

1.440 

1.440 . 

*1.430 

<8,095 

1.900 

1.900 

>1.800 

91,414 

1.040 

1.040 

1.020 

37,819 

1.740 

1-760 

1.700 

8,950 

4.400 

4.400 

4.790 

12,508 

1.050 

1.050 

1.030 

19.257 

3.080 

3.080 

3.300 

4,913 

4.550 

4.590 

4.900 

8,308 

4.200 

4.200 

3.800 

13,337 

2.290 

1.290 

1.290 

19,149 

1.820 

1.820 

1.730 

7,808 

1.340 

1.560 

1.620 

401,428 

3.200 

3.200 

3.180 

218,314 

2.ooo 

2.000 

1.940 

144.818 

1.900 

1.500 

1.480 

98,019 

2.280 

2.280 

2.090 

357,897 

1.40O 

1.400 

1.400 

83,443 

1.490 

1.650 

1.990 

3438741 
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125.18 
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JORMKAR ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDAN HOTEL 4 TOURISK 

— — ^ ARAB XXTBUU7X0HAL HOTELS 

JORDAN RATIONAL SNIPPING LOT'S 
HOttftOV KATIORAE PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
^ RIAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
! v'T JORDAN XJHEREATXOBXL TRADING Cl 
1 ' ' :■£*.£% MACHinjtt EQUIP. BJBRTZBO 4 KAIMTXliA»CI 
‘ JGUWI PRESS yOORBATICV / ALRA’I 

- mrxTSD kiddle east 4 cohnodoxx hotels 

7 “-L ARAS' UfTKU FOR ZRVZSTMXMT 4 XOOCATZOR 
JORDKXIAX RXPATRZATX9 XStVZSTXSXX VSCSDING 
■ - " a* UXU PRIVATE UBZVXRSrST 

— 7. ITS SPIED CO. FOR OROAKZSXBO U» TRANS. 

. tnilCK 1A» DEVEIOPROn CORP. 


737,720 

1.820 

1.820 

270,226 

9.000 

9.000 

94,838 

5.450 

5. 4SO 

123,080 

2.440 

2.460 

59,942 

1.870 

1.870 

23,318 

0.990 

0.990 

4,980 

1.080 

1.010 

14,798 

0.470 

. 0.470 

10,806 

10. ISO 

10.190 

55,099 

2.2(0 

2.260 

92,226 

3.340 

3.340 

. 4«6 

1.140 

1.140 

14,531- 

1.220 

1.220 

124,935 > 

„ 2.310 

. 2.310 


*3,753 . -1.040 ' 1.040 


1 *o.s«* 


1.710 

8.750 

5.900 

2.400 

1.800 

0.940 

1.090 

0.470 

10.300 

2.200 

3.230 
1.140 
1.170 

2.230 
1.020 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


1441454 


1XDEX XUXBZKl 127.3: 
I -1.01X 


- XmtfOEEP CONST. fOkTEKXAL MANUFACTURING 

— ffT 

-w 

-ww 


«B JORDAN CSJGQfT FACTORIES 

134,128 

3.700 

3.700 

3.620 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NINES 

73,671 

3,190 

3.190 

3.200 

ZEE ARAB POTASS 

303,695 

9.010 

5-040 

5.290 

' JORDAN WTROLEUX RZPXNAXT 

608.903 

’10.130 

10.130 

10.080 

■— WOOLEN INDUSTRIE® 

735 

1.400 

1.400 

1,470 

- ~ I US ZXDUE2KAL COWOWCXM, * ACRfCUtTOJUL 

11,749 

3.570 

3.570 

3.450 


' PARALLEL RARER 28ADU8 ACTXVXIT FOR TEE PERIOD" (14/ 12/1995 - 30/12/1*99) 

menxly REPORT 

COMPANY'S MAKE 

TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 

FR2V. . OPENING CLOdM 
CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
PRICE 

CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING t STORAGE 

51,173 

0.710 

0.710 

0.710 

JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

191,904 

0.740 

0.740 

0.740 

ARAB FXH mV. CO 

271,411 

1.010 

1.010 

1.020 

UNION INVESTMENT CORF. 904 . * 

49,294 

0.880 

0.880 

0.890 

"ARAB rooo i MEDICAL APPLIANCE* 

<11,521 

0.810 

0.810 

0.810 

ARAB INVESTMENT 4 ZKERKATlONAL TRADE 

6,528 

0.440 

0.440 

0.4Stf 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 HATCX/JIMCO 

14, 143 

0.490 

0.490 

0.490 

NATIONAL CHLORINE INDUSTRIES CO. LTD 

42,7*7 

1.640 

1.640 

1.430 

NATIONAL TEXTILE & PLASTICS UlS. CO 

38,197 

0.950 

0.950 

0.910 

MAYZAX DIRS 6 MOULDS 

4,846 

0.770 

0.770 

0.790 

UNIVERSAL METALS 

575 

1.100 

1.100 

1.190 

MID PHARMA 

9,239 

0.790 

0.790 

0.770 

JORDAN STEEL ... - 

. i-120,609 

0.980 

0.910 

0.990 

ARAB^EL^CZftfC — ZMiMSSRSES ^ ~ 

_v^xb,aeo 

61,278 

• 0.740 

0.740 

0.740 

UNION TOBACCO 

»?210 

1.210 

- 1.230' 

RAX I PHARMACEUTICALS 

4,030 

0.800 

0.800 

0.800 

INDUSTRIES JENGXNSSRIMO 

35,697 

0.780 

0.780 

0.790 

INDUSTRIAL CERAMIC 

53.239 

1.340 

1.J4Q 

1.370 

I. TEXTILE JUNUFACniA 

7,294 

0.610 

0.610 

0.590 

PEARL SANITARY PAPER CONVERTING 

13,345 

0.800 

0.800 

’ 0.840 

NATIONAL POULTRY SOY 

10,747 

0.850 

0.850 

0.890 

NATIONAL MULCT BfG. ZEDS. /RAN ZOO. 

303,830 

1.010 

1.010 

1.010 

ORAN, a TOTAL 


1307344 
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Gems of the world , All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde,^mman S 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for ■ 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 



STUDIO 

Professional 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your odour film at 
our shop sod get:- 

• JUMBO phrntm 


* Ffmm mmimrf 

20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 
Swcfieh tel: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

SwelflyeH 



I.O.TEL1 

-SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

tsija. AjSjLS 

863944 - 8*16690 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeistini 
Tel: 693399 




SZECHWAN fiARBOS 
GfflNESE RESMDIUUIT 
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TNfeN awry 

jggg At-AnbjSawat 
Um Uhakwh CUmraams G*** 

TdL: SH174 
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Redicuifiajat . 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



ANABEL 
REALIST ATT 


FOR REiVT 


Deluxe Villas 
8 LAppartments 
in Amman 


for father details please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


1pm rfddrnu in A* man 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


Restaurant 

l£t 


Jerusalem 

Express Travel 


For RCS. 812997 - 314118 
Mecca St. Dacud Center 


I Amman (Abdali) 685195 

B(diwitowi) S221S1 ZaniaB82SIM I 
IMMI 2774*7 Aq^. 314991 



ISHHBESAill TEL 6iw55l 


Shopping at 


makes myMa happy 
& elegant inspite 
Of the EXTRA WEIGHT 
lam causing her! 


k 


AJ-Um store 

Insuonce EkiUng 
jeCelArrmon 

3rdc*cte 

TeL 658490 


Maternity & Children's wear 



&HM35I 

together at 

JUDE CENTER 

★ GIFTS 

★ HOWIE ACCESSORIES 

★ FURNITURE 



Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 
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/^OUROZ Restaurant l g 
JMNHtrM Cfc*» *2' 


JM/MAMCMl 

Tec 642830 o 
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RENT A CAR 


\Vett7. 

harder. 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


^5? 

CROWM HOT' 

udouheaS 
sue pool 

*SAUNA 5 JACUZZI 

nesnou 

WCOi 

TEL 768180 

balss oma 605843^690157 
RADIO & TV STATION RD, 




ASSARAYA 
Rent a car 


Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 

Aqaba Office 

Tel. 03-31 6265 / Fax 31 6265 

Emergency Call 24 Hours 

079/21526 

Smilsard King Abduflah Gartens 
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iV review of news from Ihe Arabic press 


Minister expresses reservations over 
number of insurance companies 

** THE DEVELOPMENT Council has started discussing 
seven applications to register insurance companies out of a 
total of 11 companies which submitted requests to the 
Ministiy of Industry and Trade. The recommendations of 
the council will be presented to the Cabinet to issue the 
appropriate decision after conducting the necessary legal 
studies. In 3 letter that expressed the ministry's stand on 
the issue, the minister indicated to the premier that the 
lar^e number of insurance companies seeking registration 
“will be a burden on investment... and that their number 
should be reduced to protect the investment climate in the 
insurance sector.” 

The minisrer said registering such a number would not be 
feasible and wqjuld undoubtedly affect the climate of 
business in general, due to the small size for this market 
which docs not correspond to the volume of investment. 
However, the minister stressed in his letter that some of 
those who are setting up the new companies have the 
qualifications and the experience in the insurance business 
while others have no experience in this regard. 

The capital of the registered companies presently stands 
at JD 25.6 million and will rise to JD 37.650 upon 
increasing their capital to the new required level. By adding 
JD 30 million, being the capital of the new 11 companies, 
the overall volume of investment in the insurance sector 
will amount to JD 69.35 million, or about three fold the 
current capital in less than two years. Such a rise cannot 
earn the companies, old or new, reasonable income and 
will result in a lower return on equity which has averaged 
'11 per cent for operating companies in the past three years, 
the letter explained. 

It showed that the premiums collected in 1994 amounted 
to JD 66 million and that expecting the amount to reach JD 
107 million, an increase by about 63 per cent, is far from 
real under all considerations. Pointing out that premiums 
have historically increased by eleven per cent over the past 
three years, the minister said that that showed the wide gap 
between the two percentages and that attaining the target 
was not realistic no matter how optimist were the expecta- 
tions for the national economy. 

The seven companies are: Arab Insurers, Falcon. Jordan 
International, Orient (A1 Mashreq), Arab German, Islamic 
Insurance and Amman Insurance. Four companies have 
not yet completed the requirements for registration and it is 
expected that two companies would not continue the 
registration process. Among the founders of the new 
companies are financial companies, banks, former minis- 
ters and well-known businessmen and personalities in 
addition to other investors who preferred to pull out of 
existing companies and establish new ones. Observers and 
founders of the new* companies see increasing the number 
of insurance firms as enriching the market and raising the 
level of competition to provide better services (Al Ra'i). 

Merchant spreads chlorine on 
inspectors 

** THE OWNER of a grocery in thd Tareq suburb 
sprayed chlorine on two inspectors working for the 
Ministry of Supply. The inspectors entered the shop and 
asked for a. detergent costing 145 fils. The merchant 
requested 150 fils and, as such, was issued a price violation 
notice. As the inspectors were leaving the shop, the owner 
followed them and sprayed them with chlorine. One ofthe 
inspectors was hurt in the eye and the other had slight 
bums on his neck. The minister followed up the case which 
brought up the issue of providing protection to government 
employees (Al Aswaq). 

New salt company formed 

-trie A GROUP of private investors and the Arab Potash 
Company have agreed to establish the first industrial salt 
factory to utilise Dead Sea salt. The factory’s initial 
capacity will be 1.2 million tonnes of industrial salt and 
32,000 tonnes of table salt. According to Mohammad 
Asfour. vice-chairman of the founding committee, the 
factory, with a capital of JD 12 million, will start 
production after six months and will provide 12) employ- 
ment opportunities. The project, that will carry the name 
Jordan Al Safi Salt Company, is 51 per cent owned by the 
holding company, Jordan Dead Sea Industries Company, 
which has a JD 60 million capital. Mr. Asfour said Transalt 
chemicals will market 80 per cent of the production for five 
years starting next June (Al Ra’i) 

More fish under inspection 

A TEAM of experts is currently in Aqaba to check on 
a new shipment of frozen fish that arrived in Aqaba. This 
step was taken following findings that 400 tonnes of fish 
imported recently from Argentina was not fit for human 
consumption. The authorities have given the importer 
three choices: To destory the quantity, reexport the 
shipment or turning it into fodder (Al Dustour). 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 

I rates for leading world currencies 

and gold against the | 

{ dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Friday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3640/50 

Canadian dollar 


1.4414/24 

Deutschemarks 


1.6144/54 

Dutch guilders 


1.1612/22 

Swiss francs 


29.62/66 

Belgian francs 


4.9456/06 

French francs 


1589.4/0.9 

Italian lire 


102.59/69 

Japanese yen 


6.6570/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.3620/70 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5832/93 

Danish crowns 


1.4155/65 

Singapore dollars 


0.7398/03 

Australian dollars 


7.7315/45 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

SI .5394/04 


One ounce of gold 

S387.00/387.50 
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Michael Schumacher 


Schumacher calls the tune 


' PARIS (AFP) — There may 
be plenty of young princes in 
, Formula One. but Michael 
Schumacher made it clear in 
T 1995 there is only one king. 
_ In 1994. Schumacher won a 


. photo-finish for the title, 
beating Damon Hill bv a 


beating Damon Hill by a 
' single point after colliding 
with his British rival, 
-apparently accidentally, in 
' the final race of the season in 
Australia. 

This year, there could be 
no arguments. 

'• After an early flurry, in 
which Hill won two of the 

- first three races, Schumacher 
spent the rest of the season 

..with Hill languishing in the 
year-view mirror of his Be- 
r netton Renault. 

Ana with nine "victories to 
1 bis credit, Schumacher equal- 
; led the . record number of 
wins in a season, set in 1992 
by Nigel Mansell. 

Victory in both this year's 
races on home soil, in the 
German and European 

- Grand Prix, was an obvious 
! delight, as was a quite re- 
; markable triumph in the wet 

at Spa Fran corch amps, when 
I Schumacher, on slicks, out- 

* braked Hill, who was on 
wets. In theory, it shouldn't 

- have been possible. 

The relationship between 
the two championship rivals, 
already prickly after 1994’s 
mutual insults, became dag- 
; gers drawn. Hill twice 
shunted Schumacher off the 

• track and the verbal vitriol 
flowed at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

Yet to Hill's credit, he still 
paid tribute to the man who 
made him look second rate 
all year long. 


After a bristling Pacific 
Grand Prix at Aida, Hill said: 
"The fact is, he won the race 
again. I just don't know how 
he does it. He is very, very 
good. 

“It has been a very tough 
fight this year and I am truly 
respectful of his ability as a 
driver. He has shown on 
numerous occasions that he 
has extraordinary talent and 
speed." 

Schumacher obviously re- 
velled in his second consecu- 
tive world title, but be 
claimed that it was no longer 
his major priority. 

"As for the future, winning 
is the only thing I am really 
interested in,” he said. 
“Prost has 51 victories and it 
would be nice to catch up. 
How many times I am cham- 
pion is not that interesting for 
me." 


brought Ferrari a rare victory 
— his maiden triumph after 
100 failures — but neither the 
Frenchman nor veteran 
Gerhard Berger finished in 
four of the 17 races. 

Reliability, or rather a 
woeful lack of it, meant Fer- 
rari never mounted a serious 
title challenge, and finished a 
distant third in the construc- 
tors' championship. 

Along with his new star 
driver, team chief Jean Todt 
is pinning his hopes on the 
all-new V10 engine and chas- 
sis to give his Renault- 
powered rivals Williams and 
Benetton a run for their 


money. 

Williams are sticking by 
Hill, next season, but the 
promising Scot David Goul- 
thard has been snapped up by 
McLaren, and makes way for 
the equally youthful Indycar 


FORMULA 1 REVIEW 


It's just as well, for the 
German may well find him- 
self among the also-rans in 
1996, when he takes over the 
reins at Ferrari. 

The legendary Italian team 
dug deep into its pockets to 
find the estimated $25 million 
needed to lure Schumacher 
away from Benetton. Part- 
nered by the talented but 
erratic Ulsterman, Eddie 
Irvine, Schumacher's job is to 
win a few races in 1996 and 
tlie world title in 1997. 

Expectations at Ferrari are 
deliberately being kept low, 
after the high hopes for 1995 
turned out to have been 
largely misplaced. 

Jean Alesi may have 


champion Jacques Vil- 
leneuve. 

The Canadian, whose 
father Grilles died at the 
wheel of a Ferrari during 
practice for the 1982 Belgian 
Prix, could be the revelation 
of the season. 


Benetton have bought Ale- 
si and Berger as a job lot 
from Ferrari, leaving Johnny 
Herbert in the bizarre situa- 
tion of being without a team 
after most successful season 
ever, seeing the first two -vic- 
tories of ins career. 


But a poignant question- 
mark hovers over the one 
remaining top drive, Mike 
Hakkinen’s at McLaren. 
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al- Mawarcd Educational Centre 


^ al - Nlawared Educational Centre announces the following courses 
^ 1. REMEDIAL COURSES based on diagnostic tests in : 

^ 1:1 BASIC MATHEMATICAL SKILLS for students in grades 4 to 9 . 

| 1:2 MATHEMATICAL PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS for students in 

^ grades 3 to 8 . 

£ 1:3 ENGLISH LANGUAGE for students in grades 2 to 6 . 

| 2. ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSES FOR ADULTS. 

^ 3. ARABIC AS A SECOND LANGUAGE : 

g 3:1 SPOKEN ARABIC (ARABIC YOU NEED). 

& 

^ 3:2 CLASSICAL ARABIC ( Listening comprehension : Oral expression ; 

^ Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension ; Writing Skills.) 

\ N.B. : Maximum No. of students per course is 12. 

5 

J For more information: Tc! /Fax : 687054 P.O. Box 1012 Amman 1 1 82 ! . 

£ Wadi Sakra Si. . North of King Abdullah Gardens . Al - Khair bldg. 

? (Opposite al - Rayyan bldg.) . Entrance No. 1 , First Floor. 


V r 

i DIRECTOR GENERAL | 

NABIL . F . SUKHUN i 
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Starting time of men’s Olympic marathon could be changed 


NEW YORK (AP) — Along 
with giving Michael Johnson 
an opportunity to pursue an 
unprecedented sprint double, 
track and field's world gov- 
erning body might afford the 
men’s marathoners a cooler 
starting time at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

While Johnson's plea to 
the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation to have 
the 200- and 400-metre races 
separated has been ongoing 
for several months, it 
appeared that the request by 


the men's marathoners to 
change the starting time had 
been dead. Now, it has resur- 
faced. 

The marathon issue was 
rekindled at this month's 
IAAF gala at Monte Carlo, 
Monaco, by Arne Ljungqvist, 
of Sweden, medical chairman 
of the IAAF and a member 
of the International Olympic 
Committee. 


Ljungqvist brought up the 
question about the marathon. 



2 French players 
fail dope tests 


PARIS (R) — Two more 
French professional players 
have failed dope tests, the 
Frenc h Football Federation 
(FFF) said on Friday, 
bringing the total this sea- 
son to five. The FFF re- 
fused to name the players 
as B sample tests have not 
yet been carried out bat the 
sports daily L'Equipe, well 
informed on the doping 
issue, said they were defen-* 
ders Oumar Dieng of Paris 
St. Germain and Gilles 
Hampartzoumian of Can- 
nes. Federation president 
Caude Shnonet said the' 
drugs involved were not 
performance-enhancing 
and were of the kind 
obtained by young people 
for recreational purposes. 
This season, the federation 
has handed out two-month 
suspensions to Bordeaux 
goalkeeper Franck Fontan 
and to Stephane Paille, 
formerly of second division 
Mulhouse but now retired, 
for foiling dope tests. A 
third case, involving Mona- 
co goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez, who Is in the 
French national squad, is to 
be considered next month. 


Tombawins 

slalom 


KRANJSKA GORA, 
Slovenia (R) — Alberto 
Tomba of Italy won a 
men’s Alpine skiing World 
Cup slalom on Friday, in a 
provisional time of one mi- 
nute 36.84 seconds accord- 
ing to unofficial results. 
Jure Kosir of Slovenia 
finished second m 1:38-05, 
with Sebastien Amiez of 
France third in 1:38.43. 


Wiberg clinches 
victory 




VEYSONNAZ, Switzer- 
land ( AP) — Sweden’s Per- 
nilla Wiberg made up more 
than three quarters of a 
second on her second run 
and won her 12th career 
world cup victory Friday by 
winning a slalom. After 
placing 13th in the first run. 
Wiberg used the warm 4 
degree Celsius (39 
Fahrenheit) temperatures 
that deteriorated couse 
conditions to full advan- 
tage. Starting third in the 
second run, .77 seconds be- 
hind preliminary leader 
and compatriot Kristina 
Andersson’s 38.01. Wiberg 
skied a 35.64, and finished 
with an aggregate of 1 
miute, 14.42seconds. That 
was three-tenths of a 
second faster than 
Slovenia’s Urska Hrovat, 
who finished second in the 
last slalom at St. Anton, 
Austria. Andersson 
finished third in 1:14.73, 
one hundredth behind Hro- 
vat. The victory was a 
boost for the 25-year-old 
Wiberg, who wound up 
second in the overall world 
Cup standings in 1994 but 
was injured last season. 


but it was not_ officially dis- 
cussed,” Ollari Cassell, ex- 
ecutive director of USA track 
and field and an IAAF vice 
president, said by telephone 
from USATFs headquarters 
at Indianapolis. 

It will be discussed — 
along with Johnson's request 
— at the next IAAF council 
meeting, at Capetown, South 
Africa, March 24-25. 

The men’s marathon is 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. est, 
the final event before the 
closing ceremonies. Com- 
plaints have surfaced from 
many runners that the timing 
is bad because of the ex- 
pected heat and humidity in 
Atlanta. 

“Anita de Frantz — (a 
U.S. member of the IOC) 
and some other IOC mem- 
bers have been quoted as 
saying that if the athletes 
train for it, they can run it," 
Cassell said. “But that 
doesn't necessarily mean that 
it's right. 


• “Ljungqvist has recom- 
mended that it be held in the 


morning. 

Ljungqvist reportedly 
wants the marathon to start 
at 7:30 a.m. Primo Nebiolo. 
IAAF president, however, 
has been opposed 1 to the 
change, saying he would like 
, the marathon to be the final 
medal event of the games. 

Johnson, meanwhile, has 
said he would not double in 
the 200 and 400 if the two 
events conflict. At present, 
there are two conflicts — on 
July 29. when the first two 
rounds of the 200 and the 400 
semifinals are scheduled, and 
on July 31, with the 200 
semifinals and 400 final on 
tap. 

Johnson became the first 
sprinter this century to win 
both events at the USA 
championships at Sac- 
ramento, California in June, 
and became the first to win 
both at the World Cham- 


pionships at Goteborg, 
Sweden, in August. Only one 
sprinter — Valerie Brisco 
Hooks — has won both at the 
Olympics, taking the 
women's 200 and 400 at the 
1984 Los Angeles Games. 

Cassell is confident the 
IAAF will adjust the sche- 
dule to afford Johnson a shot 
at both gold medals. 

“There’s always a great 
hero that comes out of the 
Olympics,” Cassell said. “Af- 
ter what happened at Gote- 
borg. Michael could become 
the big hero of '96 — on the 
Olympics' 100th anniversary. 

“I hope be will be given 
that opportunity. I think he 
will be given the opportun- 
ity.” 

Nebiolo already has been 
given a revised schedule that 
would separate the 200 and 
400. He met with Johnson 
and his financial adviser. 
Brad Hunt, at the gala to 
discuss the matter. 

In June, the IAAF 


announced a change in the 
schedule for July 31, allowing 
more time between the 200 
semifinals and the 400 final, 
but Johnson said that was not 
satisfactory. 

“He can run it easfiy," 
Nebiolo said then. “If he runs 
backward, he can still do it.” 

“I just hope we can take it 
a step further and separate 
the two events,” Johnson 
said. 


Dave Maggard. sports 
director of the Atlanta Com- 
mittee for the Olympic 
Games, said "the federation 
(LAAF) has indicated to me 
for some time that the sche- 
dule is final. Primo hasn’t 
indicated to me that there’ll 
be any change. The IAAF 
put the schedule together 
with us. and the one we 
published is the one they 
approved. 

“And the IOC indicated to 
us that the schedule is as the 
schedule is." 
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Chicago Bulls’ Dennis Rodman stretches to reach a rebound 
under the Dallas Mavericks* basket in the first quarter of 

their game in Chicago, in front of teammate Luc Longjey and 
Dallas* Lorenzo Williams (Renters photo) 


RESULTS 


Central Division 

Charlotte 

107 Boston 

97 

W L PCT GB 

Utah 

89 Cleveland 

87 

Chicago 21 2 .913 — 

Indiana 12 10 .545 8Vi 

Houston 

91 Portland 

86 

San Antonio 

114 Denver 

96 

Seattle 

92 Vancouver 

68 

Cleveland 12 12 .500 9Vi 

LA Clippers 

103 Sacramento 

96 

Atlanta 11 12 .478 10 

Charlotte 12 14 .467 kiia 


STANDINGS 


Milwaukee 

Toronto 


7 IS .318 

8 18 .308 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Atlantic Divison 


Midwest Division 


Orlando 

New York 

Miami 

Washington 

Boston 

New Jersey 

Philadelphia 


Houston 
San Antonio 


Minnesota 

Vancouver 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD : 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

GOLDENEYE 

Stews: 1230, 330, 6:05, 830, 10:30 pjTL 

* The 

Heartbreak Kid 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Santa Clause 

Shows: 12:30,3:30.5:00 

CONCORD “1" 

Jim Cary & Nikola Kid ..in 

Batman for Ever 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 p.m. 

MUSA HIJAZ1N 
" Sumaa” 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabii & Hi'sham's Theatre j 

TEL: 625155 - 


Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 
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Is ‘Iron Mi.ke’ too rusty to succeed? 







■ " " 4 ^^ x 4> 
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Igor Koaddm (right) of CSKA Moscow strug- 
gles to control the ball with Thierry Bkchetti 
of .OUnpiqiie Antibes attempting to intercept it 


from behind, during the Enrodnbs Basketball 
Champions match in Moscow on December 21 
(Renters photo) 


kusen (Germany) 72 Olym- 
piakos Piraeus (Greece) 81 
(halftime 41-33) 


European Clubs’ Championship roundup 

LONDON (R) — Result on Group A match played kusen (Germany) 72 Olym 
ifj&jLpta men's European Thursday: piakos Piraeus (Greece) 8 

__ubs’ Basketball Cham- In Leverkusen: Bayer Lever- (halftime 41-33) 
pionship semifinal series 


FIFA, 

UEFA: 


* OFFICE FURNITURE * 

Complete office furniture for sale with 
or without the office. 100 sq.m., 

3 telephone lines. 

Location: 3rd Circle. 

Call 642299 or 687982 


H | over 
m (Bosnian 

\ GENEVA (R) — The gov- 
M "jerning bodies of European 
^ - and world soccer on Friday 

urged national associations 
; \ not to panic over a European 
i : ! court ruling that current 
il transfer rules and restrictions 
foreign players were illeg- 
al. 

.7 In a joint statement likely 

to bring them into even shar- 
per conflict with Brussels, 
UEFA and FIFA also said 
they did not consider the 
ruling applied to European 
: dub competitions and did not 
in any case intend to change 
European soccer rules before 
\ next season. 

■' Officials from both orga- 

* nisations met at FIFA head- 
' . quarters in Zurich on Thurs- 
, day to discuss the implica- 
- tions of last week's judge- 
ment in the case brought by 
. Belgian player Jean-March 
Bosnian. More meetings are 
planned early next year. 

The statement said both 
FIFA and UEFA were con- 
vinced that the court's finding 
> that a UEFA rule limiting the 
..—--<7 number of foreign players in a 
team to three applied to 
European competitions “in 
7 which teams represent not 
only themselves, but also 
• • their countries.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
STANNAH H1RSCH 

EQUAL DOSNOr 
MEAN THE SAME 

Neither vulnerable. North dual*. 
NORTH 
AAQ873 
<7KJ 104 


/A 



CLUB RESTAURANT 

Dec 24 1995 


• • • Dec 25 1995 




r SALADS . 1 

Your choice of dressing 

Greek OR Funghi OR Palmito & Nuts 
PASTA 

Marabella, Fsaghetti Aglio Oil . 
Penne All Arrabblala 
MAIN COURSE 
Stuffed Turkey Turino Style 
OR 

Hammour Fish with Provincial Sauce 
DESSERTS 
Christmas Cake OR Pudding 
OR Tiramisu + Coffee / Tea 


JD 12:500 Exclusive govt fax & Service Charge 


H Sweiflyeh - Tel: 863944 



WEST 

0KQ 

10 

EAST 

*10 4 


* K fi 5 2 

796 


77 3 

*8543 


0 9 762 

*98732 

* A54 


SOUTH 
* J 9 



9AQ852 

0AJ10 

*KJ6 

The bidding 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 


I* P*m 23 h" 

4" Peas iNT Pass 

S-> Paw SO 

Pass Paw 

(Opening lend: Ten of * 
if you we going lo make a d«ep- 
live "play, do so as early as possible. 
The more the defenders or declarer 
get to know about a hand, the lew 
your chance bceomCifi of pulling orT 
ihe swindle. 

Once North showed a strong 
hand by jump raising hearts. South 
was determined to play in Biam. 
When Blackwood revealed an ace 
was missing, South settled in sia 
heons. 

West led the ten of spades, and 
declarer concluded correctly that 
‘che lead was unlikely to be away 
from the king. Therefore, declarer 
rose with the ace and, since the jack 
and nine were now equals, it might 
seem that it made no difference 


which of the two declarer played. 
Not so. To follow with the nine 

would mark declarer for the jack, so 
South alertly dropped the knave. 

Not wanting to give either 
defender a chance to signal should 
trumps be 3-1. declarer immediate- 
ly Jed a low spade from dummy. 
Afraid that going up with the king 
would allow declarer to rulT and the 
whole spade suit would be set up. 
East followed low. Declarer's nine 
won, and it was a simple matter to 
draw trump* and concede a dub to 
the ace to make the slam. 

Should East have been taken in? 
Probably not. Declarer certainly 
held the king of clubs as well as the 
ace of diamonds and ace-queen of 
henna to contract for slam. There- 
fore, it was unlikely that the setting 
trick could come from any suit other 
than spades, so playing Ihe king at 
trick two was the best shot for the 
defense. 


PARIS (AFP) — There were 
a lot of worried faces in pro- 
fessional boxing at the end of 
1995. 

The mushrooming of the 
number of organisations run- 
ning the sport did nothing to 
boost boxing's fragile credi- 
bility and fight fans almost 
needed pocket computers to 
find thier way through the 
maze of WBA, WBC, IBF, 
WBU. WBO, IBC, WBF, 
IBO champions, rankings 
and regulations. 

And those hoping that the 
return of Mike Tyson would 
bring some semblance of 
order to at least the 
heavyweight division were 
beginning to revise their 
opinions when the former 
champion staged an unim- 
pressive comeback. 

Released from an Indiana 
prison cell in March after 
serving three yean for raping 
a beauty contestant, Tyson, 
spent just ten minutes in the 
ring dispatching two "no- 
hopers.'* 

In bis first bout in August 
he stopped the unknown Pe- 
ter McNeeley after just 89 
seconds and four months la- 
ter he laid out the large- 
girthed Buster Mathus Jr. in- 
side three rounds. 

But despite the wins, he 
did not impress. 

There was no sign of the 
old Tyson, whose crude and 
awesome strength was legen- 
dary during his reign as un- 
disputed world champion 
from 1986 until his shock loss 
to Buster Douglas in Tokyo 
five years ago. 

Against the crowding 
Mathis, Tyson's power was 
neutralised. He was made to 
look awkward and when he 
did manage to find space ro 
let fly, he was hopelessly off 
target with his punches. 

Mathis' tactics prolonged 
the fight but they could not 
prevent the inevitable, 
however. And when Tyson at 
last connected with an upper- 
cut his fans, cornermen and 
not least promoter Don King, 
breathed a hugh sigh of relief 
which could be heard above 
the sickening thud of Mathis 
crashing to the canvas. 

The former champion's 
ring rust had been so evident, 
however, that it prompted 
Britain’s 34-year-old WBC 
champion and pantomine 
king Frank Bruno, who- lays 
his title on the line against 
Tyson next March, to boast: 
“Mike is there for the tak- 
ing.” 

“He don’t look right. IT! 
knock him out m five rounds. 
He's been out of boxing for 
too long.” 

Many scoffed at the 6ft 3in 
Bruno's words, remembering 
that he was badly beaten in 
five rounds when he first 
fought Tyson in 1989. 

Bu the American was then 
in his prime and his victory 
came before divorce ended 
his stormy marriage with ac- 
tress Robin Givens and his 
subsequently fatal meetitig 
with beauty contestant De- 
siree Washington. 

After beating Mathis, 
Tyson put on a brave front. 

“I knew every move be was 
making. I'm the best at that 
style of fighting,” he said. 

But the former champion is 
running behind schedule. 

His fight with Buster 
Mathis had to be postponed 
for six weeks when he broke 
his thumb during training, 
and he now has less than 
twelve weeks to whip himself 
into top shape for the title 
showdown. 

Bnino, who has a record of 
40 wins from 44 contests, 
became the first British-born 
boxer this century to win the 
heavyweight title when he 
survived a lot of late pressure 
to score a unanimous points 
victory over Oliver McCall at 
Wembley in September. 

It was a plucky perform- 
ance made sweeter by the 
fact that McCall had taken 
the world title by stopping 
Britain's Canadian-born Len- 
non Lewis in 1994. 

Before facing Bruno, 
McCall had only one outing 
in 1995 — against 45-year-old 
former champion Larry 
Holmes. 

There was no doubt about 
the validity of the McCall's 
points victory in the April 
showdown which finally en- 
ded the 22-y ear-career of a 
boxer who first held the 
world title when be beat 
Mohammad Ali in 1980. 

But Holmes was by no 
means disgraced and he was 
given a well-deserved ovation 
by the crowd. 

The other reigning 
heavyweight champions 
going into 1996 include the 
WBA’s Bruce Seldon, the 
IBFs Frans Botha and the 
WBO’s Riddick Bowe. 

Bowe, generally consi- 
dered with Lennox Lewis to 
be the main threat to Tyson's 
take-over bid for the division, 
took the WBO championship 
when he stopped Cuban giant 



Mike Tyson 


Jorge Luis Gonzalez in the 
sixth-round in Las Vegas in 
June. 

Five months later he faced 
former world champion 
Evander Holyfield for a third 
time. 

Bowe had taken the world 
title from Holyfield in Febru- 
ary 1993 only to lose a re- 
match nine months later. 


ring instead to wait for what 
he hoped would be a final 
bumper pay-day against 
Tyson. 

Time however was running 
out — even for Grandfather 
George. 

With Tyson unavailable. 
Foreman decided instead to 
face Michael Moorer next 
February for what will surely 


BOXING REVIEW 


This time Bowe did not 
risk staking his WBO crown 
— but he notched tip an 
exciting eighth-round win. 

George Foreman, who will 
be 48 next month and who 
first reigned as world cham- 
pion over two decades ago, 
was stripped of his world 
titles one by one. 

He failed to defend the 
WBA championship, and 
although he successfully kept 
his IBF portion of the crown 
against Germany’s Axel 
Schultz in April — his points 
victory was so unimpressive 
and he was ordered to stage a 
rematch. 

Foreman refused — prefer- 


be his final ring. 

" Schultz, so.unlucky against 
Foreman, was given a chance 
at the vacant IBF crown in 
front of his home fans in 
Stuttgart. His opponent was 
South African Frans Botha 
but what was expected to be a 
formality turned out to be a 
major upset. He was beaten 
by a split decision. 

Bruce Seldon, 28, who 
took Foreman's WBA title by 
stopping fellow-American 
Tony Tucker in April, staged 
one successful title defence in 
1995 — but it was hardly 
against a major contender. 
Four months after beating 
Tucker, Seldon faced little- 


known 32-year-old compat- 
riot Joe Hipp who surprised 
everyone by lasting ten 
rounds. 

OUtside of the 
heavyweight division — Roy 
Jones w“as probably the 
brightest star. 

The multi-talented Jones, 
unbeaten in 36 contests, 
twice successfully defended 
his IBF super-middleweight 
title. He needed just nine 
rounds of boxing to stop 
flashy Vinnie Pazienza in 
June and Tony Thornton in 
October. 

After the failure to orga- 
nise a showdown with Bri- 
tain's WBC champion Nigle • 
Benn, Jones decided to move 
up to light-heavyweight for 
his next fight and he will face 
Merqui Sosa of the Domini- 
can Republic in a non-title 
bout in January. 


Benn scored a traumatic 
victory over American 
Gerald McClellan in Febru- 
ary — retaining his crown 
with a tenth round knock- 
out. 

His opponent, however, 
needed emergency surgery 
for a blood clot after the 
contest and it took Benn a lot 
of soul-searching before he 
decided to continue his 
career. 

He fought twice more in 
1995. In July he stopped un- 
orthodox Italian Vincenzo 
Nardiello in eight rounds and 
won again two months later, 
when he stopped American 
Danny Perez in seven. 

It was Benn’s ninth de- 
fence and his overall record 
moved to 42 wins against two 
losses and one draw. 

Britain's other world title- 
holder at the weight, Chris 
Eubank, “the man they love 
to hate” — finally strutted 
one stride too far and retired. 

The WBO champion lost 
for the first rime in his career 
when he was unanimously 
outpointed by late substitute 
Irish opponent Steve Collins 
in County Cork in March. 

Eubank, always the show- 
man, milked the publicity of 
a return in September — but 
lost again. He called it a day 
and hung up his gloves. 

One category which 
appeared heading for reuni- 
fication was the welterweight 
divison. 

Puerto Rico's IBF titlehol- 
der Felis Trinidad and WBA 
champion Pemell Whitaker 
both staged successful title 
defences in November and 
announced they wanted t& 
square off against each other 
•in 1996. 

Trinidad, unbeaten in 27 
bouts, stopped Larry Barnes 
of the United States in four 
rounds while Whitaker 
knocked out fellow- 
American Jake Rodriguez in 
"six. 

Terry Norris also took a 
step towards reuniting the 
iight-middleweights by 
adding the IBF title to bis 
WBC crown in December. 
He unanimously outpointed 
the IBF’s disappointing 
champion P^ul Vaden over 
twelve rounds. 

Vaden, previously un- 
beaten in 24 outings, was 
jeered for his lack of com- 
bativity by an angry crowd 
and Norris comfortably 
•notched up his 40th win from 
46 contests. 

Julio Cesar Chavez con- 
tinued to reign the junior- 
welterweight division 


4-WHEEL DRIVE CAR FOR SALE 
1994 Mitsubishi Pajero GLX, 5-door, 
Economical 4-cylinder 2.6 engine, Manual 
Transmission, 40000 Km, metallic dark 

g een, A/C, Stereo, in perfect condition, 
uty Unpaid. Please call 865959 




INSTITUTQ CERURNTES 

CONVOCA PARA SU INSTITUTO EN AMMAN EL SIGUIENTE PUESTO: 

1 BIBLIOTECARIO ( Ref. CB1 - 15 ) 

Dependent del Director del Instituto en Amman y se responsabilizara de la organization y el cor- 
recto fiincionamiento de la biblioteca y los servicios de documentacion. 

Se requiere: 

- Titulacion universitaria de Primer o Segundo Ciclo. 

- Formation especfrica en Documentacion y Biblioteconomfa. 

- Dominio del espanol. 

- Conocimientos de arabe y/o ingles. 

- Experiencia minima de un ano en el desempeno de cometidos similares. 

Se valorara: 

- Conocimientos y experiencia en la utilization de programas informaticos de gestion bibliotecaria 
y documental. 

- La capacidad de iniciativa y organizacion, asf como la voluntad para integrate en un proyecto de difu- 
sion y consolidation de la lengua y cultura espanola. 

- Conocimientos de otros idiomas. 

- Conocimientos profundos de la cultura espanola y sus fuentes de information. 

Los candidatos presentaran una memoria sobre la organizacion de los servicios de una biblioteca de fondos 
espanoles en Jordania. Dicha memoria debera tener una extension maxima de cinco folios . 

El Instituto Cervantes se reserva el derecho a realizar las pruebas que estime necesarias para determinar 
la aptitud de los candidates. 

Deberan acreditarse documentalmente los requisites y meritos que se aleguen. 

La documentacion, traducida al espanol, debera ser enviada en sobre certificado a: Institute Cervantes, 
Mohammad Hafiz Ma’ath, 10, P.0. Box: 815467 - Amman (Jordania) antes del dia 07.02.96, indicando 
la referenda. 

La contratacion sera de caracter temporal y se regira por la legislation Jordana. 
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NATO troops test 
new Bosnia mandate 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
British NATO troops fanned 
out into Serb-held Bosnia 
■Friday testing their new man- 
date for full freedom of 
movement as the French pre- 
pared for demining in the 
Bosnian capital, IFOR offi- 
cials said. 

Having begun to establish 
bases in the northwest of the 
country in both government 
and Serb-held areas. British 
Implementation Force 
(IFOR) troops started patrols 
in their sector on Friday. 

Lt. Colonel David Shaw, a 
spokesman for the British 
forces said: “They are doing 
patrols and have been up to 
the edge of (Bosnian Serb- 
held) Banja Luka where they 
have met with the Serb sol- 
diery that's around there. It's 
a low-level liaison." 

Tt was largely without inci- 
dent though two tracked re- 
connaisance vehicles were 
stopped at a Bosnian army 
checkpoint near the new Brit- . 
ish base at Sanski Most, Mr. 
Shaw said. However, an in- 
timidating show of strength 
was enough to resolve the 
issue, he added. 

"Wien stopped, both vehi- 
cles turned back but returned 
with two Warriors and were 
allowed straight through.” 
Mr. Shaw said. The Warrior 
looks like a tank but is the 
largest armoured personnel 
carrier with British forces in 
Bosnia. 

Under their mandate the 
60,000 NATO force is per- 
mitted to use their impressive 
armoury to establish freedom 
of movement. In an effort to 
set the tone for their year- 
long stay in Bosnia and free 
up routes throughout the 
country, troops from both 
France and Britain have 


Hussein 

Kamel 

opposes 

federal 

Iraq 

AMMAN (R) — Iraqi defec- 
tor Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan said on 
- Friday he would leave his 
sanctuary if Jordan supported 
a federal Iraq in a post- 
Saddam regime. 

“If Jordan took any mea- 
, sures that practically call for,. 

■ or gathers the Iraqi opposi- 
tion in the direction of, fed- 
eration or confederation in 
Iraq, I will leave Jordan im- 
mediately," Gen. Kamel told 
. Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view. 

He was talking from a sec* 
ret location where he has 

■ sheltered since taking refuge' 

■ after fleeing from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein on 
Aug. 8. 

Gen. Kamel said the idea 
of federalism was a recipe for 
.the division of Iraq, saying 
that Iraq had been united 
throughout its history, de- 
spite its ethnic mix. 

“I will fight with steadfast- 
ness and courage any idea of 
this kind... We cannot allow 
' any one to talk of ideas that 
speak of federalism or con- 
federation in Iraq. Iraq is 
untied by its people, land and 
water," he said. 

King Hussein told Jorda- 
nian journalists on Thursday 
that the idea of a federation 
(grouping the three major 
components of the popula- 
tion — the Kurds in the 
north, the Sunni Muslims 
whodominate under Presi- 
dent Saddam, and the Shiite 
Muslims who are the largest 
; group) is only one of the 
options that the Iraqis might 
consider for the future, 
adding that he mentioned 
this formula after having 
heard from some Iraqis. He 
also stressed that it is up to 
the Iraqis themselves to de- 
termine the political shape of 
their country. 

Gen. Kamel said be fled 
Iraq in August due to wrong 
policies adopted by President 
Saddam that was leading to 
Iraq's destruction and would, 
' not compromise on a strong 
and united Iraq. 

“I left as result of mistakes, 
but the talk and work to- 
wards federalism or confed- 
eration is not only a mistake, 
but a great crime against the 
Iraqi people and also a great 
crime against Arab countries 
that would lead to disintegra- 
tions.” 

Gen. Kamel, who ran 
• Iraq's secret military prog- 
ramme, fled with his brother 
Saddam Kamel and their 


already tom down or moved 
checkpoints in a number of 
sites. 

Also on Friday, SRNA, 
the Bosnian Serb official 
news agency reported that 
British troops had taken con- 
trol of a power station 30 
kilometres south of Banja 
Luka which was due to be 
"up and running with a cou- 
ple of days." Mr. Shaw was . 
unable to confirm the report. 

Meanwhile in Sarajevo, 
French troops helped govern- 
ment and Serb soldiers to 
demine two bridges linking 
divided parts of the capital on 
Friday. The idea behind this 
operation is to make way for 
the reunification of the city. a 
spokesman said. 

With only a fraction' of the 
planned 60,000 NATO 
troops in the country, the 
deployment of additional 
forces, will take time. 

The largest contingent of 
20,000 U.S. troops, who will 
patrol the northeast sector of 
Bosnia, has yet to arrive in 
any great number. Conse- 
quently they are some way 
behind the British and 
French. 

Lieutenant Colonel Rick 
Scott said U.S. forces plan- 
ned to fly 25 planes into the 
airbase at this northeast Bos- 
nian town Friday after flying 
15 planes into the base Thurs- 
day. 

“Currently we have around 
700 men here," Mr. Scott 
said. “We have pretty much 
secured the base and- we are 
now flying in a lot more 
equipment, tentage for the 
men, vehicles, armour. After 
we have that in, then we will 
fly in more men,” he added. 

There are currently some 
21,500 troops in Bosnia, 
drawn mainly from the ex- 


isting U.N. peacekeeping 
force that handed over re- 
sponsibility to NATO on 
Wednesday. 

Rayner said there had been 
“no "resistance to IFOR 
movement and no significant 
denial of freedom of move- 
ment. The signs are of gener- 
al compliance with the peace 
agreement.” 

Admiral Leighton Smith, 
the overall commander of 
IFOR, told AFP he was 
"very encouraged" by the 
first 48 hours of the NATO 
operation in Bosnia. "There 
have been some very positive 
things and I am encouraged 
by the attitude of the lead- 
ership of the various parties 
fin Bosnia). 

The leaders of Bosnia's 
Muslims, Croats and Serbs 
signed up to a peace settle- 
ment earlier this month, en- 
ding 44 months of bitter fight- 
ing that has seen thousands 
die. millions displaced and 
divided the country in two. 

Bosnia's rebel Serbs will 
control one half of the coun- 
try with a Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration having authority in 
the other. 

On Thursday, the U.N. 
ordered a huge international 
police force to Bosnia to reas- 
sure Sarajevo Serbs due to 
come under government rule 
as local Serb leaders stepped 
up a campaign to block the 
transfer of power. 

The United Nations Secur- 
ity Council also condemned 
Bosnian Serbs for killings and 
other atrocities and deman- 
ded that international groups 
should have unrestricted ac- 
cess to grave sites, refugees 
and prisoners. 


Search 
resumes at 
site of 
Colombia 
plane crash 

BUGA, Colombia (AFP) — 
Rescue workers Friday reco- 
vered a “black box" from a 
U.S. jetliner which they 
hoped could explain how the 
plane strayed from its course 
before slamming into a 
mountain and killing nearly 
160 people. 

The find came as workers 
resumed the search for vic- 
tims of the crash of American 
Airlines Flight 965. hoping to 
find more miracle survivors 
of the fiery accident late 
Wednesday that claimed 
nearly 160 lives. 

A total of 125 rescue work- 
ers with chain saws, hachets 
and machetes cut through the 
woods and brush around the 
crash site on Mount San Jose. 
Their early work was ham- 
pered by a thick morning Fog 
but this soon cleared. 

After a day of wildly con- 
flicting figures, the Red Cross 
said Friday that six people 
had been pulled alive from 
the wreckage of the Boeing 
757 but that one died Thurs- 
day in hospital. 

Aviation officials con- 
firmed Friday that the jetlin- 
er. which took off from 
Miami, was 21 kilometres east 
of its course from it slammed' 
into the mountain in south- 
western Colombia while 
trying to land in the city Cali. 

“In my entire life. I've 
never seen an aircraft fly over 
here," said one peasant from 
the area. 

There was no immediate 
explanation why the aircraft 
had strayed. 


Sudan rejects Egypt’s 
terrorism charges 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
rejected Friday Egyptian 
charges that it provided train- 
ing for members of militant^ 
Islamic groups from other 
African countries, a state- 
ment by Sudan's foreign 
ministry said. 

The statement, carried by 
Sudanis official news agency 
SUNA. said that the allega- 
tions made by Egypt's Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa in 
Addis Ababa this week were 
"baseless and irresponsible.” 

Mr. Musa . made his 
allegations against Khartoum 
at a meeting of African fore- 
ign ministers members of a 
new body created by the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty (OAU) known as the Con- 


flict Resolution Mechanism. 
It is aimed at solving inter- 
African disputes. 

The Sudanese statement 
.said Egypt’s accusations 
against Khartoum were not 
the first of their kind, and 
they were never supported by 
an evidence. 

“Egypt has not presented 
any proof to support the 
allegations despite repeated 
requests from Sudan that it 
should do so," the statement 
said. 

Egypt had also not re- 
sponded to Sudan's demand 
to form a joint committee to 
look into the charges, the 
statement added. 

Relations between Cairo 
and Khartoum have reached 


in 


their lowest after Egypt ac- 
cused Sudan of hosting sus- 
pected militants who carried 
out a failed assassination 
attempt against Egypt's Pres 
ident Hosni Mubarak 
Addis Ababa last June. 

Ethiopia on Thursday fired 
the opening shot in a cam- 
paign to have the U.N. 
Security Council demand that 
Sudan hands over three men 
allegedly involved in the plot 
to kill Mr. Mubarak. 

Tckeda Alemu, Ethiopia's 
deputy foreign minister, told 
an informal meeting of coun- 
cil members that his country, 
as well as Egypt, had done 
their best to negotiate with 
Khartoum and regional 
groups had intervened also. 


Morocco protests Algeria’s 
position on Western Sahara 


RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
called for the suspension of 
all activities by the North 
African regional body the 
Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMU) in a row with neigh- 
bouring Algeria over the dis- 
puted Western Sahara re- 
gion. 

Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Abdellatif Filali 
said in an open letter to 
Algeria’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salah Dcmbri 
that Morocco was astonished 
at Algeria's intervention in 
arrangements for a referen- 
dum in the desert region. 

“(Algeria) has abandoned 
the position of an observer 
and appointed itself as a par- 
ty which was directly in- 


volved in the Sahara issue... 
Morocco demands that 
Algeria, which currently 
presides over the AMU, sus- 
pend the activity of the 
body." 

Mr. Filali wrote in the let- 
ter made available on Friday. 

Any suspension of the 
AMU would embarrass Alger- 
ia. 

The Western Sahara has 
been a serious point of con- 
tention between the two 
countries for 20 years. 
Morocco claims sovereignty 
over the area but Algeria has 
sympathised with Polisario 
rebels fighting for independ- 
ence from Rabat. 

Morocco is protesting that 


Algeria earlier this month 
opposed a U.N. proposal to 
. increase the number of those 
registered to vote in a re- 
ferendum in the area. 

Polisario maintains Moroc- 
co has moved thousands of 
Moroccan immigrants into 
the area to boost its support 
in the much-delayed poll, 
which will decide the future 
of the region. 

Mr. Filali said Morocco 
demanded an explanation of 
what he called a “radical 
change" in Algeria's posi- 
tion. 

The Arab Maghreb Union 
was founded in the 1980s to 
join the region in a political 
and economic group on the 
lines of the European Union. 





Press Statement 

Condemnation of Ken Saro-Wiwa 

The True Story 


1. In recent times Nigeria has been the object of unjustified worldwide condemnation over the sentences passed on the late Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni 
citizens. The erroneous impression has been created that Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa and his kinsmen were charged and sentenced to death for their human rights and envi- 
ronmental protection activities. Based on this pervasive impression a campaign of misinformation has been orchestrated by the western media against the Nigerian gov- 
ernment. The Embassy of Nigeria, Baghdad wishes to seize this opportunity to categorically state that contrary to the widely held view Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa was charged 
and sentenced for masterminding, instigating and perpetrating the cold-blooded murder of four prominent Ogoni citizens. 

2. Anyone without a sound knowledge of the politics of Ogoniland will find it naturally difficult to comprehend how a renowned playwright, human rights activist and envi- 
ronmental protectionist like the late Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa, could at the same time be an assassin. It is our hope that the following passage will help dear these doubts. 

3. Ogoniland from where Ken Saro-Wiwa hailed is one of the many areas where Nigeria gets it crude oil. As a result of oil exploration in Ogoniland and indeed the entire 
riverine areas where petroleum exploration is taking place some form of environmental degradation is inevitable. It was in an effort to redress the situation that some 
prominent Ogoni citizens formed the Movement For the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) in 1990 as a pressure group using non-violent methods to pursue its objec- 
tives. Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa later joined the movement and was made its spokesperson. 

4. Once admitted into MOSOP however, Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa grew impatient with what he perceived, as the rather palliative approach of the foundation members of 
MOSOP and unilaterally took steps with the aid of other radical elements to turn MOSOP into a violent and militant organisation with a paramilitary wing. Thus, under 
Ken Saro-Wiwa's leadership MOSOP abandoned its non-violent posture and became a law unto itself, unleashing a reign of terror, campaign of calumny, blackmail, vil- 
ification and destruction of property against other Ogonis who were opposed to their methods. 

5. So, when it became clear that MOSOP and the various subsidiaries created by Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa had become violent and uncontrollable, the original founders of 
the organisation parted ways with MOSOP. This it is believed enraged Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa whose MOSOP now sacked police post in Ogoniland, printed its own nation- 
al flag, composed its own anthem, harassed law enforcement agents, chased out magistrate from court sessions, beat up oil workers, blew up oil installations and made 
the entire Ogoniland unsafe for habitation and normal business transactions to the extent that Shell Petroleum Development company operating in Ogoniland was forced 
to abandon its operations in the area. At this point MOSOP had become an instrument in Ken Saro-Wiwa's hands for anti establishment and criminal activities. MOSOP 
disrupted the June 12 presidential elections in Ogoniland by chasing out electoral officers and burning ballot boxes. 

6. And finally on May 21, 1994 at an assembly in the palace of an Ogoni traditional ruler, MOSOP youths acting on Instructions from Ken Saro-Wiwa swooped on the 
assembly, beat up people, inflicted serious injuries to some and picked up all the original founders of MOSOP who had disagreed with Ken Saro-Wiwa's tactics. They 
then forced them into a Volkswagen car registration No. RV 6165 PB and set the car ablaze killing its occupants. Among those killed were: I. Mr. Albert Badey, a former 
permanent secretary, state minister and later secretary to the Rivers State government ii. Chief Edward N. Kobani, former state minister, deputy president of MOSOP 
and former publicity secrete^ of the Social Democratic Party (SDP). HI. Chief Samuel Orage, former state minister and IV. His brother chief T.B. Orage, secretary to the 
Gokana council of chiefs. It is interesting to note that western media has been inexplicably silent on these murders.' In fact, western opinion has been so one-sided that 
their governments deliberately frustrated efforts by members of the slain families to put their case abroad by refusing them entry visas. 

7. As no responsible government will tolerate or condone such anarchy, government quickly arrested the perpetrators of this heinous crime. Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa, the mas- 
termind of this brutal murder, initially went into hiding but was eventually arrested and together with his collaborators brought before a civil disturbances tribunal which 
has jurisdiction to deal with such matters under Nigerian law. The trials revealed incontrovertible evidence that Ken Saro-Wiwa masterminded, instigated and perpetrat- 
ed this heinous crime. 

8. Contrary to criticism that the Ogoni trial was unfair, and flawed, the truth remains that the trial was fair, open and in accordance with acceptable standards. The accused 
persons were not only allowed legal representation of their choice, they also had unrestricted access to their counsel. Our system of judicial tribunal is part and parcel 
of British common law and practice which is one of the main sources of the Nigerian legal system. Besides Britain many other countries use this system of adjudication 

9. It is indeed an irony of circumstance that the same western world that condemns the Qgoni trial in Tribunals applauds the trial of drug traffickers and advance fee fraud 
suspects in the same tribunals. More significantly the same western world that considered as “flawed” a trial which passed death sentence on Ken Saro-Wiwa and oth- 
ers is pressurising the Nigerian government to adopt death penalty for drug related offences. 

10. The Embassy of Nigeria wishes to reiterate that Nigeria is not only fully aware of worldwide demands for democratisation, respect for human rights and the estab- 

lishment of the rule of law, Nigeria has more than demonstrated its commitment to these goals. Nigeria fought proudly and willingly, shoulder-to-shoulder with its African 
brothers to liberate its continent from colonial domination. Nigeria stretched its resources to support the anti-apartheid struggle in order to restore dignity to the black 
race. Nigeria can not now possibly be said to be anti-democracy and anti-human rights; values for which it has clearly devoted so much of its material and human 
resources to defend and uphold. The late Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa masterminded the brutal murder of his kith and kin and government has responsibility to ensure that iu^ 
tice took its course. J 

Embassy of Nigeria 
Baghdad 

December 18, 1995 



Man charged with 
pushing mum, 85, 
into sea 

BARCELONA. Spain (R) 
— A 55-year-old Spaniard 
is to stand trial charged 
with pushing his 85-year- 
old mother off a Barcelona 
Harbour quay into the sea,> 
where she drowned. The’ 
man then jumped into the 
water himself to pretend he 
was trying to save her, 
court officials told local 
media. 

Dog finds 
dinosaur bone on 

British beach 

LONDON CR ) — A dog 
has dug up a 118 million- 
year-old dinosaur bone on 
3 British beach. Jake, a bull 
terrier, discovered the fos-' 
silised arm bone of an 
' iguanodon while out walk- 
ing with his owner John 
Winch on a beach on the 
Isle of Wight off the 
English south coast. Both 
posed proudly with their 
find for the British media 
Friday with Jake dwarfed 
by the bone that is twice his 
size. "It is an interesting 
specimen because it is very 
well preserved and because 
complete bones of any 
dinosaur are quite rare.'' 
Steve Hutt, curator of the 
Isle of Wight Geological 
Museum, told the Daily. 
Telegraph. The plant-eat-. 
ing iguanodon, which 
weighed up to four tonnes, 
was one of the earliest 
dinosaurs to roam the 
Earth. 

China finds mate 
for rare dolphin 

BEUING (R) — Chinese 
zoologists have caught an 
endangered white-fin dol- 
phin in the Yangtze River 
after a three-year search, 
giving a male dolphin in 
captivity a mate, Xinhua 
News Agency said Friday. 
"Our darling boy will now 
have a mate and possibly 
offspring to escape extinc- 
tion," Xinhua quoted an 
unidentified expert as say- 
ing of Tuesday’s capture. 
The 10-.y ear-old female 
dolphin, 2.29 metres (7.5 
ft) long, was under obser- 
vation at a reserve — a 21- 
kilometre stretch of the old 
course of the Yangtze near 
the central city of Wuhan, 
it said. Scientists hoped to 
begin artificial breeding 
soon, Xinhua said. An 18- 
year-old male dolphin is 
kept at the Institute of 
Hydrobiology of the 
Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Wuhan. 
Nicknamed China’s "panda 
in water", the white-fin 
dolphin has swum China’s 
mighty Yangtze River for 
centuries but is now listed 
by China and international 
animal groups as a first- 
class endangered species. 
The number of freshwater 
white-fin dolphins in China 
has plunged to about 100 
apd the endangered fresh-- 
water animal could become 
extinct within 25 years. 
The dolphins' main ene- 
mies are water pollution, 
nets and other fishing tack- 
le and flourishing Yangtze 
shipping business. The 
Yangtze receives a stagger- 
ing 37 per cent of China’s 
waste water — some 12.S 
'.billion tonnes a year — 
.‘posing an enormous threat' 
to the dolphins, which 
numbered 187 in 1986, the 
Legal Daily has said. 

Strike reins In 
French flutters on 
the horses 

PARIS (R) — A six-day 
strike at France’s off-track 
betting monopoly is 
depriving thousands of 
would-be punters of a flat- 
ter on the horses. A 
spokesman for the state- 
run Pari Mutuel Uzbain 
(PMU) said the strike, over 
salaries and jobs, had 
affected the system’s com- 
puter network! The unions 
believe that a modernisa- 
tion of the computer sys- 
tem due in 1997 will cause 
the loss of hundreds of jobs 
from a total workforce of 
1,700. 
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